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N O T I QE 



IT gives me pleasure to acknowledge' the 
friendly contributions I have received towards the 
completion of my long promised little volume. 
My thanks are due to the Rev. Dr. Collyer, of 
Peckham, who sent me the beautiful reflection in 
page 88; to J. Dalton, Esq., of the Priory, in the 
same place; and to. Messrs. Machon, Tyler, 
Bland, and Goring, attendants at Surry Chapel, 
who. had treasured up some of the choice obser- 
vations of its venerable minister. The notes, 
however, of these respectable and obliging indi- 
viduals, were small in comparison of the volumi- 
nous manuscripts of Mr. Brookman of West 
Square, who for some years was in the constant 
habit of taking in short-hand 4he prayers and disr 
courses of Mr. Rowland Hill. He has preserv- 
ed much thatjwould otherwise have been lost, and 
readily favoured me with the use of .his papers* 
that I might select from them any thoughts or 
devotions which I should think useful for my pro- 
posed compilation. Out of these materials, and 
my own resources, I have formed the coUection 
now presented to the public, .which I have en- 
deavoured to edit in the way I conceived most 
conducive to the reputation of my beloved 
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tive and the edification of my readers. The 
prayers furnished by Mr. Brookman were very 
numerous ; I have however given only a few of 
them entire, preferring to select parts illustrative 
of some of the leading subjects of Mr. Hill's de- 
votions, which I have prefixed to them as titles. 
I have revised and arranged for publication both 
these and the reflections, in the manner I con- 
ceived most congenial to the mind of their author; 
and if in some parts there may appear a lack of 
editorial neatness, it will be pardoned, in conside- 
ration of my desire to preserve as much as possi- 
gle, the powerful though sometimes peculiar 
phraseology of my revered relation. The en- 
couraging reception given to my Life of my be- 
loved guardian, makes me venture to apply to this 
memorial of his piety and devotion, the quaint, 
but expressive lines of his favourite John Bunyan, 
prefixed to the second part of. the Pilgrim's 
Progress: 

"Wherefore my second part, thou need'st not be 
Afraid to shew thy head : none can hurt thee, 
That wish but well to him that went before : 
' Cause thbu com'st after with a second store 
Of things as good, as rich, as profitabjfei 
For young or old, for stagg'ring and for-rstable." 

Acle, near Norwich, , 

February 29tfi, 1$36. ' 
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I HAVE heard Mr. Rowland Hill remark,, with his 
characteristic humility, that, while the minds of 
many old men seemed to him like ample store- 
rooms, filled with, a rich variety of materials, he 
could compare his own only to a closet, containing 
a few good thoughts, to be produced as occasion 
required. Though this estimate of his attain- 
ments fell much helow their real extent and soli- 
dity, yet it is certain that the pejoetual activity of 
his life prevented him from acquiring more than a 
limited quantity of such information, as can be 
treasured up by those alone who are devoted to 
the pursuits of literature. Practical wisdom is, 
however, often in an inverse proportion to know- 
ledge derived from books ; arid, as in philosophy," 
so in theology, we need both the erudite student 
and the acute observer. For more than seventy 
years had Mr. Hill been conversant with the most 
interesting^ of all subjects which can attract the 
attention ^pnAiman intelligence, namely, the work- 
ing of that supernatural power upon, the soul, 
which is to restore in it the lost image .of a holy 
God. He had accurately noted the different ef- 
fects of religion upon the heart, whether pretended, 
imaginary, or real; and had so matured his views, 
that they assumed, without apparent effort, the 

forms of maxims applicable to almost all the va r 

' ' - ' - : ' ' 
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rious cases which came successively before him. 
It was from these experimental observations, that 
his sermons and religious conversation derived 
their attraction and influence ; for though defective 
in argumentative plan and systematic arrange- 
me.nt, they possessed the brightness and force of 
practical wisdom. Great weight was also given 
to his opinions, from the striking- fact, that the fun- 
damentals of truth remained essentially the same 
in his breast from his earliest youth to hoary hairs. 
All the conflicting scenes through which he pass- 
ed had never shaken his ^doctrines ; they stood 
proof against worldly persecution, enthusiastic 
heat, and frigid profession. He was guided and 
preserved in the way of life by the voice of reve- 
lation, the dictates of conscience, and the spirit of 
prayer. He watched the progress of religion in 
his own mind, and keenly noticed it in others. 
His great study was religion in the soul. For 
this he was singularly fitted by two remarkable 
qualities simplicity and purity. His judgment 
was neither fettered by prejudice, nor obscured 
by personal inconsistency. He saw through the 
medium of no party;; he indulged in no practice 
that could lead him to a' false estimate of kindred 
error in the conduct of, other Christians. More 
than common acquaintance with divine things on- 
ly seemed to increase his docility of spirit; so 
that just before the close of his long career, he was 
heard to say with affecting emphasis^ " the farther 
[ get from human childhood, the more I desire to 
get into divine childhood, and to die a little child 
in my old age." When he reviewed the scenes of 
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his protracted pilgrimage, he could not revert in 
recollection to the spot in which --he had dishon- 
oured the holy way; . and he was enabled to re- 
mark, with .humble thankfulness to the power by 
which he had been upheld, "nothing is more , 
encouraging to God's people, than when an aged 
pilgrim sets a good example to the last; I think I 
would rather die a thousand deaths, than live to 
disgrace my Master's cause in the last stage of 
my life." He united to the keenness of an eagle's 
eye, and the lofty steadiness of an eagle's flight 
above the world, the harmless appetite and gentle 
disposition of a dove. Hence arose the authority 
of his precepts and the piety of his devotions, 
specimens of which I have endeavoured to ar- 
range as systematically as possible in the present 
little volume. In writing the life of my,revereik- 
relation, I felt it my duty to portray his character 
with a fidelity which forbad me to omit any es- 
sential part of its outline for the sake of inducing 
an ideal untrue to nature. I had to exhibit the 
man as well as the Christian and the inmister-^- 
to represent the effects, not only of the lights of 
religion, but of the shadows of human imperfec- 
tion; and by so doing, I fulfilled his honest wish, 
that no biographer might ever disgrace his name 
with the false gloss of posthumous adulation. 
I have now a very different task; my purpose is to 
record his mature opinions on questions of infinite 
importance, and to give examples of his prayers 
as he approached the period of their exchange for 
an everlasting song of praise. However great a 
man's talents, however exalted his pursuits, the 
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proverb is still true, male vivitur, si de Deo non 
bene creditur;* and though the research which 
traces the hand of the Supreme Being in heaven- 
ly arrangements and earthly adaptions is worthy 
of high admiration, it must yield in value and im- 
portance to the wisdom from above which leads to 
a knowledge of that new creation^ in the soul, 
which is. emphatically designated as " God's work- 
manship." The philosophy also of the human 
mind is not to be considered of little value, but the 
great error of many wise men has bejen, that they 
have overlooked the wondrous change which is ef- 
fected in iifby vital religion. The Reflections hi 
these pages bear on' this transcendent subject, 
and are the result of an enlightened acquaintance 
with those two essential points of Christian inquiry 
* the state of the heart by nature, and its condition 
when recovered by grace. There is scarcely a 
thought in the entire book, which was not con- 
ceived when its author was past seventy years of 
age, and much of their value consists in the ripe- 
;ness of Christian experience that produced them. 
The reports of Mr. Hill's views on some im- 
portant points of doctrine having been various 
and discordant, I feel it due to him to give in this 
place, a brief account of his opinions on certain 
leading topics of his ministry, by which I shall 
both vindicate his character as a theologian, and 
enable the reader duly to appreciate several strik- 
ing observations in the following pages. ] - 

* He leads an ill life, who has no true faith in hig. God. 

jcnV/5. 



A REMARK OF l^^Q^ ppriNiES. xiii 

,jr ' - ' ;" '" - : "'- ' 

The good old divines frequently reduced the 
sum arid substance of religion to the three heads 
credenda, things to be believed agenda, things 
to " be Aonesperanda, things to be hoped for. 
My present object is to describe important arjti- 
cles of the belief, as well as the pious deportment 
and chastened hopes of the declining days, of my 
venerable friend. c 

The first great question of faith, and which in- 
deed employs every believer's mind to the last, 
is " who made me to differ 1 ? how came I to be 
rescued from the thraldom of '-' sin, and brought in- 
to the glorious liberty of the gospel of -Christ 1" 
In pther words, "how came I to be chosen of 
God?" As the preaching of Mr. Rowland Hill 
on the subject of Election has been much misre- 
presented, I will ;ii6w proceed to give his exact 
view of this doctrine when he had passed his eigh- 
tieth year. It was ever his' plan to represent the 
Scriptures as declaring the foreknowledge^ of God, 
and yet treating man as a free agent. He ^regard- 
ed the doctrine of election as one " to be consid- 
ered with great solemnity, and reverential fear." 
"It is impossible," he said in a sermon on 2 Peter 
i. -10, 11, "to deny the foreknowledge of God; he 
certainly sees all things as they are' to be, and yet, 
though this foreknowledge exists in him, it is not. a 
.rule for us. We are not to go by that which God 
-'Icnpias iwitt be, but by his revealed word as it is 
now, before us" ' His opinion on the entire sub- 
ject may be reduced to the following points, which 
I shall give as nearly as possible in his language, 
with my own arrangement, 

2 
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. It is certaui 

mate end of everj 

y2. But, it is not for us to iniquu'e/irito Ws *i 
' decrees $ we .have-only practically to do with 
geyieral -promises. \ ; \, - - 

% "3. ; YetT certainly know that there is that in my 
heart, which would have disinclined , me to make 
God the subject ofVmy thoughts, unless- he had 
mad^ me -the objeet^f ' his chqicei: 

4. But I find that rthese two declarations are 
equally true, "no man can come-untq me, .except 
the Father, which hath sent^ me, draw him,"- and 
> whosoever gpmeth [this is : a word as universal 
as aword;canbe] I will in no wise cast out." I 
would not ask therefore whether / am the choice 
of -God,, but I would look witMn and see whether 
God is become the, choice ofmyjfegenerated heart. 

5. . I feel I ; cannot give myself grace, ~ but if 
grace is offered me to come, then I ought to come, 
and obey the dictates of the Holy Spirit who 
so sweetly invites* 

6. To those who say they cannot give them- 
selves grace and therefore cannot come, I say ; 
"pray, why do you cry that you cannot give your- 
selves graced Did you ever ask for it? If not, 
how can you say whether it would be givenor not I 

7. The wickedness and perverseness &four own 
will, is the only 1hing which keeps us from Christ. Y- 

8. Though there is an awful day coming, there ^ 
will never be a day in which it may be said by any 
one, I would have come to Christ, but he would 
not let me come." 

9. We are commanded to make our calling and 
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sure,tothe elect." 

' '--'v'g- ' ''. -f fl-r., ~~ . 

is. not 

We want is the 

eyidei&e i^our ^election mde sure Jo pur .own 
minds. JESFow, if'I have heartfelt sojfrpw . 

/ V"- ''"'' -.-'Si,. j - 1"'-^ , -'t"*'5'i^sfc ; .. --.^--i / "'-i. - "<- 

if I struggle to |>e 'deliyered from 1% -if?- 
mated mtfcSt,^^rs.etietgetic spirit and . 




burdened^'? ^ivnei^e^, fedm^ Mese feelings . come 1 

- * -.^,V- V : . - _ .-.., '^ - , *"*T-. ** " '-.,- , > V^" 1 ^3"*L~ '- ' 

Only frdin>the;S Spirit -f^hp^' : ^dnyinpps *inae ioj| sinj 
where^TintW;tt^^i|d ainidig^ia&^^e% it. >pijid 
if the Spirit of-VC^sl : <is^n^ii[e' r ''^^^e;^ine thatj 
Spirit? 'Certainly from God' himself. *I -judge 
that it is the i Spirit of Christ within tne, if it leads 
me, to him, so?that^JiaYe " Christ witl^n me^?- as 
it is said. " the Jiip^bf glory. '1 But still^I need 

-v - - - t _ -. . * "- _ '_''' _'" ' .!*' ;;.!p-*r' " '" ^3 / "*, -' ,* " "'- '- . '.-.*' 

other ervidendlBi I not only want; conviction- of sin, 
and faith to lead me, a poor dependent iinner, to 
make Christ my all in all to salvation, but I .desire 
t03recpgnize the softening, purifying, fegenerat- : 
ingv comforting influences of divine grace^ that I 
may ; see clearly, I am not the man I was in the 
iiays of my unbelief. ^ Now I trust ,1 have that 
faith.reyealed to my mind, which purifies memnd 
makes me a "inew creature" in Christ Jesus. I 
haye *' purified my soul," not of myself, but hy 
*' obeying the truth ;"^and I obey the truthil 4 through 
the Spirit." Love also comes into my heart, 
which I am enabled to manifest to mankind. 
Thus I judge, in a measure, that I am numbered 
with the righteous, by my righteous fruit. Am I 
proud of this, as though it was my own"? No 
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more than St. Paul was, when he said, "by the 
grace of God I am what I .am." If I have any 
thing good, it is the Lord's free, unmerited gift, and 
I praise him for it, and him alone. This is what 
the bible says, "by grace are ye saved through 
;faiCh,and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God." 
10. I firmly believe that God would never have 
given me all these evidences, if he had not ordain- 
ed me unto everlasting life of his free grace and 
mercy. . -...-.. 

Not one bright crown is worn above, " . 

. r . But what is owned the gift of love. 

Such were Mr. Rowland Hill's views with re- 
gard to a subject, on which his doctrines have 
been often very unfairly stated. While he was 
careful in no wise to derogate from the divine 
sovereignty, he was decided iii his declarations as 
to human responsibility. He did not cavil at re- 
vealed truths because they were above his reason, 
but considered that a great deal of our moral pro- 
bation consists in our willingness to receive every 
word that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord. 
Human faculties cannot measure that wondrous 
chain of mysterious dependencies, the last link of 
which is attached to the hidden foot-stool of the 
eternal throne; and they will ever be misled, who 
*draw hasty conclusions from such partial data as 
are now presented to our limited comprehensions.* 

* The remark of Galileo, made in reference to the difficulties 
which encompass us in contemplating nature with the eye of philo~ 
sophy, applies equally to those which meet us at every turn in the 
path of theological investigation. His words are " we recognise, 
'and admire the greatness of God the more in proportion as we 
find ourselves the less able to penetrate the profound abysses of 
his wisdom." 
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A law of liliture is a generalization from all the 
obseryatioiis ivithiri our reach ; but we can arrive 
at no law by which the decrees of infinite intelli- 
gence are guided, until all the facts connected with 
them, are before our eyes; and these were neyer 
intended to be fully opened to the research of man 
during his sojourn in time they will be unfolded 
to our expanded and admiring minds in a world of 
light. It doubtless depends upon the will of the 
Creator that each individual is naturally what he 
is that He is a man and not an inferior animal ; 
and who can dare to say in-the very-face of Scrip-, 
ture, that it is not from the same clause, that the 
believer is super naturally the child, not of earth, 
but of heaven ! But we cannot mistake the mind 
of God in the plain||gospel declaration that he- is 
infinite in mercy, sifd " -will have all men to/ be 
saved." Because we cannot ^comprehend the con- x ~ 
nections of things contingent, shall we therefore 
acquiesce in a Jesuitical scientia media, and con- 
clude that they are not determined by the divine 
will ? " Nay, rather let us remember the express 
assurance of the Lord, that he " orders all things 
according to the counsel of his own .will ;" hear- 
ing in mind at the same time, that God's decree 
is not the rule of human practice ; that man is ac 
countable for his faith and his actions, and that 
" every mouth will be stopped, and all iHe world 
become guilty," before the judgment seat of Christ. 
Careful /as Mr. Rowland Hill was to state his 
doctrinal theories, so as to guard against those 
awful shipwrecks of faith, hi which too" many have 
been involved from rashly braving the agitated 

2* :,,<:' 



STRONG INFERENCES. 

gulfs of .mystery, he was not less anxious to avoid 
all wrong practical inferences. On one occasion, 
a -man, whose life was not in accordance with his 
high professions, told him that, notwithstanding a 
few errors, he was convinced, from what he had 
felt within^ that he ought not to have any doubts of 
his ultimate safety. Mr. Hill immediately ex- 
claimed, "no doubts indeed ! then let me say, 
you must allow me to have some for you." An- 
other time, a person whose conduct by >no means 
adorned the doctrine of holiness, said to him he 
was sure he was called. "Called!" was his re- 
ply, " to what ? the Christian is not called to un- 
cleanness but unto holiness." Like every other 
minister, he had to lament over some inconsistent 
hearers, and he . used to remark even publicly, 
" I wish I could render my inconsistent hearers in- - 
visible when they go in and out of the chapel, for 
the world must observe the discredit they bring 
upon our cause." When speaking on the doctrine 
of final perseverance, he constantly observed with 
great emphasis, I have no notion of any hope of 
perseverance, but what is grounded on persevering. 
The next topic on which I am desirous to give 
an outline of Mr. Hill's opinions, is that of the law, 
and its relation to believers. His views may, I 
think, be comprised under the following heads. 
He taught, 

-1. The eternal, unchangeable nature of the 
law's demands upon the obedience of man. God 
alters not his own law ; it is now as it was when 
given to man in Paradise. ^ There is no such thing 
as a remedial law. 
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2. Man's inability to give4hat perfect obedience , 
the law requires for bis justification. 

3. That Christ as our surety magnified the law 
and made it honourable by his obedience ; and by 
bis sufferings bore the penalty justice required for 
its transgression.. *. 

: 4. That the obedience and sufferings of Christ 
as our surety, have constituted him *-* the Lord our 
righteousness ;" . and this righteousness being im- 
puted to believers, God is still " just, yet the justi- 
fier of him that believeth in Jesus." 

5. That the only true evidence of a Christian's 
acquittal from the condemnation of the law, through 
the justifying,righteousness of Christ, is the com- 
munication of his Spirit's holiness, whereby he is 
made to love the very law from whose, curse he is 
delivered, delighting in it in bis inner man, and 
feeling with the psalmist, '^juprd, how I love thy 
law." ' '.. ~ *' '-*- 

6. That faith, through which we are justified, is - 
neither the " matter nor meritorious .cause of our 
justification,"* but the instrument by which it is 
conveyed, to us, and that the. proof of its genuine- 
ness, is that 'it " works by love," making the law, 
which is fulfilled in the word 'love, the rule of a , 
holy and devoted life. ' - v 

.This summary -of what I conceive to have been 
Mr. Hill's doctrines on the law and our relation 
to it, will tend to illustrate the Reflections on these 

* This quotation is from " Beart's Vindication of the Eternal 
; Law and; Everlasting Gospel" a book Mr. Hill often recom- 
mended to me as containing, upon the whole, very clear views of 
the nature of the law, the suretyship of Christ, and the faith 
through which we are justified. 
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points, which are to be found in the body of the 
volume, and will moreover I trust relieve his me- 
mory from the slightest suspicion of the tendency 
to antinomianism, at one time so inconsiderately 
and unjustly imputed to him. Unquestionably, an 
infinitely wise and holy God cannot be supposed 
to change the " commandments he once^ave as a 
transcript of -his own mind ; nor can we imagine^ 
-him offering a law of lower terms suited to human* 
imperfection. No, all things created may pass 
away, but " not one jot or tittle of the law shall pass 
away till all be fulfilled ;" it is as unalterable as the 
perfect,, changeless God who dictated it, and has 
the same demands now on the believing saint, and the 
unbelieving sinner too, that it had on sinless Adam 
in his paradisaical condition. It is in adapting the 
plan of salvation to these eternal obligations of the 
law, that the wisdom^pf God is so wonderfully ma- 
nifested. When man first sinned by invading the 
emblem of his obedience, it was a mystery un- 
fathomable even by angels, how the infinite justice 
which necessarily condemned him, and the in- 
finite mercy which required his deliverance could 
be reconciled. ' A collision between two infinite 
attributes of Deity seemed at hand, and" well 
might appalled seraphs suspend their songs, and 
heaven be wrapt in sudden silence ; but, behold, 
.in the person of the Redeemer justice is satisfied, 
and mercy glorified, and thus "mercy and truth [or 
unalterable justice] have met together; righteous- 
ness and peace have kissed each other."* Christ's 
atonement which has satisfied unbending justice, 
* PS.IXXXY. 10. 
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and his perfect obedience which gave honour and 
lustre to an insulted law, are accepted for believ- 
ers, whose only evidence of an availing interest 
in his suretyship, is that they have the n command* 
ments engraven by the Holy Spirit on their hearts, 
whereby they delight in them as the whole will of 
God and the whole duty of man.'" I remember 
well when I entered on the duties of the ministry, 
how strongly Mr. Hill urged me to begin with de- 
claring the law, as the first step towards leading 
sinners to that Saviour who is made " the end of 
the law for righteousness to every one that beliey- 
eth.* 

Such views as these. naturally lead to those clear 
statements of the inseparable union of justifi- 
cation and sanctification, which were so prominent 
in the sermons of Mr. Rowland Hill. He al- 
ways warned his hearers, that-^^those only, can be 
freed from the guilt of sin by the atonement of 
Christ, who are delivered from the pollution of sin 
by the spirit of Christ." Were it otherwise, the 
second Adam would not restore what the first 
Adam lost, nor fulfil the types of the Old Testa- 
ment,, wherein we see united to every sacrifice an 
ablution, to every altar a laver. " It is," said Mr. 
Hill, in one of his moments of energy, "the worst 
antinomianism that can disgrace the Christian 
character, to suppose that we were redeemed for 
any other purpose, than that our blood-bought 
souls might be fitted for the service of God by his 
Holy Spirit." We have a fine emblem of this, 
in the blood and water which flowed from the 

* Rom. x. 4. 
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pierced side of the dying Saviour ; the blood to 
atone, the water \o cleanse and the only evir 
dence of our interest in the atonement of the 
blood, is our being washed in the water. 

Mr. Hill felt this so strongly, that as he ad- 
vanced in years, holiness became more and more 
ttie constant tHeme of his discourses. His con- 
ceptions of the infinite holiness of God were 
sublime almost beyond imagination, and"he never 
failed to make a right practical use of such in- 
spiring contemplations. Wnat the essential holi- 
ness of the Divine Being is, we cannot compre- 
hend ; 4he eye is soon dazzled by such immen- 
sity of glory ; but we can view it through the 
softening medium of the gospel, which so sub- 
dues-its unapproachable brightness that we may 
contemplate it with serene delight. What then is 
revealed of it in the word of life, and how is it 
represented to us ? We are taught that it is a 
perfect absence of the slightest speck of impu- 
rity an infinite contrariety to the minutest sin 
that it is the^cause of God's making himself the 
great end of all his works, because being infinite- 
ly ho:jy, he is the only perfect good that never can 
be lessened or increased. But the holiness which 
inessential and original in God, is a communi- 
cated quality to all believers, who are to be " holy 
even as he is holy," since all that relates to him 
must necessarily be so : his dwelling place in 
heaven, his sanctuary on earth, his attendants 
above, his saints below, must all be holy. It is 
herein that our likeness to the Lord consists; and 
go deeply impressed was my pious relative with 
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this truth, that he frequently exclaimed " what is 
salvation 1 holiness in time, and perfection^in 
eternity." ~ . 

While Mr. Hill thus dwelt upon the ; subject of 
personal holiness, he always taught that the bible 
describes it as a quality belonging^only to the con-? 
verted, whence he concluded that if holiness Is 
essential,, conversion must be so likewise. Even 
the heathen philosophers^ could " discover that^ 
some change in man's present condition was in- . 
dispensable, before he could be fitted for the serr 
vice and presence of his Maker; but the true 
nature, cause, and effects, of this change, they were 
unable to define, though convinced of its necessity. 
In making known therefore the character .of the 
requisite alteration in the mind of man, revelation 
accords with sound reason and reflection ; it has 
moreover spared no similitude by which it might 
convey to us a true notion of that new creation, 
which, to use a beautiful expression of Mr. Hill, 
" changes .the texture of the human soul, and 
makes it- the very reverse of what it once was." 
Our affections are naturally so perverted, that they 
are centred in the creature, in self, and in sin : ,; 
therefore the design of conversion, is tpSjftirfr 
us from the creature to God, from sel; Jfi> 
Christ, sin to holiness, whereby we may enjpy 
sure repose, certain hope, and real happi- 
ness. Not only the future prospects, -but thfe 

* Plato makes Socrates say that it is impossible to rid the world 
entirely of evil ('* .7roXf<r&ct,i ret ** JWrot) and that 
wo only escape from its contagion by being brought into a degree 
of resemblance and conformity to the Peity. . ._;;,_ 
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present duties and privileges set before us by 
Christianity, are all contrary to the evident pro- 
pensities of fallen human beings ; they must there- 
fore be changed before we can obey, enjoy, or 
anticipate according to the directions of the word 
of God. The truth of this was so evident to the 
enlightened mind of my aged friend, that he de- 
clared it as his opinion, "that all the precious blood 
of the covenant, and all that our Saviour has done 
for us, will never be efficacious, unless we are 
made new creatures.." " Two things," he used to 
say, " I thank my Grod for the land in which I 
was born, but ten thousand times more, for the 
day in which I was born again. O what an ex- 
pression^ born again I in this second birth I 
became a new creature in Christ Jesus. What 
cold language would it be, if we were to say, in 
allusion to St. Paul's conversion, 'after this 'reve- 
lation he changed his religion;' no, no, he met 
with a religion that changed him" When speak- 
ing of this work of God the Holy Spirit, he 
would constantly advert to one, great proof _of 
its being the effect of such a cause, namely, the 
manifest elevation it communicates to the mind, 
expanding and ennobling even the most untutored 
faculties of man. It is the standing miracle,* 
: which has never been withdrawn from the church 
of Christ, and a wilful blindness to this -glorious 
evidence of the Saviour's presence by his Spirit 
in the midst of her, will probably form part of the 

condemnation of those who " have eyes and see 

-'' '---. *f ' 

' * Mn Hill once said, There is no. eyidence"of the truth of re- 
ligion like that of regeneration in thow Who are born of God. 
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not." . " What sort of a power," Mr.-Hill would 
often- ask, "must that be which makes a man ."differ 
from his former self, as^ much as light does from 
darkness 1 "and again, " have we not reason to 
expect to be so transformed ; for since God 
changes -not, as" to his own infinitely holy nature, 
must he not necessarily alter ours, before we (;an 
be united to him 1 " At the same time that he 
was most decided as to the necessity of reg^ne- 
ration, before we can be truly said to be Christans, 
he was far from adopting any thing like an en- 
thusiastic' view of the subject, always deprecating 
fanatic representations of the mighty work of God 
the Holy Spirit in our souls* which he described 
as commencing with the illumination of the under- 
standing,* and ending with the subjugation of the 
will and affections, so as to bring them to centre 
in the will of God, and to delight simply in divine 
things, from a new perception and choice of their 
loveliness and beauty. His favourite illustration 
was from those insect metamorphoses which 
abound in nature.. The butterfly, seemingly made 
on purpose to exhibit the magic hues of the ra- 
diant fight the sun sheds upon its downy|wings, 
rwas once a loathsome caterpillar crawUidg- on the . 
surface of the soil, and alike uninviting in its food 
-and its appearance. Now all is changed ; the eye*^ 
dwells with pleasure on its loveliness, and markslf 
how it sucks the choicest sweets from the flowers^ 

* H used to observe, " A man's glory is his understanding, aiid 
.when it is well directed, it wifl direct him well. Hence, the great 
.work of God is to deal with the understanding, that the under- 
standing may deal with the other faculties, and they may all be 
brought under divine obedience." 

3 
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over which it hovers in its beauteous flight. Thus 
the Christian was once a sinner, -grovelling amidst 
the things of earth, and rejoicing in the paltry gra- 
tification of the pleasures of iniquity but -grace 
has manifested its power ; he has passed through 
a wondrous transformation; he shines to the 
praise of his Redeemer} and feeds with delight on 
the " bread of life sent down from heaven." By 
an image like that I have more than once heard 
my venerable friend describe the wondrous effects 
of true regeneration on the mind of man, and 
which must indeed take place in every human be- 
ing Tie must be born .again before he can enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; that is, before he can 
be fitted for his state of duty and privilege here 
and glory hereafter. Regeneration is the earnest 
of good tjiings to come ; and under this impres- 
sion Mr. Hill once remarked, " if I have the 
image of God in time, I have a certain evidence, 
better than if an angel spoke to me, that I shall be 
with him to all eternity;" and again, "there is 
nothing but the proof and experience of regene- 
ration, which can truly nullify the wretched prin- 
ciples of infidelity." He also said, ,"I should 
never desire to preach, again upon the great work 
Christ has wrought "out for s, unless I might 
connect it with the great work his Holy Spirit is 
to accomplish in s." 

Having now given what I believe to be a correct 
view of the opinions of Mr. Rowland IJill on" 
certain essential "points of doctrine, I shall briefly 
describe his deportment and expectations at that 
solemn period, when, to use his own expression, 
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" he was daily looking for his breaking up day." 
Though still retaining some of those peculiarities 
which were inherent in- his very nature, the general 
characteristics of the last stage of his pilgrimage 
were humility, solemnity and love, exhibited with 
a brightness which bespoke preparation for a world 
of glory. One of his constant 'themes, as I have 
observed before, was the holiness of the Deity, and 
the use he made of his contemplation of this in- 
effable excellency of God, was to remind himself 
of the faint restoration of the divine image hither- 
to accomplished- hi his soul, and to cast himself in 
the dust before the Lord. The increasing illumi- 
nation of his mind served only to discover to him 
the height of the standard, and the lowness of his 
attainments, which led him to remark, he who 
thinks himself come to perfection is a fool, but he 
who does not aim at it, is a greater." 

Nothing was more remarkable in my aged rela- 
tive, than the solemnity of .spirit he so often mani- 
fested in his declining days, both in conversation 
and'the pulpit. On Sunday evening, Dec. 28, 1828, 
he spoke to the following -effect to his hearers in 
London : " Though my thoughts may be.common 
thoughts, they are still solemn thoughts. Here I 
am -I have lived far beyond the" time I expected 
to live, but the age to which I have advanced con-fe 
vinces me that I cannot be long with you ; ^ mustp 
soon depart into the world of spirits. O r .my God,^ 
how -is it with my souH Shall I not seriously 
examine myself, whether I am fit to go out of the 
body, that when I die I may be ever with the Lord? 
Does it not become me, as your minister, to ask 
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you, and does it not become me to ask myself, 
whether I have been faithful to your immortal, 
precious souls whether any of you can lay the. 
charge of your blood at my door? Let me -ask 
myself before God whether I can say, as ]aul did 
to the church and elders of JEphesus, .' I take you 
to record this day that! am clear from' the blood of 
all men, for I have not shunned to, declare unto you 
the whole counsel of God.'' This I certainly have 
attempted, and shall be glad to know whatyou think 
of this matter.- If it should be your unhappy lot to 
lose your lives before your souls are sanctified by 
the Spirit, will your ruin be your fault or mine ? 
Where will be the blame? Have I warned you 
faithfully or not 1 Tell me I will try the question 
again have I declared the whole counsel of God ? 
Tell me whether, in deed and in truth, Thave told 
you again and again what dreadful blame you are 
under as sinners what awful vengeance hangs, 
over your guilty heads what misery must follow 
the sentence of that dreadful judgment, which is 
stated in language so solemn as this, ' the wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men 1 '" After some other 
observations, he added, * O that I had all the mi- 
nisters now in London before me, that I might tell 
every one of them the importance of their work, 
and the value of the trust committed to them. 
Pray .for your minister, that he may be more faith- 
ful to you, and that you may be more faithful to 
yourselves." 

His solemn earnestness increased to the very 
conclusion of his ministry. In the. last sermon he 



HIS LAST SEBMON. . XXIX 

ever preached (March 31, 1833)1 find this touching 
passage, "I cannot speak much this morning: may- 
God speak to your hearts, to such as have 'been 
despising Christ and his gospel till now. .You are 
not farther off from God than Saul of Tarsus was ; 
you are not farther off from God than I was when 
I first went to Eton School.- There never was a 
sinner fonder of this world, or farther, from the fear 
of God than I was then ; but God made me wise 
by his own power. - You are not farther off from 
God than the penitent thief was who hung with 
our blessed Lord upon the cross ; but when in 
penitential language he cried out, 'Lord, remember 
me when thou- comest into thy -kingdom,' it was 
immediately replied to him, l to-day thou shalt be 
with me in Paradise.' He was a sinner upon the 
cross one moment, and a glorified saint in heaven 
the next ! -How do I know but that while I am now 
speaking in weakness, my dear Redeemer is giving 
that supernatural strength to some . poor sinners 
here, whereby theywiH be converted unto God and 
'brought near to him. v Perhaps some- may go home 
and tell their friends, as I have mentioned before 
now, of two brothers having come to this chapel: 
when very wicked persons, (I know one 6fthem 
now,) and how one of them was convinced, and 
went home and- said to his brother, ' O do come 
and hear, it may be you will hear something that 
will do you good, as it has done me.' He came, 
and heard, and the other said to me, ' 0, sir, no 
language can describe 'what I felt when I looked 
upon my dear brother's face and saw the penitential, 
tear trickling from his eyes.* Sinner, may the 

3* - 
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penitential tear now trickle from thine eye, and may 
the Lord grant thee such contrition of spirit as will 
not suffer it to be wiped away, till sin is removed 
from its seat in thy mind." Such were his earnest 
appeals to sinners when he stood upon the^thresh- 
hold of eternity, and the same, seriousness that 
marked his discourses was frequently prominent in 
his conversation. 

But that which most clearly bespoke his ripeness 
for heaven, was the truest spirit of love love su- 
preme towards a God of love, and charity towards 
all men. " I never can love God," he used to say, 
" till I am acquainted with the loveliness of God in 
Christ;" and this was his constant and favourite 
theme. He was much applied to by ladies who 
desired his autograph, to write in their albums, 
and he composed the following lines in 1831, on his 
favourite subject, for that purpose :- 

" GOD IS LOVE." 

Who can deny that God is love, 
When God the Saviour from above, 
Came down to shed his vital blood 
To bring such rebels near to God ? 

What a stupendous act of grace, 

That Christ should take the sinner's place j 

O chant aloud, with high surprise, 

" That we might live, the Saviour dies." 

But still he lives, e'en yet to prove. 
He sways the sceptre of his love, 
While here on earth he reigns within, - . " 
Cleanses vile hearts and keeps them clean. 

Lord, shed abroad that love of thine," 
Which bids the sons of darkness shine, 
Adorned with a celestial dress, 
The splendid robe of righteousness. 
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..Let wond'ring angels join the song 
- To whom immortal notes belong ; 
Liet all oh earth," and all above, 
Conspire to sing that God is love* 

He however gave better proof of " the love God 
shed abroad in his heart," than could be evidenced 
merely by a few pious verses, in the practical view 
which he took of the nature of Christian charity. 
All past bitterness in controversy was deeply la- 
mented by him, and never even referred to but 
reluctance ; and he looked upon e,very man as his 
brother in Christ Jesus, whom he believed to be 
born of the Spirit, and devoted to truth. " The 
most truly influential thing in the world," he said, 
" is love, kindled of God, and fanned into exercise 
by wisdom from above.' ' He thus beautifully illus- 
trated the -excellence of loving God ^supremely 
" What excites love "2 It is life. I may be pleased 
with a fine picture, I may admire a beautiful piece 
of machinery, but I cannot love them ; my affec- 
tions can only be attracted towards things that are 
animate. Where also the capacities of .the living 
being are more limited, as in the inferior animals, 
I cannot feel the same degree of regard I expe- 
rience towards man. My affection rises with the 
superiority of the living object to which it is di- 
rected. Hence I see the vast wisdom of the first 
great command, ' thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God' a being of infinite knowledge,power,mercy, 
love, and holiness^ with all thy heart." 

This supreme love to God is the true secret of 
unity in the Christian church; but it does not 
abound as it ought, because of the prevalence of 
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human selfishness even in things pertaining to 
godliness. There is much worthy of attention in 
this pithy remark of Mr. Rowland Hill " when 
the Lord put the different animals into the ark,, 
lions, tigers, lambs, all agreed with each other. If 
we are really in the ark, we shall also.be blest with 
a spirit of concord." Another of his observations 
was, " if one heaven is to contain us. all hereafter, 
may we have. a little more of that heaven now, by 
being more united among ourselves." " People," 
he also said, " dwell too much upon the fringes 
and phylacteries of religion, instead of laying due 
stress upon religion itself, and this is one reason 
why we do not agree as we ought." These happy 
principles he truly carried into practice as he drew .. 
near the termination of his long career ; and when 
the snpws of almost ninety years rested on his 
head, they could not chill a bosom that was wrap- 
ped hi the mantle of peace and love. 

It now only remains for me to notice the expec- 
tations of this eminent servant of God, when 
awaiting the solemn moment in which he was to 
make proof of his professions ,and his hopes. 
Thus the reader will be prepared ip^those sublime 
reflections on death which are to he found in these 
pages. While his trust in the .faithfulness of a 
covenant God in Jesus was unmoved, sometimes 
a degree of diffidence arose in his mind, from a 
sense of the weakness of his own powers ; but it 
always ended in leading him to 'feel that Christ 
was indeed, in the fullest acceptation of the expres- 
sion, his All. " There is nothing," he sometimes 
observed, ^ which so sweetly mingles with confi- 



BEAUTIFUL IMAGE. XXX111 

denceas the grace of diffidence." He felt that 
faith in the. Saviour is compatible with What every 
one must experience who has any knowledge of 
the human heart distrust of self. His illustration 
of this state of mind was original and eminently 
striking. He compared himself to the unfledged 
bird seated on. a rock, and knowing that the abyss 
beneath him must be crossed ere he can reach the 
opposite shore, but shuddering while conscious of 
the weakness of his wings. " Thus," said he, " I 
tremble while I sit in heavenly places in Christ . 
Jesus, and look towards the other world ; but yet I 
believe God will not let me be launched forth into 
eternity, till he has given me wings that will enable 
me to reach the promised rest ; or if not, he will 
bear me in his arms." 

I have already in my life of Mr. Hill sufficiently 
described his conduct in the chamber of death, 
when he felt that in a few short hours he should no 
longer be a sojourner in this probationary abode of 
the . mysterious creature man. My desire now is 
merely to remark that the leading features of his 
state of mind were such as alone can be conceived 
to be based on ;a^ecure foundation confidence in 
Christ and diffidence'' in self. He that is in any 
other frame, can have no true security ; for it is 
when we are thus "weak" in our own estimation, 
that we may be said to be " strong in the Lord." 

The views of this truly great man have not, I 
thinkjbeen fully appreciated, and perhaps one cause 
of this was that persons who knew him superficially, 
were led hy his eccentricities to overlook the solid 
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parts of his character.* In many points of view 
he was decidedly before his age, particularly as to 
his notions of the practical effect of religion on the 
social system, and the faculties of the human mind. 
He saw clearly the imperfection of the present 
state of the Christian world, and his plans of action 
were much more adapted to what it ought to be than 
what-it really is ; and hence arose their impractica- 
bility. His ideas of truth were too sober for the 
enthusiast, too spiritual for the mere moralist, too 
enlarged for the bigot, too fervent for the lukewarm, 
too-disinterested for the aspiring and of such is 
not what men call Christian society, with some 
happy exceptions, most unfortunately composed ? 
We look, however, for the completion of the Lord's 
well-proportioned temple, and hope ere long to 
witness the glorious arrangement of the now confu- 
sed materials preparingfor the Christian sanctuary. 
Thanks be to God, the eye rests not on decaying 
arches and tottering columns, which indicate a 
sanctuary fallen, but beholds only the unpolished 
stones which are preparing fora building yet to rise 
in majesty and beauty. > ..... 

I may also remark that Mr. Roland Hill esti- 
mated more clearly than most men, now far we are 
permitted to " see through the glass darkly," and 
where the conditions of our present being have 
placed an impassable barrier to that higher know- 
ledge for which we must be content to wait in this 

j 

* In the course of last summer, the son of an excellent prelate, 
distinguished alike for his piety and attainments, told .me that his 
father had read ray life of Rowland Hill, and observed how much 
he had undervalued him, and his views of truth. 
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probationary state, till introduced, with expanded 
powers of comprehension, and probably new facul- 
ties, to a brighter scene above. He knew that 
religion teaches us more, because it gives us " an 
understanding," than cold philosophy has believed, 
and less than wild enthusiasm has vainly imagined, 
and foolishly distorted. He saw that while Chris- 
tianity, regenerates and expands the s,oul, it still 
.treats "t as confined within the limits, and acting 
through the mechanism of a material frame ;. and 
that though it communicates a supernatural power 
to control this machine, so disordered by sin, it 
regulates its movements according to the directions 
of a written word, by which all our actions must be 
guided, and according to which they will be judged. 
Hence arose two important dispositions of his mind 
a willingness to receive with humble adoration 
truths above reason and a desire to act in things 
practical according to reason guided by illumination 
from above. Revelation has two objects with 
regard to man his wants and his probation ; as 
to the former, its words are plain, but as respects 
the latter, they ajre^ characterized by that mysterious 
darkness which^ides the face of Deity, teaching us 
ta exclaim, v ^'ii|fis the glory of God to conceal a 
thing," for thus the precious trial of our faith is 
perfected. 
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WHILST Adam w,as m a ^ta&tif innocence, God 
w&s his vCdnipanion : j. bat, : directly he fell, he 
dreaded the"presenGe : of himy-itt ^iiose presence 
bdfijire h^- had ^iffhted;;io'd^ell. - This is the . 

- '*.' - - ' '. ' ;J-. -".'". '* 

state of mind that ^universally prevails in all his 
.ap^^tB%a6eif\^eY. : 'GaTinW bear to 
GM.;: : (Mp^rett- ? of -^darkness, they 
choose " darJmess rather '^th'ain light, because 
the&'di^\-at^e^i n ;^d :: -tibie^&' not a single 

.- ". >;->; - ;w ,-/V"--. ;v ?-" .-- : . - ^ 

.eu^^!i^r^^ > ^'dj if he would 
himself the>question7that he hates prayer, 
because he -hatesVto draw hear to God. 

.\ , v 

c . " " '."'"_ . 

If I were sure that there was no hell for sin, 

. " ' ;".,.- " ' ' * ** * 

yet I feel sucrf a heU m it, that I never could be 
at rest till freed from it. 

' 
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God will do nothing by means of our cor- 
ruptions. I have always thought it an injudici- 
ous remark, that sin may bring us good. It can- 
not. The Lord may 'overrule any evil for good, 
but he never does good by it. 

I do not like the doctrine, that God sees HO 

'" ^ ' 

sin in his people. His word says the very conr 
trary " I would that ye should be ashamed and 
confounded 'when I am pacified towards you.'"* 
is the import of his messenger's language to par- 
doned Israel. Though it is certain that every 
soul who has fled to Christ is .perfectly secured 
by his great salvation, yet this does not put us 
beyond being accountable creatures before him. 

I do not want to know the filth of sin in the 
practice of sin ;- 1 only;want to feel the filth of 
sin in the power of holiness. I heard of a sanc- 
timonious professor who went ;fi . a, ~ horse-race. 
His minister remonstrated^ with him, .and he 
said, he only went to see the vanity of it. ^ The 
good man replied, "the Scripture says, Hum 
away mine eyes from beholding vanity.' " 

The very breath of an ungodly man is <dan- 
* Ezek. xvi. 63. " '' : ; ^ 
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gerous; we ca,nn6t come near Mm without a 
risk of catching his disease. If we are so long 
in his i company as : niay"afford us an opportunity, 
of, doing him good/ Grod^ be praised ; but whilst 
we attempt to do him good, O let" us take care 
he does us no harm. 

: We must: have done with sin the very instant 
we haveto^do^with the Saviour. 

Whatever God does is right, and I would say 
on all occasions, "I will fee dumb." Certainly, 
if it were consistent with, the will of God to 
annihilate sin, he-cannot want the power but he 
does not. I would not ask him why'? My bu-^ 
siness is to ; be thankful that there is a remedy 
provided for me, and that the ^invitation is uni- 
versal to accept it ; and I a~m to take care that 
the fault is not|mine in rejecting the remedy. 

.Some say, by wayof excuse, '' we must all feel 
the remains of sin." True, bur there is a great 
difference between- treating its presence as that 
of an enemy and welcoming it as a guest. 

I'have said sometimes^ there is damnation/or 
our sins ; I would rather say there is damnation 
n our sins. 



"Whilst I live in sin, God cannot live in me. 

A man may even die as a martyr,, and then 
die to be eternally ruined. The ^ best martyrs 
are those who Jkndw what it is to have the mar- 
tyrdom of sin take place in their hearts. 

We have an awful enemy in Satan, but: we 
have one still worse in our own sinful hearts. . I 
defy the foe without, if I am not likely to be be 
trayed by the foe within. , . , 

O fora universal cry to be saved from sin,, or 
we shall never cry aright to be saved from hell. 
May there be such an effectual quarrel between 
us and sin, that we might, as soon reconcile pur 
bodies to a burning flame, as reconcile our souls 
to sin. "* 

If sin be infinitely odious in the sight of God 
it is as impossible for me to commit a little sin, 
as to commit a little murder, for the- least sin is 
an infinite evil before an infinitely holy God. 

A wicked man often dreads God, but he does 
not. fear him. He fears hell, but he does not 
fear sin. . , ; 



_-s 

Though Hand sin living in me, yet I trasfe 
lives a, dying and decaying, life, , "^ 

- " . -' - ' .,->-* ' ,'. f _. , _ - . -. ' '?'. 

Whenther Spirit convinces -us of sin, we feel 
as the man would Jeebwho suddenly perceived 
himself to be < covered from head to .foot, with 
pitch, and who would be uneasy till he could 
.get fid of it. Thus we feel the evil of sin,- and 
our whole care is to be cleansed from it. . - 

I do think that many who pass for serious 
people in : time, will be driven- from Christ, in 
that awful day when the secrets of all hearts 
shall be revealed. We may have a gilded pro- 
fession. You may gild a decayed post; but; if 
you scratch it, its rottenness will soon appear. 

L. 

There is not a faculty belonging to my Natural 
constitution, .which may not betray me into the 
'enemy's hand^ - 

It is not mere outward sin committed by me 
that Tarn accountable for f the sinfulness of my 
thoughts proves that there is a world of- iniquity 
within to condemn me. 

I remember when I was a boy at school, and 

*'..< . 1* ' . 



S, impressions ''as to sin first came: into my 
DGiSnd, I was much harassed by these words 
"the^end of these things is death." My desire 
now is to, awaken the careless so'to feel sin as to 
cry out, " what shall we do to be saved ? " 

I once went to see a poor"; -man who was 
wounded in the leg. He was in great pain for 
awhile. At length the surgeon said, "Do you 
feel much pain now ? " " No, T do not," was the 
reply, ",1s your pain all gone?" he asked. 
" Yes, it is." The surgeon touched the wound, 
and inquired, "Did you feel that?" ";No" 
" Then death has begun its work, and mortifi- 
v cation will soon spread over the whole body." 
He touched the feet, they were already cold. 
This is the way sin stupifies djdng sinners that 
they feel not, - 

- 1 

My sins grieve rhe, but do not drive me to 
despair. On the other hand, I pray that- a sense 
of Christ's atonement may not make me wanton ; 
but that I may be. ashamed that a pardoned .je- 
hel is not more given up to him. 

*",""' '' " *'.' 

The more I feel a proper sense of pardon, 
the greater will be my hatred to sin. 
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A parent does noit ._ hate Kis child 
is diseased* S.o if I he a chM of G.od, my i 
mitie.s will not alter his love to -me, 
will hate what is wrong in me ; while I shall love 
him the more ardently for this^ as well as for his 
needful corrections. ' - , . 



We are not only wicked from tl^ natural 
propensity of our hearts,, but the natural ,$r& 
pensity of our hearts is to be willingly what we 
are. ; The ; worst part, of a wicked man is his 
wicked will. . 

It is giving up the heart to the wickedness of 
the will, that completes^ the destruction : of the - 
Soul. 

I shall never be in earnest against eyit till I 
have what my God says I must have; an abhor- 
rence of that which is evil.. - .- - 

May there be a holy enmity between me and 
sin, that I may be alive to a hqly friendship be- 
tween Gqd and rny soul. . > 

Nothing can more completely evidence the 
fallen state of man, than the need of the agency 



of power' from a^ove "to false us from the low, 
jpinedj degraded condition of sin, into which 

we lire all sunk, and .in which we shall remain, 
.butjas divine grace accomplishes the gldrious 

change. 

When the reins are thrown upon, the necks 
of our lusts, even refined and educated men 
become pests _of society. 

- Shall I play with the serpent sin, under the 
idea that his sting has been taken away by 

Christ? God forbid. 

v- 

I do not renounce sin only because I shall be 
damned if I continue in it, but because God the 
Holy Spirit has made me to hate it. 

- -. .. "-. ",. -' 

A man carries his own hell in his breast, while 
he carries there his own nature in all its native 
sinfulness. . 

No sin surpasses that of unbelief, which shuts 
out God from the soul, and despises him in all 
his attributes. *'.. 
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-Those need not be afraid of hell ... hereafilfr 
who\are afraid of sin here. ^ ~^^^ 



There is one sin that, destroys its 
namely, levity,. Those who were invited to the 
marriage supper ' made light of it." v 

- \ . .- . ' ' 

Sin is the fuel of the fire of eternal wrath. : 

-/"- -':"--"'.'.- ." - ;" -" ' ',,'-. -v 

The greatest heresy that can deceive the 
human mind, -is the heresy, that makes a-man 
believe he can -meet with mercy while he lives 

in sin. 

' ' . K 

What are the creatures of this world in com-? 
parison of thatrBeing who created and upholds 
all worlds ! He created them; by his wisdom, 
and supports them by his power. He is 4 ever, 
and will be, and must be, for he cannot be other- 
wise, the u . King of kings and Lord of .--lords.? 7 
From the highest seraph to the minutest insect 
he regulates all. Shall I then, "a little worm of 
the earth, pretend to be an independent rebel 
against him ! O that the Lord would make me 
remember that my rebellion has in it these two 
great evils, blasphemy and Jfolly. We say with 
the unbeliever, : " tush, God careth not for it," 



say with the foplj in our hearts, "there 
God." How came this to pass'? Why, 
sinned, and being left to himself, aposta- 
tized from God. According to the dignity .oi 
the Divine Majesty, justice left the rebel-to him- 
self, and gave him over to his own devices', that 
he might try how far he -could make himseU 
happy without God. " The sinner has turned 
me off," said the Lord, "and therefore Jiis 
mind shall be under his own control ; he shall 
act according to the lust of the flesh, the lust 61 
the eye, and the pride of life these shall be his 
curse. As he will not consult me, so he shall 
not be directed by me. I will leave him tc 
creep upon the earth, and he shall act according 
to his own little narrow inclination. He shall 
'be accursed with selfishness, the love of ^him- 
self." Thus God leaves the impenitent to then 
fallen nature, and misery is the result. The 
most awful judgment God can inflict, is to leave 
sinful man to himself. . 

The world cannot produce an instance oi 
misery, of which sin is not the .parent. 

v - ' ' - 

"The devil cares not how men serve him as 
long as they will serve him. He only wants to 



have^heniina chain, regarding not what chain 

it 1C .'"''" " ' -_ - ' " ' ' *li 
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I have often thought of what I once remem-: ;r 
ber to have .heapd :a pious female say in her? 
dying' .moments <: (;hanks be to God, in a few 
hoars moire I shall be placed beyond the dan r 
ger of ever again sinning against my Lord. I 
shall bid an eternal farewell to sin." 

-We have often alarum bells in bur -houses to^ 
warn us of the approach of .the thief. _We 
want them in our hearts, to warn us of the ap- - 
proach of sin. . . 

The wilful sinner is a self-destroyer : he" 
thrusts the devil's sword into his own heart. 

It is amazing how much we injure^ ourselves 
by not inquiring what is essentially wrong^ - 

I should always remember that I am sur- 
rounded by a. mutitude of thieves, who want to 
rob me^of my spiritual treasures, and that the 
enemy is .ever watching to discover where the 
weak^ point is, that he may break in and seize 
upon my jewels. 



te sometimes know that we:,are- wrong^ 
yet do not feel the most distant inclination to 
right. . 



-~A child of -God has a perpetual prayer-book 
in 4iis heart, if he has a 'hatred to;sin- there, for 
that will always keep him praying against it in 
all its forms and degrees. .-.-, '"*?* 

It is plain, that by -nature we belong npt to 
God; because we do not serve him 'with the 
things lie has entrusted to us. 

It will be a miracle of mercy if we get safely 
through our bodily desires and feelings, 

Do we ever sufficiently agonize for the accom- 
plishment of this one object an abhorrence of 
evil? L'et a man of the most powerful eloquence 
try to persuade ns to take -hold of ti serpent or 
any other venomous creature ; we should not do 
it, for we abhor them. So may we seek that 
God may bless us with such a holy antipathy to 
sin, that no power on earth may ever persuade 
us wiUingly to practise it. - 

It is Satan's greatest artifice to make a man 



SIN. . . 

: 3fe. . 

think lightly of sin, while the very first wpk'of 
the Holy Spirit is to make him see it in its true 
colours. ^1 

Sin is Satan's anvil in the heart of the im- 
penitent; it feels nothing from unnumbered 
strokes. 

The two great agents of Satan to lead sinful 
man to destruction, are Pride and Infidelity. 

We are much more hurt by presumption 
than by fear. If any man is living in sin, he is 
guilty of the highest presumption to fancy he is 
one of the chosen of God ; called of God, yet 
not obeying the call ! While a man lives in sin 
we must consider him as an impenitent sinner. 

A natural man desires carnal things as he 
does food. Thus we may tell what we are by 
what we desire. 

In the frosty season of the year there is no 
fruit, all is barrenness; but the nipping frost 
comes not from the presence of the sun, but 

from its absence. So, when the Lord absents 

2 
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not feel the most distant 

' '"" ' 



in^Iib Keattf if ; he^lias a^^redytoisi^t^ 

tHai will y^ays kefep hinr^aym^^iinst it iia 

all its forms" and degrees.- 

' '" 



- ' --.. '."<>; : V'-;- A ..,- ;-." - >-"' -'- 
? It is plain, tbiEtt bynatiire we bpkmg riot to 
<3rod, s b^calise ~we: "do ^ot s^rve -bim %ith the 
things f Tie has jentrustedrtous. 

- It willt)e a miracle of mercy if we get safely 
through our bodily desires apd fee'lin^s. 
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Do -w6 ever sufficiently agonize' foy. 
plishment of this one object-^an abhorrence of 
evil 7 Ltet a man of the most : pbwerM felo^iaenee 
try to persuade ^iis t6 N take --Hbld of % serperit or 
any other venomous creature ;;/we should not do 
it, for we abhor them. So ' :may we seek that 
God may bless rtis i with su0h ; a%^y Antipathy to 
sin, tiiat no power oif Dearth, "may ever persuade 
us wiUingly to practise '-it. ; - . : " y 

It is Satan's greatest artifice to make a man 
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think lightly of sin, while the very first wflfc of 
the Holy Spirit is to make him see it in its true" 
colours. it 

Sin is Satan's anvil in the heart of the im- 
penitent; it feels nothing from unnumbered 
strokes._> 

The two great agents of Satan to lead sinful 
man to destruction, are Pride and Infidelity. 

We are much more hurt by presumption 
than by fear. If any man is living in sin, he is 
guilty of the highest presumption to fancy he is 
one of the chosen of God ; called of God, yet 
not obeying the call ! While a man lives in sin 
we must consider him as an impenitent sinner. 

A natural man desires carnal things as he 
does food. Thus we may tell what we are by 
what we desire. 

- / 

In the frosty season of the year there is no 
fruit, all is barrenness; but the nipping frost 
comes not from the presence of the sun, but 

- from its absence. So, when the Lord absents 
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himMf, the hearts of men are at once-the prey 
of sin and corruption, 

?:.. - ' - \ 

Some Christians complain that sin stiU strug- 
gles within them ; blessed be God, if we feel it 
struggling within us, it is a proof that it cannot- 
prevail against us. '* ^ , 7 



If, by the purifying influence of the Spirit of 
God, I could only see one sin in me as it ought, 
to be seen, I should have enough to lay *ne in 
the dust 

I desire not only to be grieved for my ow 
sins, but I want to be grieved at sin in others. 

O for that grace whereby I may rise with 
holy indignation against the most distant ap- 
proach of sin to my soul I Lord, increase my 
abhorrence of sin. Lord, increase my watch- 
fulness against sin. Lord, increase my desire 
to keep a holy conflict against that abominable 
evil. May I be daily agonizing and panting 
against it, and never be contented till everlast- 
ing victory crowns my struggles in glory. 



si 



An afflicted person may say, 
xsurable disease, and T must reconcile myself 4b 
bear it." But I never wish to be patient under; 
the disease of sin. The plague is an evil, but 
it is not a moral evil ; butithe plague of sin is a 
damnable evil , for it de vilizes the heart. 



SECTION II. 



CHRIST* 
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THOUGH as sinners wemrlevednt^ 

-- .:'-: ..^.-'W-i.-'-'^-f^. 

we have a Saviour by whom'we are 

' , l - :-', . -* - 

redeemed; so that, though weak in 

and defective in all we do, yet, blessed be 

we are complete in Christ. .-.?. *>" 

There need be no fears left in any one wh^ 
can truly say, "Hive, yet not I, but Christ liyeth 



in me." 



I ani sure I can never preach the universality* 
of the offer of mercy through Christ in stronger 
language than that in which it is held forth in 
the scriptures. 

The greatest sin a man can be guilty of, is 
the final rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Some persons say we eclipse the Father's 
glory by ascribing equal honour to the Son; 



but my bitele tells me, it is by the grace p| God 
'* "*" " r, that I give 4he glory to God trie $pn. 
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: jj? We shall blush when we get to heaven, thatf 
Ute^poke so feebly, while pn larth, of the power 

JF&T* &$?*'''''- - f "*.'*. ' 
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o^Christ. 

-i -. ^.ijij. - , 




say, that Christ 
have. 



:-: - ., - . ^ 

If ; OSf>;Xihild of God can ever think of peace with 
^Gbd^bfit asHt cornea through Him who is de- 
': ^scribed^as " our peace. 



"* 



It is the greatest of all blessedness, to "know 
the blessedness that is to be had in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

- The dignity of our Saviour's person should 
be our glory. Christ has conferred an honour 
upon: the manhood of every Christian, by being 
made man for his sake. Let us remember what 
,God hath said " I will dwell in them and walk 
in them." Let my faculties, therefore, be all 
used to the honour of my Redeemer's name. 

* Eph. ii. 14. 
2* 
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May I never meditate upon all the shame and 
ignominy of the Savior's death, without feel- 
ing holy self-reproach, that my sins were the 
means of occasioning his sufferings. 

If I were to approach the throne of grace in 
my own worthlessness, all my prayers would be 
turned back upon me, and instead.of a bright 
mercy-seat being open before me, I should see. 
the black clouds of vengeance hanging ready 
to burst upon my guilty head. But, blessed be 
God, here is the glory my dear Saviour has 
reconciled me to the Father. Sin brought the 
just curse of the sin-avenging law against us all ; 
but, glory be to his name, the Lord, in the per- 
son of Christ, does not ^ impute sin to his chil- 
dren, while he bids me "hate all that is unholy, 
that I may have the same hatred to sin that he 
has. Being complete in Christ, I am dealt with, 
not as a guilty sinner, but as a justified saint. 
Justice has received full satisfaction at the hands 
of my surety ; and though God ubhors, and ever 
must abhor sin, especially in -his own children, 
yet, as he sees me in Christine loves my per- 
son, and accepts my prayers in and through 
him. Still, this conviction should make me at 
all times ashamed of my sins. 
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'Christ has lost none of his majesty by his 
ttiercy; he has lost nShe of his dignity by his 
humiliation ; he has lost none of his riches by 
Ms poverty. Hence, while I adore him for his 
condescension, may I never forget the awe I 
%ight to feel, inr the remembrance of the splen- 

->; P ..'.'- -.' ' 7 <, : "' -.-. .- ' ' * 

dour of his divine i majesty. 



. . - .. ..- 

" so mocE ^convinces me of my need 
of Christ, as my dafly sense of defective services 
before him. , -^ 

t) for a "life hid with Christ in God !" O for 
a perpetual belief in him ! Then can I never be 
poor, while he is rich; I never, can be feeble, 
while he is strong ; Ijifiever can be a fool, while 
he is my wisdom. 

The Saviour must go on from conquering to 
conquer; but the power by which he van- 
quishes is peculiarly pleasing. The heart is 
subdued, and the rebel sinner lays down his 
arms; but the Lord, instead of dragging him in 
chains, makes him ride with him triumphantly 
in the chariot of nis gospel ! 

If there were any thing in the bible that told 
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me salvation depended upon myself, I should 
despair. For if it werdpto say, " Do better," I 
might do better, but not so well as. I ought; 
I love obedience, but I reproach myself aftef 
my imperfect performance of it. The great 
privilege of true religion, is desiring and de-. 
pending upon Christ. . 

All my salvation -depends upon the nativity, 
the crucifixion, the resurrection of our Lord, and 
the descent of his Spirit upon my heart. 

O that we may find the love of Christ to have 
so touched our hearts, "that we. could not endure 
even to be in heaven without him. 

' *i - " " ' * ' ** 

God must cease to fix his love upon his be- 
loved Son, before he can remove it from those 
who put their trust in him. 

* _ . . 

Christ is able to give far more abundantly, 
than I can either ask or think. After all my 
climbing, to get at the utmost extent of the 
blessings treasured up in him for me, I cannot 
reach them. As well may I endeavour to 
stretch out my hand, and pluck one of the blaz- 
ing stars out of the firmament, through which 
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they, roll in their brig&tnessj as _to reach the 
iieight of the love treasured up in Christ for my 
poor soul hereafter. ' ' 

While I cannot obliterate a single sin, while 
,1 see there are debts against me I cannot dis- 
.charge, I go to my bible, and there I find, that 
"by one, offering Qhrist has for ever perfected 
them tfrat are sanctified."* Take the doctrine 
of the atonement out of the bible, and you may 
take away all the rest, for aught I care ; for the 
atonement of my Redeemer is the glory of it. I 
love the word, which says, I am to be presented 
" faultless before the presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy ;"t that I am to be brought before 
God decorated with his*; righteousness, and puri- 
fied by his Spirit, so that I may appear " with- 
out spot or wrinkle, or any such thing." 

' Flying to Christ is the essence of purification. 

Never may I believe that I have a saving 
view of Christ, but as I cry out against myself, 
that his dying love -was necessary. 

I want not to trust in any saviour, but one 

* Heb. x. 14. t Jude24. 
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who can save me; anjjj. as every attribute that 
dwells in God the Father, is centred in God the 
Son. and as all these attributes are engaged to 
be exerted for me by my union with Christ, 
herein is my blessedness. 

I do not preach about the corning of Christ in 
a personal manner, so much as I preach about 
the necessity of coming to him in., a spiritual 
manner. I would rather feel "Christ within 
me," than have miy eyes pleased with the sight of 
Immanuel, and have no heart to love him. Still, 
it would be well for us to ask ourselves, how far 
we do love the "appearing" of our Lord, and 
whether we have a happy mind to say, " Come, 
Lord Jesus, come quickly." 

It is a great mercy, when the Lord keeps alive 
in our hearts warm thoughts respecting his re- 
deeming love, and when we feel ourselves in a 
solemn state, being devoutly (fedicated to God 
dedicated to God through the blood of the ever- 
lasting covenant. 

I need to feel every moment that I am in want, 
and that Jesus can supply all my wants. 
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.Christ first buMs his .temple in the heart, and 
then he furnishes-it. 

* , 

I fully; believe, that after thousands rpf^yeais 
are spent in heaven, we shall be altogether %ur^ 
prised with fresh beams of glory, emanating from 
our blessed Lord. 

If it be permitted^ me to drop one tear in the 
regions of eternal bliss, it will be when a gleam 
of holy sorrow crosses my mind, that I should 
ever have grieved the lovely Lamb I shall then 
see in the midst of the throne. 

f . - 

Divine power gives us to see what the. glori- 
ous reality of redemption is. The curse is re- 
moved. The death of Christ was the death o 
the curse that thrusts the sinner from God. 
Heaven owned .the precious sacrifice, and the 
Holy Spirit of the living God descended to 
conquer and convert hard hearts, and to make 

''!&&''" -'." ' 

sinners new creatures in Christ^ Jesus the Sa- 
viour, This excites the opposition and enmity 
of sinful man, and he~ tries to prevent the work, 

but he cannot. O what a vain effort would it be, 

- y 

if thousands were to arise with the determina- 
tion to obstruct the shining of the morning sun, 
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and to try to place some dark object between 
man and its beams ! But nothing comes with 
such invincible grandeur and dignity as the all- 
powerful gospel, when the Saviour, in his glory, 
ascends the chariot of truth. He comes to con- 
quer, and his course is victory. 

My God wins me to himself, by the amazingly 
attractive influence that beams from him through 
the gospel of his dear Son. Still I would not 
approach him nearer than he permits me through 
Christ. Should we be any better off if we were 
nearer the orb of day 1 No ; the glorious source 
of light stands at its proper distance, and proves 
its greatness and power by its effects. So God, 
in the plenitude of his own glory, shines upon 
the sons of men, at that distance which is best 
for them ; and blessed be his name for every 
beam of the divine brightness, which comes to 
me through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A Justifier by his atonement, a Sanctifier by 
his Spirit, Christ has done the good work for 
me. He is also to do it in me. An unapplied 
Christ is no Christ. 

In the burning summer heat, or in the storm, 
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come after me- let him deny himself, and take 

- ' . ~ i - - - ^ ' - mf ' .. _. "*?* *\t, ' ' ' ~" 

up his cross and-follow me." ";Oh !" say some, 
"this a hard saying;" .but if we are really 
Cluist^s disciples, our discipleship will soon do 
away with the olflSculty of the hard saving, 
What does he bid us renounce ? Only-evil. 

jf Whe soul of religion, is the Spirit of Christ in 
the mind of man. .;..-. 



There is notKl^^inore plain .to'tnB believer, 
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than the suitabfliifeoj Christ's salvation to- his 
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e should endeavour to honour the work of 
redemption, by our close imitation, of Ghrist. 

. "."" %.;,; 

What a charminff sound is there in these I 
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and to try to place some dark object between 
man and its beams ! But nothing comes with 
such invincible grandeur and dignity as the all- 
powerful gospel, when the Saviour, in his glory, 
ascends the chariot of truth. He comes to con- 
quer, and his course is victory. 

My God wins rne to himself, by the amazingly 
attractive influence that beams from him through 
the gospel of his dear Son. Still I would not 
approach him nearer than he permits me through 
Christ. Should we be any better off if we were 
nearer the orb of day 1 No ; the glorious source 
of light stands at its proper distance, and proves 
its greatness and power by its effects. So God, 
in the plenitude of his own glory, shines upon 
the sons of men, at that distance which is best 
for them ; and blessed be his name for every 
beam of the divine brightness, which comes to 
me through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A Justifier by his afonement, a Sanctifier by 
his Spirit, Christ has done the good work for 
me. He is also to do it in me. An unapplied 
Christ is no Christ. 

In the burning summer heatj or in the storm, 
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the irees v often: fail to .gyve; sufficient shelter, 

~ , * - * Z* . - '' ^""^ ' - - _ ' ^ 

bjit the ;ipck supplies it always, -ples^ed be Gpd 
for the ",roek" "Ghrist Jesus, who is also, ; ;the 
fairest among the trees "of the wood, underlwiiose 

'.'.' .- -''' -. -V. .' ' " -I---- :V,:';:;.;^5 - 

shadow we may sit -with ' delight j and^ whose 
fruit is sweet to the taste- : ^ y " --^ .' ^ - 

r -It> is a' mercy to have a solemnv ear, '.to hear 
the solemn-^voice of Ghrist^. whosoever- will 
come after me let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross and. follow me." "Oh !" say some, 
"this a. hard saying;" but if we are really 
Christ's disciples, our discipleship wifl soon do 
away with the difficulty of the hard saying, 

What does he bid us renounce ? Only evil. 

' . -'..-> 

f The soul of religion, is the Spirit of Christ in 
the mind of man. 

-, . ". '. "': " ". ';-. ' -~:.' . '- ' .. -^ 

There is nothing^more plain to the believer, 

than the suita^Ml^t^r Christ's salvation to his 
own-case.- ;. .-\^ ."' . . 



~e should endeavour to honour the work of 
redeniption, by our close imitation of Christ. 

What a charming sound is there in these 

3 
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words "he ever liveth to make intercession for 
us," pleading our cause in heaven. How did 
"* he do it on the cross ? One prayer there 
"Father, forgive them" has brought multi- 
tudes to heaven. Many that heard'Peter's ser- 
mon had probably cried but, ^crucify him, cru- 
cify him," and yet even they were "pricked to 
the heart," and saved by that precious blood 
they had helped so wantonly to spill ! 
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REPENTANCE. 

.. * . _ . 

WHOEVER would be a pardoned sinner, must be" 
first made a penitent sinner. 

O may. I be sensible of the infinite purity of 
my God, and sorrow deeply on .account of my 
sins! I want" to kneel before him, crying out 
that I am vile in his sight, and imploring mercy. 

for true repentance, this first wise work of 
God the Holy Spirit ! God continue this bless- 
ing to my mind till the last gasp ; and when I 
am lying down to die, may I still be crying out 
for mercy, as a sinner saved by the power of 
grace alone! : % ; 

Repentance is not to be considered as an 
outward action, but as an inward feeling. The 
word repentance, means a change. of mind* 

1 caa no more be reconciled to sin~ after this 
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change has taken place, than I can .be recon- 
ciled to burning after feeling the flame. 

Sorrow for sin is one thing, and despairing of 
divine mercy through Christ, quite another. I 
do not want to wipe .away the penitential tear j 
but I want to " behold the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sins of the world." We shall 
despair least when we repent deepest, for re- 
pentance is a good evidence that we are_right. 

I never said that repentance will bring a sin- 
ner to heaven ; but I am sure it will keep him 
out of the way that leads to hell. 

Sometimes a man remarks, when his acknow- 
ledgments of penitence are accepted by a good 
friend whom he has offended, "I believe you 
forgive me, but I shall never be able to forgive 
myself." So he who tastes most of the forgiving 
love of Christ, will find that, there is nothing 
like a sense of .pardoning grace to increase- re- 
pentance, - 

I do not judge that I am born of God, be- 
cause I was once terrified, and thought! should 
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V i 

go to hell for my sins. Repentance is an abid- 
ing grace of the Holy Spirit in a renewed mind. 

I do not tell people to go and soften their 
own hearts ; but I.pray to God'to soften them. 

I never expect the depth of my repentance to 
wash away my sins. Instead of looking upon 
my repentance as the cause of my forgivenesis,"! 
feel that my repentance wants forgiveness. 

God knows how- to pardon the sinner, and 
yet to make him grieve and lament over himself, 
while pardon is pronounced. The precious 
blood of Christ, while it saves me from guilt, in- 
creases my sorrow for it.. 



Repentance is necessarily a purifying grace. 
May I have it with me as my dying companion ; 
may I have it in me at my. expiring, breath. 
I should not be*sqrry to suppose, that nay last 
words would be, ? ' God be merciful to me a 



sinner." 



Come, dear repenting sinner, if thou art cry- 
ing that thou thinkest thou art not pardoned, 
come to Jesus Christ continually, and sooner or 

' 
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later, thou shalt have a sweet sense -of his par- 
doning love made known to thy heart. Plead' 
with Christ, till such time as he shows thee 
mercy and love ; till thou hast the witness with- 
in thee of thy pardon and salvation. 

My soul has been blessed with a sorrow, that 
has made it full of joy. , . 

I wish, .with all my heart, that sin may grieve 
us a thousand times more as believers, than ever 
it did as sinners. I hope we shall always keep 
in mind our days of ignorance, and drop tears 
for sins committed in them. I remember a son, 
who, .upon his father's being reconciled-to^him 
after some offence, wept bitterly when assured 
of his forgiveness. The father wished to comfort 
hinij and said, " Why do you weep now ?" He 
replied, " I do not weep that you have forgiven 
me, but I weep that I should ever have grieved 
such a father." j , 

Watchingj praying, looking up to Gq4, are 
all branches which grow on the tree of repent- 
ance unto life. 

I pray to God, that I may never know the 
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day, in which I do not feel a holy sorrow 
for sin. 

I weU remember some tears which once, fell 
from a godly minister, while I was talking to 
him, and telling him I was called by grace at 
sixteen years of age, I asked him why he 
wept. He said,- "I was thinking of that pas- 
sage ;'who also were in Christ before me.'* 
I never thought of Christ till I was fifty." How 
many ought to lament that they did not begin 
earlier ; that they did so much work for Satan, 
and so little time is now left them to work for 
God. 

- - r . . '.-'' 

What does the resolution, " I will repent 
when I die," mean ? Why. that a man intends 
to enjoy the folly of sin till he cannot turn in 
his bed! 

I had ten thousand times better be among 
those who Weep over sin, than among those who 
make light of their own wickedness. 

If I live under the daily inspiration of that 
grace wnich keeps repentance alive, I shall never 

* Rom; xvi. 17. 
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have done with it, till I am freed from evefjr 
thing that needs repentance. 

'?,*'" 

The Israelites fell down and : worshipped the 
golden calf, being merry. This is not the way 
with God's people ; he fills them with godly sor- 
row, and never communicates his joy till he gets 
them out of themseh r es, ; and unites them to him. 

Repentance is a very busy grace, searching 
out evil in the sinner's heart, that it may be 
ejected wherever it is found. 

I doubt whether God beholds any grace with 
more genuine delight, than he does that of holy 
bfokenness of heart. 

The first evidence of real conversion is real 
contrition. 

The best watchman against sin, is the holy 
grace of repentance. . 

Repentance is a grace that is in every person 
who is holy. A man need not be taught to 
grieve when he feels bodily pain, or suffers a 
loss that brings him to poverty. In such a case, 
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he naturallif feel&and laments his misfortunes. 
Just so it is with the child of. Gfod. He says. 

* . "*/?'*" '' ' ^ * 

{< I delighted ; lii" : sin once, and indulged in it: 
I made it tbe /enjoyment of iny ungodly life; but 
I now mourn over itj for the contrary inclination 
has found its. way into my breast." The new 
man experiences, a holy sorrow for the remains 
of the old evil, just as St. Paul felt when he cried 
out, " O wretched man that I am, who shall de- 
liver me from the body of this death !"* 

\ . : ' 

I can never think with a, man I heard once 
say, "What can a believer have to .do with re- 
pentance ?" The holier I become, the deeper 
my repentance must be; the nearer I get to 
God, the more I shall sorrow over the remains 
of that sinfulness which he hates. I verily be- 
lieve, that could an angel be guilty of one sin in 
a thousand years, that onejsin would cause htm 
more grief} than all the mourning sin causes in a 
Christian during the longest life. 

When I shed the tear of repentance, I find 
Faith stands near me to cheer rny drooping 
heart, and to give me to understand, that while 

* Horn. vii. 24. 
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I condemn myself \ I shall not be condemned by 



' - y*$r ' ' - 

Judas had the curse of despair* ' but Peter 
had the grace of repentance. 

I once visited a poor wretch; when I was at 
Cambridge, who suffered death for a crime of 
which* he had been found guilty. Mr. Penty- 
cross was with me, and i we .spent some time 
in prayer with him. When we were in expec- 
tation every moment of the last awful summons 
from the executioner, I asked him if he could 
give us any hope that he was a penitent; and 
his reply was, bursting into tears, " O, sir, my 
heart is as hard as a stone." O my God, save 
us from hard, impenitent hearts. Where shall 
I find language that will sufficiently explain the 
danger of an unfeeling heart! From "/hard- 
ness of heart, good Lord deliver us." " 

Our condemnation will not be in our being 
sinners, but in our being hardened and impeni- 
tent sinners, neglecting the salvation that infinite 
mercy has provided. '.'". 

I remember, many years ago, a person who 
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- 'pt- ". '*''" " 

was, blamed fdfcfsheddinff tears of godly contri- 

"* .'V^/-"-- : ' jJSfc" ' 

tion. " Wny,|you said," it was remarked. " that 

' ^mmi^X. - ~ - 

religion prodf^ joy." To this the pious 
mourner repfie^ rw It is not religion that makes 
me melancholy, but the want of more of it." 
God give us more of this blessed melancholy, 
that we may pant for the glorious evidence, which 
shows the great work to be materially begun. 
It is the grace of repentance unto life"* which 
carries us into high places, even while we pass 

through this lower world. 

' ~ 

There is nothing that comes more forcibly 
into my mind now I am drawing so very near 
the grave, than my need of repentance. I 
grieve that I cannot live nearer to God, as I 
draw nearer to his eternal presence. Evangeli- 
cal repentance, "does not break the heart, but it 
melts the heart. My soul aspires to sit at the 
Redeemer's feet, as the only place where I can 
find hope, joy, and all the other enlivening 
graces of the Spirit. 

When people cry out against themselves, be- 
cause they are so far off from God, that is the 
time in which the Lord draws near to thenf. 
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-Wherever there is repeiatanil^pFards God, 
it is accompanied with a,fll,rffMtrii5e of other 

''-'" '^saii!K& v - ^ 

graces. For instance, there co^^the grace of 

faith, and my poor weeping e^jre&^^fe 11 ? 011 ^^ 
whom my sins have pierced.. Tlien the dear 
Saviour sweetly says, ' ; ff look unto me and be- 
saved." ^ 



<%*. 
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, FAITH, AS CONNECTED- WITH HOPE AND LOVE. 

MY faith is not an imagination ; I rest upon it, 
and find myself refreshed thereby. Faith has 
its origin in heaven ; gloriously it comes from 
heaven, and brings all who possess it up to 
heaven, filling them with the celestial mind of 
the Redeemer. They know nothing of believ- 
ing, who have not found' faith to be a purifying 
grace. By believing, we are " changed into the 
same image (that of Christ) from day to day." 

It requires, I apprehend, a great deal of cau- 
tion and spiritual wisdom to preach about the 
assurance of faith. I do not say, that some 
happy souls do not draw nearer to this point 
than their feliow-christians ; but I do not ex- 
pect to gain a greater degree of it than St. 
Paul, who always had holy fear mingled with 
his glorious expectations. 

Faith presents divine realities to our mental 

4 



pp 



38 FAITH,' AS CONNECTED WITH ^&; . 

eye ; hope, that lovely, lively grae, goes out, 

and follows them home. ^ ,^-: 

^P 

r?\:-> - 

The command is, "fight the good fight of 
faith." Blessed be God, though there are many 
warriors who enter into battle with doubts and 
fears as to the issue of the conflict, it is not so 
among the soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who wage the celestial warfare. Victory is de- 
clared before the combat commences, and as 
sure as they begin to fight, faith tells them they 
shall be made "more than conquerors.'" 

May I know in whom I have believed, by 
feeling the fine vivifying effects true faith pro- 
duces on the mind. - " 

I dare not call any thing a work of faith, but 
as I am directed towards it by the word of God, 

" I do not know any passage of scripture, where 
true faith is mentioned otherwise than as a prac- 
tical grace. 

There is enough of light beaming through 
the obscurity of present things, to convince the 
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eye of faith^liat there is a very bright sun 
behind. " K 



Every |holy; thought, which is felt as the 
genuine- offspring of regeneration in the heart, 
is a sort 'of heavenly invitation to go out after 
God, and to meet him, to receive by faith all 
that grace he promises to communicate to his 
believing people. - 

I want to feel such a solid good .thing im- 
planted in my mind, that I cannot have a doubt 
my faith is of God. 

Children are fond of exerting the little strength 
they have. We all know that their frame gains 
strength by this. So the children of God find 
their faith increased by daily exercising it. 

If I can but believe that all which occurs to 
me is meant for my good, I shall get good out of 
every thing. 

My soul can only be kept alive, as the divine 
life is communicated to me through faith, mo- 
ment after moment, by my God. 
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I once saw a child with 1 a pretty bird, to 
whose foot he had fastened ..a string, and so let 
it fly while he held it. I bargained for the lit- 
tle captive, and the instant it became mine, I 
loosened it, and let it go ; and away it flew into 
the air, rejoicing in its release. Had the crea- 
ture possessed a mind, I question if it would not 
have returned to me; but it had no mind; I 
could not make it know that I was its friend. 
Thus the believer flies _a way when set at liberty 
from sin, and from the world, while God not 
only gives him freedom, but subdues his soul, 
acquaints him with his benefactor, and causes 
him, after all his excursions, to return, and re- 
pose believingly and lovingly on his bosom. 

God himself comes down as the God of love 
into the hearts of the faithful, and there sheds 
his love abroad through all the faculties. The 
understanding, the will, the affections, and all 
belonging to believers, are filled with the love 
that flows from him. The understanding loves 
to comprehend him, the affections to follow him, 
and the will to obey him. 

One of the most glorious communications to 
believers, is the power of loving God supremely. 
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The-more I m under the influence of that 
sacred love, which ris shed abroad in the belies 
ing heart by%he Holy Ghost, the more I shall 
feel an unfeigned concern that I am. not nearer 3 
and cannot get nearer, to God every day. 

My faith is the excellent messenger that goes 
out after God, and climbs up into- heaven,, to 
bring down such blessings into my heart in lime, 
as tend to fit me for eternity. 

The whole character of the Christian seems 
to be comprehended in this titlea believer in 
Christ, 

The food of faith is in the promises of a faith- 
fulGod. ';: 

We need never be afraid of mixing fear and 
/altogether. I need not fear Christ; but I 
do greatly need to fear myself. The apostle 
did~not so much fear he should be a cast-away, 
as, looking at himself, that he might be one. 

O for the wings of faith and love, to fly above 
this world ; and when I have them, may I see 
that they are so constructed and protected, that 
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contact with the things of earth may not injure 
or pollute them. 

The love of the wicked cannot be called real 
love ; for while they seem very pleasant and 
cheerful with each other, there is no genuine 
affection amongst them. No person knows what 
it is to have good fellowship with others, till he 
has been taught first of all to have fellowship 
with God. 

Love is the diamond amongst the jewels of 
the believer's breastplate. The other graces 
shine, like the precious stones of nature, with 
their own peculiar lustre and^various hues ; but 
the diamond is white now, ; in white, all the . 
colours are united : so in love is centred every 
other Christian grace and virtue love is the 
fulfilling of the law* 

We must not fancy that we are believers in 
Christ, because we believe certain essential 
parts of the gospel to be true, without feeling its 
power upon the heart. ' 

The soul which lies belie vingly and humbly at 
the feet of the Saviour, will soon see hope de- 
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scending; as a/ "mystic ladder from above, invit- 
ing him to ascend to heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus. 

t 

We are half way to heaven when our faith is^ 
in full exercise. 

Thanks be to God, it is revealed in the plain- 
est language, that Jesus Christ came to put 
away my sins, (I have, alas ! enough of them,) 
" by the sacrifice of himself." I rejoice that I 
know how I may be forgiven. I might have 
ransacked my reformations over, and over again, 
and never had one moment's 'peace of mind ; but . 
now I know how to obtain pardon and comfort 
through the hope I have in the gospel,." a hope 
that maketh not ashamed." The work is done, 
my redemption is complete, and I have nothing 
to do as a sinner, but to accept, through faith, of 
that perfect salvation which God has wrought 
but on my behalf. 

While all confidence in tfie things of the 
world proves to be vanity and vexation of spirit, 
glory be to God, faith in the gospel furnishes us 
with substance. How finely does St. Paul de- 
scribe that glorious mainspring of the graces of 
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the heart when he calls it " the substance of 
things hoped for." That is not vanity ; for when 
I touch substance, I can well feel that I do not 
come in contact with a bubble; I recognize a 
reality. When I stand : upon a rock, I am not 
like a thing that is carried aloft 'upon a volume 
of smoke. I have solidity to tread on. Now 
there is no real substance but what faith brings 
home to the heart ; he that believeth and lov- 
eth God shall " inherit substance."* 

* Prov. viii. 21. 
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70 HOLINESS. 

GOD cannot 'make me happy, except he makes 
me holy. Angels find all their happiness in 
their holiness. Holiness is not the cause of 
salvation, but it is the invariable effect of salva- 
tion ; and I think I may be bold enough to say, 
that not one drop of the blood of the everlasting 
covenant could ever have been 1 shed for man, 
but that God might accomplish his gracious de- 
sign of restoring his holy image on the human 
mind. 

Holiness is the white stone ; the evidence of 
our acquittal. 

The Lord gives none > of his holy graces ex- 
cept to the pure in heart : he prepares the soul, 
before, he fills the soul. 

Let a man be made holy, and he will give all 
the glory of his holiness to the grace of God 
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the Holy Spirit. ' ? However some may pride 
themselves on a righteousness of their own, I 
am sure they who are holy, will ascribe their 
blessed condition to the. grace which brought 
them into it. It is impossible to believe, that 
those bright celestial beings, the angels of Gody;. 
who are living in the divine presence without 
the least stain of sin, can have any other imag- 
ination of their perfection, than that they receive 
all their holiness from the excellency of their 
God. 

Instead of seeking a reward for being right- 
eous, let us remember that God cannot give us 
a better reward than righteousness itself. ' 

. How many hurtful things should we instinct- 
ively abstain from, if we were among the num- 
ber of the blessed ones, described as the pure in 
heart. 

We know with what an excellent nicety the 
skilful engraver can represent the forms he de- 
signs to produce ; but it is essential to his art, 
that the substance he engraves upon should be 
suited to receive the impression. What could 
he do on the surface of a coarse tile ? So God 
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first refines the heart, to fit it to receive his 
lovely image, and then, by the operation of his 
Spirit completes the glorious work. 

Wherever a true knowledge of a holy God 
is brought home to the heart, it fills us witH 
confusion that we are so unholy.- I read my 
own 'condemnation in the purity of my God. 
How shall I stand at his appearance without 
holiness, when he can sooner cease to exist than 
he can cease to hate sin ! 

When a person means to erect a handsome 
edifice upon the site of a great number of de- 
cayed "buildings, it never once enters his mind, 
that he can convert them into any use for this 
purpose. " No," he says, " let them all he 
pulled down, and taken away." >~ So the natural 
rubbish of the heart must be taken away, for it 
never can be employed in the erection of a holy 
temple to the glory of God. 

I can never look upon God with joy while I 
remain impure. When my eyes were diseased, 
I could no't look upon the light j but the fault 
was not in the light, but in my inability to re- 
ceive it. It is a sure sign of a deceased soul, 
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when it canndt enjoy the light of holiness, nor 
bear the shining of the candle of the Lord. 

Though the world is very dim-sighted as to its 
vision of Christ's personal glory and beauty, yet 
it is very clear-sighted as to how much of hisf 
holy image it sees in us. 

God cannot deal with us in away contrary to 
himself. He only deals with us to make us like 
himself. If I do not feel the divine nature in 
me, I shall not be disgusted with sin as I ought 
to be. 

The Lord knows all his creatures ; but he 
knows none of them in a way of approbation, 
but those in whom he sees the reflection of -his 
own image. 

I wish to view God in all his ways, and to ad- 
mire and adore the great Creator; but the 
grand mode of discovering his glorious power, 
is to regard his work upon the souls of his peo- 
ple, whereby he makes them new creatures, and 
adorns them with the beauty of holiness. 

A true Christian manifests the essential glory 
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of the divine holiness. I use the following ..ex- 
pression fors want of a better i-^-The moral 
excellency-Q&Qod. beams forth irom those who 
are made spiritual by him. 

-i 

r ' It will avail us nothing that v 
among men on earth ; holiness aid 
for heaven. -^ 

I believe we can do more^good by being good, 
than all the wisdom treasured up in man has 

^ 

power to effect." - - ' V .- 

There is something remarkably commanding 
itt'the dignified spirit pf holiness : the man who 
has it, must be honourable. 

Holy longing for God is the plainest proof 
that we possess God. 

From jhe moment I rise, till the moment I go 

: : ; . -i "; ;.'*"*" - _ - .' J;/ .-.'..",;- - - O 

to res|;, I'niust never once put off the "breast- 
plate Gf 



I dare not sin -for this reason -God is holy, 
and I want to "find my happiness in himv' 

' ' 
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when it cannot enjoy the light of holiness, nor 
bear the shining of the candle of the Lord. 

Though the world is very dim-sighted as to its 
vision of Christ's personal glory and beauty, yet 
it is very clear-sighted as to how much of his* 
holy image it sees in us. 

God cannot deal with us in away contrary to 
himself. He only deals with us to make us like 
himself. If I do not feel the divine nature in 
me, I shall not be disgusted with sin as I ought 
to be. 

The Lord knows all his creatures ; but he 
knows none of them in a way of approbation, 
but those in whom he sees the reflection of his 
own image. 

I wish to view God in all his ways, and to ad- 
mire and adore the great Creator; but the 
grand mode of discovering his glorious power, 
is to regard his work upon the souls of his peo- 
ple, whereby he makes them new creatures, and 
adorns them with the beauty of holiness. 

A true Christian manifests the essential glory 
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of the divine holiness. I use the following .ex- 
pression for; want of a better ir^The moral 
e#ce/few<^^ God beams forth from those who 
are made spiritual by him. >_ 
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for heaven. '<.'..' /: -5" 

I believe we can do more^gopd by being good, 
than all the wisdom treasured up in man has 
power to effect. ^ > 

There is something remarkably commanding 
in trie dignified spirit -of holiness : the man who 
has it, must be honourable. 

Holy longing for God is the plainest proof 
that we possess God. ; 

From_the moment I rise, till the moment I go 
to rest, I must never once put off the "breast- 
plate of righteousness;" 

I dare not sin -for this reason -God is holy, 
and I want to find my happiness in him/ 
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If angels were not naturally holy, they would 
be uncomfortably holy. '...-_ .--'. 

We cannot see a diamond in thedark ; but if 
light is brought in, it shews itself at once. So 
the holiness of the true believer shines "in the 
light of the vLord " according to the commandy 
" arise, shine, for thy light is come." 

When I set about the work .of being holy, I 
pray to God to give me the holy will, and then 
I am sure I shall have the holy power. .;?' 

I once heard a curious conversation on the 
cause of the likeness of young children to their 
parents, especially with regard to expression of 
countenance. One suggested, that as the pa- 
rent who nursed the infant smiled on it, the 
little sympathetic babe smiled again and caught 
the mode from the parent. So, while we are 
carried as babes in Christ /on the arms of our 
Redeemer, he smiles upon us, and awakens a 
sweet response from us again and again, till, at 
length, we grow up after his own likeness. 

Christ is the bridegroom of his spouse the 
church, and adorns every member of it with the 
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robe of his own righteousneis, and the jewels of 
his, holy graces. 'Still the believer is humble, 
though decked in this celestial attire ; and as- 
the,loving wife thinks not so much of the dia- 
monds she wears, as of the faithful husband who 

V - s ' ' . ""'..-"'. " -* ' ' 

bestowed them, so the Christian does not va.lue 

' . __ , . . _" - 

himself for the beauty of his holy garments, but 
on account of the alliance to the Lord" and Sa- 
viour who gave them. - ^ 

What is the wedding garment? Some say 
it is the imputed righteousness of Christ ; some, 
that it is the impart righteousness of Christ; 
others, that it is holiness of character. '. I con- 
sider -it to consist of all three together.. " Put- 
ting on the Lord Jesus Christ," is possessing 
his righteousness imputed, his holiness impart- 
ed, and his example imitated. He first makes 
the robe, and then fits us to wear it. 

\ 

The moon is in its full-orbed brightness when 
its disk is turned completely towards us, and 
towards the suu.. The Lord help us to turn 
our faces towards the sun of righteousness, and 
his glorious beams will be finely reflected on the 
world around us. 
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I desire to set the holiness of God always be- 
fore-me, that I may be abased at my sinralness 
in his sight.- " ; 



. 

What a little mind is that of man. wheiQ<com- 

''.--"'. '-: ' . 1. '* '''-&, 

pared with .- infinite intelligence ! yet'thefetis 

*-" * ' * '- " ^"^ " - > t ''*' 

somethinff strikinff in the thought. that'this ! m- 

.-^t .' . '-.' ~ * 4^, 

tie mind is capable of enjoying the holiness^of 
God, and dealing spiritually with him. V/' ^ 

*. ...-_- 

What is salvation? Holiness in time, and 
perfection in eternity, : ^s V\ ^g 

" "" 



' * 

My foolish nature will certainly be overpqme 
by my fleshly appetite, unless a wise and b||j^ 
spirit is created in me, whereby I am enable^ to| 
delight in obeying the will of God. :*!' 

- -' *,.'. - -'---.' 

' * 

There will be no need tb'teacK? a man to be\ 
virtuous, if God has made him holy. 

Some people think religion a misery. What, 
a misery in holiness ! then God himself must 
be miserable. O no, a holy God communicates 
himself to the soul, that he may make it rejoice 
in him, and in him only. 
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If I would be a suitable companion to men of 
superior minds, I must have a proper education. 
So, if I am to be the associate bfUholy angels, I 
must be made as angels are. T 

: .-ivy j'fri . . ' /'.: '.- . -'",''*',. 

JEvery new-born soul has a holy /taste given 
i^jpr-'it could not & hunger an)pttiirst after 
righteousness." : 

'rl love to see all the sweet flowers and fruits, 
Grod makes the earth bring :forth to 

us* and then I think. O that I could bear 

- 4 ' -.". 

more fruits of righteousness to please him. 



. 
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SECTION VI. 

PRAYER. 

IN all our devotions we should look solemnly to 
our hearts, as -soon as our lips are opened be- 
fore the Lord. It is an awful thing to deal 
carelessly with God. 

Prayer, what is it ? I know what it is it is 
the Spirit speaking in me ; and when God hears 
my prayer, he hears his own language in me. 

I love to feel my wants ? because I know how 
to go to Him who can supply them all. 

Some persons, who have no idea what prayer 
is, make a great merit of their prayers, and 
fancy they do God service, by going as beggars 
to his footstool. 

They who truly renounce their own will, and 
rest purely on the teaching of the Holy Ghost, 
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find a solid, wise speaking vouchsafed to their 
minds, whereby they can ask aright for grace -to 
live to God's glory. 

The Pharisees were to receive the "greater 
damnation " for their prayers: so is our condem- 
nation oKvious, when we have nothing to bring 
before God but words. 

Prayer is of no avail, unless the soul is in earn* 
est with God. Observe that small but sweetly 
melodious bird, the lark, which keeps longer on 
the wing than most others, how when he tires, 
ne drops a little, and then rises with redoubled 
effort, determined to sing out his song.^ Thus 
the praying soul pursues its devotions before 
the Lord. 

O the sublimity of fervent prayer 1 How it 
dignifies those who are continually found in it ! 
It is indeed a wondrous grace, teaching us to 
address God in his own way. What I say, he 
dictates ! My words of prayer, though polluted 
by the breath I breathe, still, blessed be his 
name, go up an unpolluted sacrifice presented 
by Christ. I put my prayers into my Redeem- 
er's hand ; he pardons and purifies what is mine, 
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takes them spotless to his Father's throne, and 
they are answered by innumerable blessings. . 

Never was a spiritual good earnestly desired, 
which God did not vouchsafe to give. 

The promises should be our annal of prayer. 
We pray bes't when we expect most, and I am 
sure we can never raise our expectations beyond 
God's assurances, who says, that he will give 
"far more abundantly above all that we can 
ask or think." 

It is a poor thing to have strong words and 
weak desires; but it is a blessing indeed when, 
though the words may be feeble, the desires 
are strong. 

-Sometimes a man may say, " I think God 
does not answer me, because my prayers are so 
unworthy." They are not so, if God has created 
the spirit of prayer within, and if they are offer- 
ed through Christ, the great atoning sacrifice, 
perfumed with his incense and- cleansed by his 
blood. Though what comes frojn ourselves 
deserves^ no answer, yet through him we shall 
never pray in vain. 
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There is nothing like abroken and contrite heart 
to teach us our neeid of prayer. Let a man hold 
his peace if he can, when he has really felt his sin . 

l - . ",.*" 

' - *- - ,' ' - '- : ; 4_ 

It is a great proof that bur minds are fashion- 
ed according "to the will of God, when there is 
a lovely correspondence between :"pur prayers 
and his word when the language: of scripture 
is the language of our feelings. God loves to 
hear himself speak in the soul, and what he 
speaks in us, he will condescend to grant to our 
everlasting good. 

Blessed is the man who knows how to whis- 
per out to God the inmost secrets of bis soul. . 

There can be no true devotion where there is 
no true knowledge. 

It is a sure sign that we pray aright, if we are 
enabled to desire nothing but what God has 
declared he delights in giving. 

A very small degree of knowledge might 
teach us, that if we beg pardon for our sins, in 
the cold way, which evidences our knowing 
nothing of them, we only contract more sin. 
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Conformity to the divine will, is one of the 
desires always uppermost in a believer's prayer. 

We should not be contented with merely pray- 
ing, but should be continually looking to our- 
selves, to see if our prayers are Jieard. 

To the man who has not the spirit of prayer, 
the fountain of life is dried up. 

I do not believe spiritual prayer can ever be 
unavailing prayer, though it is not answered in- 
stantaneously. I may pray for my own growth 
in grace, and not feel its sensible, increase. If 
we water our flowers, we do not .see them grow, 
but in time we perceive that they are grown. 

If prayer does not cause us to leave off sin- 
ning, sinning will soon make us leave off praying. 
The great thing is, to live as we pray. 

Our prayers are never salutary to pur minds, 
unless they are efficacious as respects our lives. 

I differ in opinion from those who do not 
pray, till they imagine they are .moved by the 
Spirit. Does God need our prayers, that he 
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shotildgive an immediate impulse? Verily, a 
child of God is a cliild of prayer, and has that 
spirit always abiding in him. When I call 
on a Christian to pray, t only tell him to exert 
what is ivithiri himself. 

Though the spirit of prayer is not; always act- 
ing, it is always dwelling within the believer's soul. 

If we pray for others, though the prayer is 
not answered for them, it will be for ourselves. 

When the windows are open on a summer's 
morning, the dew enters, and so damps the tin- 
der, that it will not take fire. Thus may the 
dew of heaven damp our corruptions; may prayer 
bringdown the dew that shall prevent our in- 
j flammable nature from taking fire, amongst the 
sparks elicited by collision with the world. 

Never attempt to practise a single grace^ with- 
out praying to God for grace to put it into prac- 
tice; 

God has dignified prayer, by commanding 
his Stfn to " ask " him. ~ 



60 PRA.YER. 

The Christian is .commanded to " pray with- 
out ceasing." He cannot always be engaged in 
the positive act, but he should have .what I. call 
a holy aptitude for prayer:. -The bird is not 
always on the wing, but he is ready to fly in. ant 
instant ; so the believer is not always on the 
wing of prayer, but he has such a gracious ap- 
titude for this exercise, that he is prepared in a 
moment, when in need or danger, to fly for re- 
fuge to ; his God. 

How much may be said about the holy grace 
of prayer of the glorious God to whom prayer 
is addressed ; of the dignity of the channel 
through which it passes-^the Saviour's media- 
tion; of its inspiration into our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost; and of the praise it causes us to 
render unto God again, when answered ! 

We are to be "instant in prayer." Good old 
John Bunyan represents his pilgrim, when in the 
valley of humiliation, as laying aside all his other 
weapons, and taking only that of all prayer. 
We are invincible, while we are prayerful. 



There never can be communion between 
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and thV Lord, until there is connection between 
us and the Lord. 

f 

My chief confidence that I am right with 
God, arises from the desire I feel to keep up a 
holy intercourse with him. 

- Though sensible of the defectixeness of my 
prayers, I would not but be a praying man for 
a thousand worlds. ~ 

It is very r pleasant to go to God. in prayer, 
when I know that I shall be happy in the enjoy- 
ment of the blessings I am directed to seek. for. 

I imagine the song of an angel cannot be more 
pleasing to our merciful Redeemer, thep. an 
earnest address from a poor sinner, to be deliver- 
ed from the evil of his own heart. 

When I want to act without seeking direction 
from God, I set myself up against him. 

The instant lopen my lips in prayer, 1 wholly 
give myself up to God. 

6 
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SECTION VII. 



AFFLICTION. 

WHILE God corrects with one hand, he sup- 
ports with the other, and makes us say, even in 
affliction, " his mercy endureth for ever." 

We cannot have fertilizing showers on the 
earth without a clouded heaven above. It is 
thus with our trials. 

* Many an ox may be worked hard in the field, 
but after- a time, its owner may say, "let him 
be turned into a rich pasture." There he lives 
without molestation in luxury and ease; but it 
is preparatory to his death. Sinner, take care 
of unsanctified prosperity, its end is death ! 

The devil tempts that he may bring us into 
sin ; but the Lord sends trials that he may bring 
us out of it. 

There are some graces belonging to the chil- 
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dren of God, which can only be exercised in the 
furnace. 

i ' " 

Whatever God gives us, we should take it 
thankfully, and use it to his glory ; but when he 
takes it away, our business is to say, "Father, 
thou knowest what is best for thy children." 
O we could part with a thousand worlds, if we 
were but filled with the .power of the world to 
conie. ^ 

It is a great mercy to have a bitter put into 
that draughf^which Satan has sweetened as a 
vehicle for his poison. 

We should not repine at dark providences, 
for there is light on the other side of them. 

Let me be put into the furnace, if it renders 
me malleable before God, and let me rise out of 
the furnace with the image of Jesus on my heart. 

There are two softs .of trials, the one of God's 
sending, the other of our own making. The 
former are wisely sent, but we must expect to 
suffer under those we bring upon ourselves. 
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Were we more convinced, of the depravity of 
our hearts, we should be more resigned to the 
chastisement with which God is pleased to cor- 
rect us. Affliction's rods are made of many 
twigs, but they are all cut from the tree of life;. 

The painter knows -that dark shades bring 
out his finest figures. Thus the Lord often 
exhibits the brightest of his saints in affliction; 

If afflictions work good in us, they will only 
be; as waves to lift our bark into the haven of 
eternal rest. 

What is my duty in all my perplexities? 
Humbly to wait on the Lord, and to seek- his 
guidance step by step. " O Lord," I would 
say, " thou hast enabled me to take one step, 
give me grace to proceed farther. Bless me 
with wisdom to meet the next difficulty, that it 
may be overcome. There is another trial com- 
ing, help me through it, for I need direction and 
strength from above. Let every succeeding 
dispensation tend to the purification of my soul, 
and to the increase of my reliance on thee." 

>- v . 

Poor old Jacob reckoned wrong when /he- 

'i-i- -- . . 
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saidj "all ttee things are against me." He 
was mistaken indeed, for they were afl for. him. 

If I am right with God, my desire will not be 
so much that he should help, me out of my trials, 
as that he should preserve and bless me in 
them. The true Christian is " patient in tribu- 
lation," and if God denies his request to be 
delivered from any trouble, he can even praise 
him for the denial. , - 

I knew an excellent woman, who was ei- 
tremely generous to the poof in the days of heir 
affluence. At length, the wicked conduct of 
her own child reduced her to poverty. She 
then said to me, "It was once my duty to do 
good, it is now my duty to suffer ill ; but all 
will be peac and joy hereafter ; these l light 
afflictions' I find are working out for me * a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.' " 

It is nearly six thousand years since Abel was 
cruelly murdered by his bloody brother Cain. 
Does he regard now those painful strokes, by 
which his soul was driven out of his body into 
glory ! No, he has before him everlasting joy, 
"'- - - ; ' -6*""- " >'*.- 

W *- &s t -,; 
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and gladness, and sorrow and sighing have lottg 
flown away. 

There is no sweeter spirit than a yielding 
spirit, submitting to God, and saying, "thy/will 
be done." ; 

. - "> 

LINES ON AFFLICTION.* 

Thy suffering disciples, "dear Saviour draw nigh, 
And under thy cross, on thy mercy rely ; 
Supported by thee, they .can banish all pain : 
f Jesus shall never complain. 

"' 



Should the sword of thy judgment go forth through the land, 
While the stroke we confess would be just at thy hand ; 
"We'll sing of thy mercy again, and again: 
Disciples of Jesus shall never complain. . 

Should die arrows of sickness and death fly abroad, 
Each arrow we own would be just from our God, 
In humble submission, the lot we sustain : ' 

Disciples of Jesus shall never complain. 

Should blasting and mildew in judgment destroy 
The corn and the wine, we in mercy enjoy ; , 

No losses shall grieve us, e'en death shall be gain : 
Disciples of Jesus shall never complain. 

'' 

* These lines were kindly sent to me, in Mr. Hill's owtt 
hand- writing, by J. Dalton, Esq. of the Priory, Peckham. 
To the, best of my knowledge, they have never been printed 
before* 
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Should the Lord by a murrain the cattle destroy, 
No anxious disquiet our minds should annoy ; , 
Should he deluge our harvest/with tempest and rain, 
Disciples of Jesus shall never complain. , 

,'' .,."'::...- . : - '.-v * -. . 

Should the wife of my bosom be torn from my breast, 
Or an Isaac as lovely r aa i" Abraham possessed, 
>T was the Lord that both gave and demanded again: 
Disciples of Jesus shall never complain. 
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GRACE.*' 

INSTEAD of grace making me negligent, it is 
impossible to have grace without being ,made 
diligent/ , \ 

Grace not only teaches me to act without 
anger and revenge, but forbids me to feel them. 

* The word Grace, as found in scripture, is a comprehen- 
sive term. I think, however, its uses are comprised within 
'th&three following heads : 

., 4v l. ?The gospel doctrine of gracej that is the gratuitous offer 
tlljiireconciliation to God through Christ, as opposed to his 
^wrath -to the debt due to his broken law and offended jus- 
-tice- to man's desert. It is the proclamation of = the free, 
unmerited favour of God in the covenant of grace to peni- 
tent sinners. Rom. v. 15, to end ; Rom. xi.'6 ; S^Tim. i. 9 ; 
Rom. yi. 14 ; John i. 17 ; Gal. v. 4 ; Ephes. i. 7 ; Tit. ii. 11 ; 
Heb. H.-9; 2 Cor. viii. 9. 

2. The work of true religion carried on in 'believers, by the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in their hearts, whereby they 
bring forth fruit to God's glory, and are enabled to "grow 
in grace," (2 Pet. iii. 18,) while each confesses with St. Paul, 
"by the grace of God I am what I am," (1 Cor. xv. 20.) 
Vid. John i. 16 ; Prov. iv. 9; Rom. xii. 6 ; 2 Cor. xii. 9 ; 
Ephes. iv. 7; 2 Tim. ii. 1; Acts iv. 33; 2 Cor", i. 12; Heb. 
X. 29 ; xii. 28. 

3. The happy condition of the regenerate, as opposed to 
their state by nature " the grace wherein we stand and re- 
joice in, hope of the glory of God," (Rom. v, 2,) the "grace 
and peace" St. Paul invoked on his converts. Rom. i. 5^ 
&c. &c. 

All therefore that is said of grace has reference to one of 
these three things the Covenant of grace the Spirit of 
grace the effects of grace, which divines have ...called- 
*'gracw." Ed. 
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I pray to God that the nearer I get to his 
kingdom, the more I may feel of the grace of 
the kingdom upon my soul. 

A thief, coming to rob a house, said {t I dare 
not, there is a light in it." God grant that we 
may have the~ light of grace burning in our 
hearts, as the best preservative against our spir- 
itual enemies. 

The insects prey in the spring on the young 
Leaves of a tree ; but the vital sap causes the 
to sprout again. So grace in the soul repai 
the injury it receives from the petty attacks of 
the cares of the world. 

. I pray God I may never be so cursed, as to 
have the power of grace suspended in me, nor 
experience the moment in which t might say, 
" Now I am without God." 

God never ( pours his heavenly wine into an 
unclean vessel ; he cleanses the soul, that it may 
receive the gift-of grace. 

The highest grace I can attain, is to give my- 
self up *o the management of my . God. The 

' ' ?"?%- 
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first grace of Christianity is ; a spirit ,of sut>- 
. mission. " T - . "- - '':'< : - ; ; / l" v;i -- 

/ j ' _ . ''"' .;''.. ,_. , "-' 

We make a good use of trie covenant of 
grace, if whenever we are in danger from sin, 
we come freely to Christ Jesus. : He entered 
into covenant on our behalf, not Only to/die in 
the sinner's stead, -feut that-sin should : die in the 
sinner. We should call upon God, against every 
rising evil that comes into our minds; we should 
invoke Omnipotence to take vengeance on' it, 
|,nd vengeance will surely come? Nothing is 
^more encouraging, than the help Of the ahnighty 
Lord, against the remains of sin in. ihe souls of 
his people. ~ 

I cannot know what mjr; next action will be r 
nor how I am to perform it : but if I have the 
grace of God dwelling in-me. I have a perpetual 
prompter for my good, and -it will be my ever- 
ready guide and preserver. Grace is not a 
little thing, to be played with, according to my 
fancy, but it is the glorious gift of God hinlself, 
sweetly compelling me to-live to his praise. .; 

Christianity is the religion tHat reigns in all 
its heavenly power, throughout every faculty of 
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lie: soul; It enriches -the understanding, sets 
ill the -passions in motion after that which is 
rood, and makes us feel that God, is dwelling 
nus in a way of holiness. Thusfhe prepares 
is 'by daily communications of grace^ to be 
rartakers " of the inheritance of the saints in 
ight;" in that day, when, having finished the 
svork of righteousness, and- put the top-stone to 
,he heavenly building, he will bring us to shout 
eternally to his praise,- singing,; " grace } grace 
unto it." 1 ; v 

i. "*" - ~ -\ ."'"'-' 

' . -' . -/' % ;"'- ''" / . n . " ""''. 

Wherever there is_ grace, there will be grati-^ 
tude. ~ "; . ^ .'-. 

None are ever brought to their senses, but by 
the grace of God. Every man is running Upon 
a fooFs errand,, and acting the fool; ^ till God 
blesses hiin with -divine wisdom. \ 

I feelj-that to, keep up heavenly-mindedness, 
requires- a great deal of holy looking to God. 
[ do not expect to be saved from the power of 
sin, but as by the grace of God I am raised 
above it. ~ 

I am a poor worm, that can never even lift 
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up a desire for salvation, but. as God creates it 
in me by his Holy Spirit, and fans it into exer- 
cise by the operation of his grace. 

It requires a great deal of grace to get above 
the world, so as to " sit in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus," and look down upon what we 
have left as not worth loving. 

Am I fighting against my own corruption in 
my own strength ? Am I struggling to over- 
come, by my own power, that which has over- 
come its thousands? Can I expect to prevail 
in my guilty state, when Adam even in inno- 
cence, could not withstand the tempter's power? 
Yet the enemy must be overcome : happy I 
cannot be till this takes place. Where then is 
the remedy? A remedy is to be found; but 
not in myself in the grace of my God. 

We should be better witnesses for God, if we 
were but more abundant partakers of his grace. 
Everything God has made is meant, more or 
less, to witness to his glory. All nature be- 
speaks him wise and good. There are many 
creatures not endowed with mind j but I am 
made an intelligent being, finely capable of in- 
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tercourse with him by whom I was made, who I 
believe, created rne for his glory, and will com- 
municate to my heart that grace, which alone 
can enable me to shine forth to his praise. 

I wish some who profess to be " not of the 
world," would be a little more cautious and con- 
sistent. Let us explain what grace is, by a 
gracious conduct. 

^ 

If there be some things which I am called on 
to do for the Lord, that appear a little hum- 
bling to flesh and blood, grace should teach me 
to remember, that the dignity of the Master 
confers dignity on the work. If the Lord em- 
ploys me to carry alms, to some wretched fellow- 
creature in a cellar or a garret, may 1 feel my- 
self honoured by such an employment. 

There is not a blessing that grace will not 
teach me to spiritualize ; each mercy I enjoy 
preaches" a sermon to my heart. I want my 
bread to be an ordinance to me ; my bed to re- 
present to me my rest after death; the sun 
which shines upon me, to remind me of the " sun 
of righteousness ;" and the air that surrounds 
me, and wherein I breathe, to teach me to 
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" . . 

remember that T should live in the" element of 
holiness. I would never quench my thirst, with- 
out recollecting the fountain of life. 

It is wrong to .form an opinion of our state 
before God,- by any thing which occurs to us in 
the way of external providence ; but we may 
judge safely, when we examine what grace does 
in our hearts in a way of holiness, through the 
operation of outward events. 

Before I can be accepted of God, I must have 
'in me that which his divine nature can consist- 
ently own. - - ^ 

. 
/ 

A ijian who uses an earthly sword, is obliged 
to support it by an effort of his own hand ; but 
he who wields the sword of the Spirit, will find 
his hand strengthened- . thereby. I love that 
passage, "we are strengthened with might, by 
his Spirit in the inner man." No mind can un- 
derstand these words, except by the power of 
divine grace. 

w 

Some who professed that they would go 
through fire and water' for Chrjst, have been 
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found not to have grace enough to enable them 
to bear a nick-name ! 

Man by sin has rendered Tiimself perfectly 
insignificant, but when grace comes, it restores 
him to somewhat of his primeval .dignity. God 
does not give him merely a string of 'cold laws 
to obey, but approaches in the majesty of divine 
power, to reassume the government of his irrind ; 
to illuminate the understanding with beams 
divinely bright ; to make the will correspond to 
his will, and to cause the lips to offer with sin- 
cerity, this comprehensive petition, " thy will be 
done on earth as it is hi heaven." 

* 

If we wish to be practically holy, we must 
be experimentally holy. 

, I had almost ventured to say, "can Deity 
himself give me any thing more beautiful and 
honourable, than that grace which makes my 
- mind his from day to day ? " 

The grace of God in the soul, is like a river 
which divides itself into streams that water and 
fertilize all the faculties. 
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in uae that which his divine nature ca,n consist- 
ently own. -. " - - _ - ^, 

" A ^ian who uses an earthly sword^ is obliged 
to support it by an effort of his own hand^tbat * 
he who wields the sword of the Spirit, will find 
his hand strengthened-, thereby. I love that 
passage, " we are strengthened with might, by 
his Spirit in the inner man." No mind can un,-, 
derstand these words, except by the power of 
divine grace. - - ' . 

Some who professed, that they would go 
through fire and water' for Chjisjt,. h,aye beea 
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heasi^e^etitio^ 
?itis in heaven." ' .^'&.$'$&: -. 
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wish to :be practically 



',: I liad almost ventured to say,-" c%^ 3Deity 
Mraself- give > nae-; any thing inore beautiful and 
honourable^ than that grace which makes my 
his from day today?" . 



grace of Ood m the soul, is like a river 
which divides itself into streams that 
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Thanks be to God for holy impossibilities. 
Christians cannot live in sin, because the grace 
of God is in them. 

If I have the grace of God in time, I have an 
evidence better than if an angel spoke, that I 
shall be with him to all eternity. 

Though the world necessarily occupies our 
time, it will not occupy :ja -heart wherein there 
is grace. No man will carry >n his temporal 
occupations well, who does not enjoy a spiritual 
frame of mind. 

If I am not supported into glory by the om- 
nipotence of God's grace, I must drop into the 
pit, of hell from the very gate of heaven. 

There will be an abundance of water in every 
well, which has a good spring at the bottom \ 
so let the water of life spring up in my soul, 
and then I shall be filled with the fulness of 
God's grace, and live to his glory. - f 

O blessed be God for that grace, which 
makes the most dull-hearted man shine with 
a heavenly lustre. - 



I am a wonder to myself, for grace is a 
wonder. .- . . 

^ -. - "^ ~ ' 

_If sin is turned out of our hearts by grace, it 
will be turned put of our houses too. 

There is great beauty in the idea, that I am 
to expect to find graces in my mind, in corres- 
pondence with the glorious attributes of God- 
holiness, mercy, justice, love. 

The grace we have for the day does for the 
day, like the daily manna given to Israel. " Give 
us this day our daily bread " the Christian 
means both the bread of heaven and the bread 
t)f earth. We need a supply for our souls as 
well as our bodies ; it would be a poor supply 
if it were for this world only. 

The idea of pouring but the Holy Ghost is 
taken from the eastern custom of pouring forth a 
fine compost of odours, like the ^alabaster bos of 
ointment. Grace in the heart is a sweet per- 
fume, and makes the believer fragrant to his 
Kedeemer's praise, whom- because of the "sa- 
vour of his good ointments w the virgins are said 
to love. 

7* 
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."'".. 

I once reproved a female who. was very high in 
her sentiments, bijf very unruly in her tempers. 
" Do you think," said she, "that a few ill tem- 
pers will exclude me from the covenant of 
grace 1 " My answer : was, " iTbelieve no one can 
be in the covenant of grace, who has not the 
graces of the covenant ; and these are love^ joy, 
peace, gentleness, and such like." If an .angel 
from heaven were to co^e down and announce 
me to be a child of God, unless I were conscious 
of enjoying the grace of God, I could not be- 
lieve him. Blessed be God, the covenant of 
grace can .never be separated from communica- 
tions of grace to the believer. 

~t"-?" '' 
--'"."'. '> 

All the means of grace without Ihe grace of 
the means, are but as the casket without the 
jewels. : 

* ' . ' ':,.--;-' 

I do not think God can give me a finer guar- 
dian grace in my passage through time, than his 
holy fear. 

I wonder that any man should think he has 
power to subdue one corruption, but as the 
grace of the Holy Spirit worketh in him mightily. 



GRACE. 

f ' - * -f , 

I cannot exist as a 1 Christian for an instant, 
without- the divine life: /^he moment God 
withdraws his grace, I faU^dk^irito B9$, native 
nothingness. ^ 

While I thank God for the gift of his grace, 
I must still look to him. to support the grace of 
his giving. ; \ 

' : :. ' ' - ^feU' '". >0' 

' The reason sinners cannot entel the kingdom, 
is that the grace of the kingdom does riot enter 
into them. ">'" : 

t-[;. '--V, _ _. 

"" ^- .- ^ .* 

Man is placed in a lost state beyond the pos- 
sibility of recovery, but as grace divinely mani- 
fested to the heart by the Spirit of God, ac- 
complishes his restoration. No dead man can 
quicken himself; no guilty person can acquit 
himself; no bankrupt can discharge his debts 
in fullthis is our spiritual condition, and 
therefore if not saved by free grace, we are for 
ever ruined. 

When a boy at school, I was catechized by a 
learned man, who told me " God was to second 
my good endeavours." I thought him, I remem- 
ber, sadly mistaken. Undoubtedly the Lord 
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may second our graces if he gives them, but 
what is there in us4>y nature to bring forth fruit 
unto holiness, unless the Lord has planted it? 

Were all the graces of the Spirit offered me, 
to be in my own keeping, such is my distrust of 
myself, that I should humbly pray the Lord to 
take them under his care, to be preserved for 
me by him alone, that they might be supplied 
to me as I needed them. 
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SECTION IX, 



ELECTION* CONVERSION FRAMES PERSEVERANCE. 



WHOSOEVER is willing- to come to Christ, has 
one of the sweetest signs of election that can 
be possibly enjoyed, for ^ he never would have 
been willing if God hM" not made him so. 



An omniscient God must foresee the ultimate 
destiny of me, his creature; but he has placed be- 
fore me a plan of action, which I must pursue. 

God's foreknowledge is not for me, but for 
himself. While I feel that grace which bring- 
eth salvation and the sarictification of the Spirit 
in me, I am sealed for heaven and where is the 
man who : is forbidden to apply for the same 
blessing? They are quite mistaken who imagine 
themselves excluded by the divine prescience. - 

I can only know whether I am the choice of 
God, by God's being my choice, and by having 

- * ' "' 

*. See Intrpdtictiqn -for Mr. Hill's general view of this subject, 
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the mark of my election in my regeneration, and 
the proof of my regeneration in the uprightness 
of my conduct. I do not desire to search into 
the divine decrees, but I want to see that the 
Saviour's image is engraven on the tablet of 
my renewed mind, in characters indelible as 
eternity. 

*"'" 

Known unto God are all his ways from the 
beginning of the world; it is ours to publish a 
general amnesty, and leave him to apply ik" 
The Lord's purposes shall, stand, but the secrets: 
of them are his own prerogative. . 3M 



Sin is the way to hell, and unless we are 
turned out of the way, we cannot but come to 
its end. 

. ' ' ' .'"'" 

- * - " ," v%- ' : ; ' '-. 

I do not ask when-a, : man first ;]BeIieyed in 
Christ, but does he now; believe in hurr I do 
not desire to know when people were a watened, 
nor how they were awakened, unless they were 
awakened to go on living to God. I am not 
fond of the reverie stories, that_ some tell about 

' : : C-^---'"^'- *- 

conversion, laying empliaiis ou^the hour when, 
and the place where. I go not by instantaneous 
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impulses," but by the permanent effects of the 
holy mind of God created in the regenerate. 

Man is nothing the' better for redemption 
without regeneration. Do you expect no change 
from Christianity, though it is the most glorious 
revelation that ever saluted the ears of men ? I 
expect it to alter me wonderfully, and to make 
me -a surprise to myself and to all who see its v 
glorious effects. 1 desire to have nothing'in rrie,, 
butvwnat breathes mpre or less / of the" savour of 
Regeneration, nor t^ have any faculty of my 
ijfind without some evidence of a divine trans^- 
llftmation by the po^er of God upon it. -^ 

We know nothing effectually of the gospel, 
but by the power of its own nature ;ppon our 
rainds. If we have been made^iafeel the < 
of sin, no one can persuade us thatrit is .not 
evil '^l^ctif the Holy^Spirit has wrought in us^ix 
change of heart, no ; onexeon convince us thafeit .: 
is not a delightfiil reality. 

When a seal is impressed upon wax, the im- 
pression leaves a certain proof that~the seal has 

"^ -i* -^j ^ . 

been there. ^God, by Wawing nigh to his peo- * 
pie, makes their souls as melting wax before 
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him, and then impresses his image on their 
minds, where it remains to evidence that they 
are born of his Spirit. 

That man knows nothing of true conversion, 
who fancies it to be a change of sentiment, in- 
stead of a change of heart. 



Conversion is nothing less than an entire 
change wrought in us by divine grace, whereby 
we as much differ from our former selves as 
light from darkness, or life from death. It is a 
total change. True religion is only made known 
to us by the Holy Ghost, verifying the strong 
expression, l f no man can say that Jesus is the 
Lord, but by the Holy Ghost." , We may write 
books on the divinity of our Lord, , and on the 
doctrines of his gospel, but can know nothing 
of him experimentally, till he has mai|^^ par- 
takers of that heavenly nature whicn^rai^s us 

- - - ."- : -"^t?. 5 *^?^ 7 *-;- -- 

near to God. Jyl^SfSs 

We may tell whether our minds are changed 
or not, by noticing the effects produced by them 
on our bodily actions. 
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There is more than lean express, in the idea 
of having the, mind in a proper frame before 
God. I desire to have my soul always in a state 
of holy waiting, ready to receive good whenever 
the Lord vouchsafes to communicate it. 

-- * . - 

"* 

I should always^ be_in a right frame of mind, if 
these ideas were continually before me I was 
created by God's power I have been preserved 
by his omnipotence I am redeemed by his 
-precious blood. 

Have I a religion within me that brings my, 
mind into a heavenly frame, and makes me to be 
filled with God, giving me holiness and right- 
eousness, which are the orily^ fit ornaments for 
an immortal soul ? , ; ,/. 

TMme not of the enthusiasm of believers ; 
let us mark theJenthusiasrn of those 
y the divine inind can be pleased with 
the naere outward forms of religion ! 

. , -. ':':- v ; - ' . D ,. 

O for such a holy converse between God and 
my soul, that I cannot but lament all inter- 
ruption 1: - > " ^ 
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I pray the Lord to watch over myj faculties, 
and purify them, thatlhe affections of love; joy, 
and peace, may awake into activity within me in 
a holy 'manner, and then I shall be" blessed in 
them all. Peace' will keep the whole- in order, 
and Joy will be ever tuning his harp to the 
praises of my God and Saviour. 

We are never in a better frame than when we 
find a holy panting for grace in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

May God give me the blessings of a heavenly 
mind, and vouchsafe to me spiritual sensations, 
and then I shall go on in a holy and happy 
manner, whilst my hope of glory will -be bright- 
ening from day to day. 

/ ' ' ,. .;.'; f - ~ 

When a man is in a wise state, he is always} in 
a calm state. - - 




What have I to do with feelings ? Nothing, 
unless the feord makes me the better for them. 

I need no other assurance that I shall be, in" 
heaven hereafter, than the experience of heaveo, 
in me now. 
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'-- . ;. . . 7 ' ' 

' : -'" _ X 

If we;are alive tePGtod, we shall never be con- 
tented but as wef keep on the heavenly journey. 
We must notf surfer: "the doctrine of final perse- 
verance tb Become the cradle of carnal security. 

As long as I can put one foot before another, 
may I keep in-Sion's paths, and those alone. 

I believe if there be a walking hell ujpon earth, 
it is an apostate professor of religion. 

A lady once; said to me, " I cannot get com- 
fort under your preaching, for you" dp not dwel] 
upon perseverance." "Indeed," I replied, "1 
preach nothing but perseverance." " But I 
mean,". she rejoined, " that perseverance which 
will keep nie from falling.": .1' Why," I answered 
'5: that is a doctrine I dare not preach, for I car 
j^e^ny per severance by my persevering 
nise oijinalper^verance is only made 
who persevere^^foe that endureth t( 
the enS the same' shall be saved.' " 

- f ' ' .'-'-."" 

We cannot tell who are the righteous, but ai 
: they remain steadfast to the end. 

Holy anxiety against backsliding is 5 the onl) 
grace, Jthat keeps me from backsliding. 
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A mere professor of religion is like a butter- 
fly, all surface if the ^breath of heaven breathe 
upon it, it is driven hither and thither ; but the 
Christian is like the dove, a strong : pinioned 
bird. She may meet the thunderstorm in 3 her 
course, but she is determined to persevere ; she 
will tack about, and tack about, and give even 
the winds and tempest to know that she has a 
nest that it is her home that her heart is 
there, and she must reach it. 
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*THE WORLD PRIDE - CONSCIENCE - VIGILANCE. 



are- fond of their pla?y-things 
when at school, lay them aside as they advance 
iniife so there is a holy renunciation of the 
vanities of the world, when the mind is dignified 
by the grace of God. - , % 

* . . ~ . '-/-. 

If I never go anywhere, but as I expect God 
lo go with; me, I shall never go any where that 
is 'wrongy';..' ; / 

Man jt-professors of religion like a little of the 

as 
contraband^goods. 



_ 

. We are npt r to find fault with tlie ^ world itself, 
which is vGpd'sv creation, b : ut only;' with those 
corruptions which have caused worldly people 
to apostatize from God. ^ ', 



Defiled as the world is. there are iEtV^few clean 

. " -'LV/H.. - ^ * : v. 

- 



90 % THE WORLD. 

paths for the children of God, who should pray 
to be kept in them every step they take. 

The present world is called night, because it 
is full of. darkness and dreaming. 

There is no way of deliverance from the world, 
but as we are under the influence of that rege- 
nerating grace, which takes away the love of the 
world. Regeneration causes the separation* 

Worldly craftiness seems to be the power or 
ability that belongs to superior folly. Cunning 
is a low sort of art, that is only fit to be em- 
ployed in the degrading work of Satan. We 
do not call the devil wise, but cunning. The 
children of God are wise ; every moment fresh 
wisdom is communicated to them, that they may 
" walk wisely towards them that are without." 

Let us pursue our worldly business with _a 
celestial mind, and the Lord will give us hea- 
venly bread, while we are working for that 
which is earthly. . 

Those persons do incalculable injury to Chris- 
tianity who want to lower it down to the carnal 
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Standard. -It is impossible to live in a state of 
holy union with the Lord, while we feel it plea- 
sant to. us -to maintain a "congenial fellowship 
with those who know him jotot. May I have no 
"communion with those who prevent nay inter- 
course with God. 

The greatest dignity of my existence i^ to 
give up the world, as being beneath the affec- 
tions of a new born soul. 

I desire, while in the world, to go with the 
gospel stream, though a little cine, for it runs into 
the ocean of eternal life. 

I was asked not long ago to a splendid enter- 
tainment. I declined^ the invitation, because in 
such places I hear nothing profitable, and I de- 
sire toMo nowhere^ excepj||t6 ; get good or do 
,good. ?I have evils enough- 'within, without ex- 
posing myself to them without ; I have danger* 
ous corruptions in jny heart that may be kindled, 
and my chief aim is to keep them subdued. 

Let me take care not to enter any path where 
1 cannot, while walking therein, look tip to God 
for direction. 
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We-are not commanded to withdraw from the 
. /world like hermits. We should be courteous tpj 
: all^ur friends and neighbours, and act as those 
Who are of them in, a natural point of view. 
But at the same time we must pray for the Spirit's 
guardian power to dwell in us, that we may re- 
member the command to avoid the evil of the 
world, lest we be injured thereoy. 

, When I first set out in the ministry, I began 
to preach in a very plain> boyish spirit, the glo- 
rious gospel of Christ. I had the prospect of 
worldly advantages before me, but I willingly 
gave them up, for the sake of the truth, and I 
considered being made an instrument of convert- 
ing one soul, the richest preferment upon earth. 

It is astonishing what apologies half- Christians 
will make for. those worldly inconsistencies^ 
whicl^ would coverY a true believer with- the- 
deepest humiliation. 

""**- , 

When I became serious in my younger daysj 
my worldly acquaintance gave me up. I was 
thankful for this^ for. it spared me the pain of 
giving them up. ~ 
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, ; ' - "*'' 

The world is very much like the element 
that surrounds us, given to change. We have 

a mixture of calms and tempests, of sunshine^ 

. ~ *" !s ^^i i ^- 

and clouds, of cold and heat. Thus it is with 

the world ; but as every atmospheric change has 
its use, so God orders that every fluctuation of 
the things of time shall be for the eternal benefit 
of his people. i- 

& In this world we are to " have tribulation," 
when necessary. We are all as rough stones 
hewn out of nature's quarry, and troubles are 
nmde the instruments of polishing and preparing 
us for our places in the everlasting sanctuary. 
God often uses worldly trials to smooth and 
brighten us, till we reflect his glorious image, 
and not till then are we fit for the heavenly 
temple. 



Pride is the coxcombry of ignorance. t 

The very evil that has made us vile has filled 
us with pride. Why, verily, the first archangel 
in heaven, with fallv his excellence, is still de- 
pendent for ; all ^he has. What creature can 

" -'"'., ~ ff . - f?*' . - ' -i- >-" i;i w : '" ' "' ' 

have his being^but from the n fountain of vail ex- 
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jisteijce ? The curse of man is, that he -wants toS 
liye^ in a"statet)f awful independence of G-bifyf 
and- this creature, that 'is a debtor for everj| ' 
tnthg, would stand alone, think himself 'ft^ 
from obligations, and even make God a debtoV 
to him, claiming heaven for his own merits. 
This sin of pride is an enormous rebellion 
against God. .- . 

' ' "" ''*-:,,. 

Let a man examine his thoughts but for on^ 
hour of the day, according to the standard oP 
spiritual-mindedness, afiffl heayenly-mindedness, 
and then be proud of himseu 7 if he can. 

, ' ' . ,'--* l " ' * ..: ' : 



While the conscience is corrupt, like muddy 
water, the oftener it is disturbed the more pol- 
luted it will appear. ' '^' 

- * 

Every Christian that has a' regenerate * con- 
science consults it before God in his daily walk, 
that his practice may correspond with the glori- 
ous principle implanted in his -bosom. 

j: . ' j:-^:/ K -N 

God never made^a reasonable man, without 

;.} .:'- - - i 

some witness in himself that he ought to obey 

" 
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Hence it is that every 
when he is in the wrong. Conscience 
him this, if it tell him nothing further. 

' Sr'-*-. "".-;" " ' ^- * ' '"/& '' - 

Sfetn knows he ought not to be as he is. Efellbf 

;:.- - - - . f . O ' _ ''"--"'"',;-;'. 

'heathens of old were awara that they were 
wrong, though they did not know how to he 



e sweetest companion a man can have, is 

syT 1 ,--* 1 " ' - "-> 

r holy, watchful, tender conscience. 

May God give ^4 a sanctified conscience, with 
^n piir^vyjrdfegmtie ityaoil Ms Holy Spirit 
to enable , me ;tb value its directions, and Meir 

'& *v. '-' '':;L ; '- ; v:: _ - .'-"" ''..' - -j^_. ' '.-. '.'"!*-':- 

I shall be.;found;^lHng; in tHferoad to evJr&st- 
ing happiness. Thejjpn|cience I want, is aeon- 
science testifying in^e^^ the Holy Ghost. 



-^y I Hye as though, my safety depended 
u|)on ; mysetf, and yet give all the glory of it to 
God. : t 



:,- Though a watchful spirit will sometimes affect 
the mind with, a sort of hoJ^timMty> and I may 
be afraid that I am not r^ht,twhen- 1 perceive 
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somUch in myself which is wrotig; yet, if undW 

these feelings my heart is cast down, it will only 

; drive me to the refuge. -? 

When I enter a poor man's cottage, I gene- 
rally find but few precautions taken for its 
safety; but,Jn the jeweller's shop, I always ob- 
serve strong fastenings. Things of value are 
preserved with care O what a solemn guStji 
should I have over my. own soul, that depository 
of the pearl of great price. The wise man has 
taught me a fine lesson" keep thy heart with 
all diligence, for out of. it are the issues of life.". 



; SECTION XL 

\ '- .' 

THE PROMISES HUMILITY THE WILL. 

HOWEVER largely we may plead the promises of 
God, our expressions cannot reach the height 
and glory of them; and let us receive whatever 
we may, we shall experience that the more we 
have, the more there is yet behind for us to 
possess. 

The promises are like the steps of a celestial 
ladder ; and the stronger our faith, the higher 
we ascend by them. 

The promises of Gfbd are sure in themselves, 
but I want to have them made sure to mem the 
course of my own actions. I will not decline 
to put on my armour, because lam certain of 
victory. I do not expect to conquer by the 
mere gift of the promise, because God has said 
I must " fight" if I would gain the mastery, 

I do not know that I can have a better evi- 

J-'.'.'v'" 

dence of my being a holy person, than the ex- 

9 
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" - --iP 

plrience that God's promises kindled a flame o 
sacred , desire upon my heart, leading me to v 
Christ for their fulfilment. 

We never so effectually repel Satan's tempta- 
tions as when we fasten on a gracious promise, 
and with it .contend against him. 

Christ's great promise is perfect security to 
the soul, while it rests upon him alone. 



I, shall never be otherwise than humble before 
God, if I am kept fully sensible that God has 
done all the good which is effected in me. 

It is a blessed thing to stoop, when we do it 
to gather up spiritual manna for our souls. 

Children of God, like lilies of the valley, 
flourish best in lowly situations. 

Self-confidence destroys its thousands, but 
holy diffidence is a sure protection. 

I believe a true Christian is more humbled on 
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,..X7&-."'V~ 
-"-* v*^ .--- 

account of his short comings as to duty after he 
believes, than on account of all the sins he com- 
mitted before. It is not so much what I did in 
the days of my ignorance, as what I have done 
in the days of my light and knowledge, that lays 

me in the dust before the Lord. 

.. -\ 

If the poor weak child falls and cries for 
help, the anxious parent runs to lift it", up and 
soothe it. So if we call on th& Lord, .under a 
humble sense of helplessness, and beg for divine 
support, we shall find the Father's arm under 
us, and receive supplies of strength equal to 
our day. 

We are in the safe path during our pilgrim 
state, while we are in^the valley of humiliation. 
There also the river of everlasting life divinely 
flows: - 

Wherever I have travelled, I- could never 
judge of the height of any hill, but from the 
vale beneath. The height of God's eternal 
love is only to be discovered from the vale of 
humility. 
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->'.' 

Never was a man blessed with a will to "be 
delivered from sin, but that deliverance was 
sure to come. 

Blessed be God, the Holy Spirit, he is not 
only the eminent illuminator of the understand- 
ing, but the supreme manager of the will. 

Never was there a saved sinner, who was not 
a willing saint. ' 

God, by making us good, inclines us to do 
good, and afterwards gives his blessing on it. 

Every man by nature has a free will, but it is 
a free will to sin. We can never possess a holy 
free will without free grace/ 

The graces of the spirit are commanding 
graces, and must be obeyed ; but the believer 
willingly obeys them through the influence of 
their sovereign energy. Religion .makes him 
one of God's "willing, people in the day of his 
power.." 
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SECTION XII. 

THE LAW. 

WHAT is the mould of the law ? The mind o 
Christ. 

God cannot be supposed to be the author of 
any but a .perfect law. ;He can never alter his 
own eternal law; he cannot command less than 
that we love him with all our hearts, and souls, 
and strength. So stands the law, and so for- 
ever stands our obligation to it. 

Unless we know the gospel, we can never com- 
prehend the law. 

The law of God, if I may thus express my- 
self, is so naturally -good, that it is impossible 
for a sinner to transgress it, without immediately 
feeling the effects of his disobedience. 

Nothing will give us a stronger relish for the 
gospel, than the practical preaching of the law ; 

9* 
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and I believe that they who lay the greatest 
stress on the beauty of holiness, the graces of 
holiness, and the end of holiness, are the peo- 
ple who will cry out most earnestly for Christ,- 
and never be contented till he reigns in their 
hearts, and regulates their lives. 

By regeneration I have a capacity for receiv- 
ing the mind of Christ, and therefore, the law 
of God is what I like. I see that it is excellently 
contrived to incline rne to all that is wise, good, 
and profitable, and I give up my heart to Gpd> 
that he may write it therein. 

Let a man know himself, and know the law, 
and then trust to it for salvation if he can. 

Nothing so much convinces me. of the need 
of regeneration, as the strength of the holy 
commandments of God. 

An^antinomian is the greatest fool, and the 
most blasphemous fool in the world. 

I can only find in the law, that we are merci* 
fully ordered to make ourselves happy, by obey- 
ing that which will be to our own advantage. 
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The excellence of the law makes it the worst 
of criminality to disobey it. 

If by the teaching of the Holy Ghost we are 
initiated into^he purity of God's law, we never 
can be contented without an interest in Christ's 
salvation. 

Do I want to be delivered from obedience- to 
the law? No, for; it would be an eternal hell to 
be delivered from the necessity of loving God. 
The blessed angels above could' never admire 
such a redemption as that ; it would be quite 
contrary to the nature of the divine perfections. 
For what purpose did Christ die for us ?- this 
passage is enough tp? make antinomianism sink 
into its proper nothingness "that he might re^ 
deem us from all iniquity, and purify unto, him- 
self a peculiar people zealous of good works*'; 
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If I have grace in my heart,! shall have no need 
of a string of morals to bind upon my forehead, 
for, by an intuitive principle within, I shall see 
that all God's commands are lovely and good. 

Great honour is given to the law in the first 

*Tit. ii.4. 
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introduction of the gospel. John the Baptist was 
gent to, denounce transgressors of it; his words 
were, " the axe is laid unto the root of the trees j 
therefore every tree which bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down and cast^to the fire." 
In such language did Christ's forerunner preach 
and vindicate his holy law. Next let us observe 
the preaching of our Lord himself. If we read 
his sermon on the mount with holy caution, we 
shall see how strongly lie condemns those, who 
made void the precepts of the law by their 
transgressions. S t. Paul likewise manifests great 
zeal for the law, and describes its high demands. 
Where, in the New Testament, can we find a 
single word that should lead us to suppose our- 
selves less debtors to ^he - law, because XDhrist 
became our ransom? He pardons the criminal^ 
he has_paid the debt, but he does not abrogate 
the law. Nay, how he "magnified " it, by him- 
self becoming a perfect example of obedience. 

With what wisdom does our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the God of wisdom, abridge, and -yet at 
the same time impart fresh splendour to the law, 
when he sums it all up in the command to love 
God with all our hearts, and our neighbour as 
ourselves. 
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I can never love the law of God, unless the 
"love of God is shed abroad in my heart by 
the Holy Ghost." -Without this I must hate 
the lovely command, and be equally dissatisfied 
both with liie legal and gospel dispensations, 
because they each point to the restoration of 
primitive obedience. 

The captive bird that is let loose from its 
cage, will return to it again, after roaming a 
little while, because therein it finds its safety 
andnts comfort. So, when set at liberty by the 
gospel, I desire not to be freed from the law; 
surrounded by the barrier .of. its holy precepts, 
I find myself pleasantly enclosed. 

I cannot believe in the purity of the Father's 
law ; without desiring to obey it, and mourning 
that I am a:transgressor of it. I never can come 
to Christ with a broken and contrite heart, nor 
see the glory of that righteousness which is 
wrought out for me by him, till I am impressed 
with a sense of the exceeding defectiveness of 
my own righteousness, and of the grief I ought 
to feel at the short comings of my obedience to 
God's commands. 
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Every command, however strongly given, and 
"whatever may be our inability to obey it, should 
rather encourage us than otherwise ; for it never 
would have been left in the bible, if God were 
not ready to impart power to .observe it :to his 
glory. There is nothing laid down as a duty, 
but grace is promised to enable us to perform it. 

I abhor that antinomian whitewashing- that 
if we obey the law as well as we can, this is all 
that will be required of us. When a man says 
he does as well as he can, who .credits "it? I 
question whether I -should find throughout my 
life, that moment when I could say I -did any 
action as well as I could. Alas for me, I feel 
that there is not an instant in which I am not 
acting in a defective manner. 

A legalist hears the command, and loots to 
himself for strength to obey it. An obedient 
believer looks at the command by faith, and to 
God for strength. 

All the faculties of the rightly governed soul, 
stand obediently waiting to receive the com- 
mand to' obey. 
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I do not expect to be saved by the rule, but 
if I am saved, I shall be ruled. One great glory 
)f God is that regenerating power, whereby 
man 4s restored and rendered obedient. 

God cannot want my obedience ; but every 
ibmmand he gives me, if I obey it, makes me 
happy. It is my pleasure to obey ; not to merit 
by what I do; but to prove my love to him, who 
has merited all things for me, and bids me find 

najr heaven in his service. 

' ' - / 

I am not. to suppose because God has given < 
me commands, that I am able to obey them 
wilhout the assistance of his grace. I bless 
God for the command," because it brings me ta 
liim for grace to perform it. 

I defy any one to find a single command in 
Jhe bible, which is- not beneficial to him -who 
Dbeys it. " 

Though J cannot by my good works obliterate 
my bad works, or pay what 1 owe to the law by 
any thing I can do, yet thanks be to God, I can 
in some little measure render to him according 
~Q the-blessmgs he has given me. Has he given 
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me eyes ? I would be directed by them, to walk 
in the paths of holiness. Has he given me 
feet? Then I will run in the way of his com- 
mandments. Has he given me a mind ? Then 
I will use it to his glory. 

v. ' '. . j- ' ' ' - ' ' 

A person remarked to a truly converted 
Christian, "I hope you will not lay aside your 
once favourite book The whole. duty of man" 
The reply was, " No, but I-need not' keep it in my 
pocket, for I trust I have it written on my heart." 

I love my bible in its commands, as well as in 
its promises. 'I do not need it merely to tell me 
that sin may be pardoned, but I want it to tell 
me how my conduct should be regulated. 

God be praised that I must have his presence 
in~my soul, if ever I serve him according to his 
holy law. 

I once heard an antinomian say, the law was 
no rule of life to believers, and I silenced him by 
asking, which of the commandments he wanted 
to get rid of. 

I know I am pardoned only through the blood 
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of 'Christ, and I am now seeking the effect of 
pardon grace to'ljve obediently to his glory. 

Angels cannot possess a higher privilege than 
permission, to execute the commands of- God. 

The law not only: condemns what is wrong 
in the eyes of men,.;but such things as are sin- 
ful in the sightof a l^ar(>searching God. Thus 
it teaches, that , an evil though|f? though not 
brought into iaetidn, is sin. By this I learn, 
.that -I must ^iplease^God>in the spirit of my mind. 
An unregerierate man may do a good deed, 
but not with a motive :which renders it accepta- 
ble to -God. : '.": 

,- ; i should be like Pharaoh who commanded 
Israel to make bricks without straw, if I taught 
my : hearers t6 give obedience to God's law, with- 
out his grace upon their hearts. 
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- SECTION XIII, ;t 

' . 
THE SABBATH THE SAC&AMENT. 



visit truly pious^persons confined by 
sickness, who do not universally say, that the 
loss of sabbath worship in the house of God, is 
.one of the greatest trials their affliction brings 
upon them. ; '"-' . . .-/. - 

When laws are but obscurely revealed, the 
transgressor may have some pretext for the vio- 
lation of them ; but surely the plain quotation 
of the fourth command,- must leave the sinner 
without excuse. " Remember that thou keep 
holy the sabbath day: Six days shall thou la- 
bour, and do all that thou hast to do; but the 
seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God. 
In it thou shalt do no manner of work, thou, 
and thy son, and thy daughter, thy man-servant 
and thy maid-servant, thy cattle, and the stran- 
ger that is within thy gates. For in six- days 
the Lord made heaven, and earth, the sea, and 
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all that in them is, and rested the seventh day, 
wherefore |he Lord- blessed the seventh day ... 
and hallowed it. 7 - What comment can be need- 
ed pff, expressions so explicit as these ? Though 
this .commandment stands last of the first table 
of duties, yet -from jits importance, it demands 
our most serious attention. While some have 
concluded erroneously, that it isioniy tobe con- 
sidered, as 'part : . of the Mosaic 'dispensation, we 
find it throughout the , volume; of sacred , writ, 
more .or less ^practised and enjoined. If there 

-'.. J. ^ - - -* - : - 7 - - 

be^ a ..God tp \ be worshipped, and his sacred 
name is_tb be solemnly revered according to the 
third cemmand, of what avail could all this be, 
if there was not a specific time announced for 
the adoption of ^such- worship ? Do not matters 
of fact also prove the truth, that wherever the 
sabbath is openly violated, immorality is more 
or less sure ~to abound, while ignorance and de- 
pravity hover over the human mind, introducing 
that long train of evils, so fatal to the good of 
society, and injurious, to the souls of men ? 

Blessed be Grod for the command that one day 
in seven, is to be a day of dedication of ourselves, 
qur;time,and bur services, .entirely to -him. We 
recollect, .however, that we can keep no 
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day holy, without the -assistance of God's Holy 
Spirit. We shall not be the better for being in 
holy places, unless we arein a holy frame. The 
great preparatory work on the Lord's day, is to 
,seek to be under the influence of a- spiritual 
mind. ,-. , 

.-!-* 

The sanctuary of God is the banqueting house 
of the regenerate soul. There the believer 
partakes of heavenly provision, which so en- 
riches his graces, and increases his hopes,. -that} 
he goes home saying. " Blessed be God /for my 
_sabbath privileges, I would not be deprived ..-of 
them for the world." * - 

The cruelty and injustice of the sabbath- 
breaker is fully equal to his profaneness. It is 
cruel to the dumb creation, and to all dependent 
on us, to deprive them of that rest which is their 
right by God's command ; and it is unjust to 
permit ungodly traffic to be carried on during 
the Lord's day, to the injury and offence of 
conscientious observers of the laws of God and 
man. Hence if Christianity is a part of the law 
^of our land, the civil magistrate ought to inter- 
fere, in enforcing external respect to the 
day of rest. 
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I once hearcUa sanctimonious shopkeeper say 5 
that fie had hard work to get rid of his Sunday 
customers in: time for divine service. He began 
%ith Satan, and^tnen.; pretended to end with 
God I The true Christian dares not sin for the 
sake of gain.- > -v^r 

- 1 desire to -rise^on the sabbath morning with 
solemn feelingSi It is my day of rest ;. the day 
also on which^my miri4 should be enriched. 1 
not only would put- ori.^myspiriCual apparel," bul 
would begin" with private prayer -before I entei 
^GodVhbuse> When there, I would seek to be 
impressed~with the idea 'that the Lord is imme- 
diately present with me. I must enter the 
sanctuary adorned with My celestial graces, and 
call forth all my affections, and have faith inrfull 
exerefee. I must plead. God's promises, and 
strive not to depart without having obtained 
something, . - , 

~ Not: only was the divine Being the first to 
command, but He was the first to keep the 
sabbath. Whilst we cannot comprehend what 
this resting on the part of God can mean, yet 
'|ifc the same time, it solemnly leads us to consider 
""'I '-,.- / . 10* - --;: 
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the blessings we may enjoy, when we.seek that 
rest in him which we can. find no /where else. 

Though from the very rfirst; there was a day 
of rest, yet, while Israel was incEgypt^ the.: poor 
captives were probably deprived of its enjoymenti 
But when the time of deliverance came, there 
was nothing more solemnly enacted than the 
revival of this sacred duty. i ^ - 

- / : ' ". "* . : - '"."'''.. 

We must not keep the sabbath merely in y a 
negative manner, by simple abstinence from or- 
dinary business, but we must strive to enter 
into the spirit of that holy rest which sweetly 
refreshes : the soul. We are to abstain- from 
bodily labour, that we may get into spiritual 
labour for the things of God. He tells us. -to. 
lay the things of time and%sense aside, to leave 
them all and draw near to Mm, that we- may 
partake of that " bread which cometh down 
from heaven," and anticipate what heaven is, 
by entering his sanctuary and enjoying his pre- 
sence there, : <. ; . - 

An eminently pious tradesman whom I knew 
used to say, "Blessed be God, when I rise on 
the Monday, I can get up with less worl 
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mindedness, but % by-the time ^Saturday comes, I 
seem to have laboured so long in the -world, 
that I begin to enter too much mtp its spirit 
and customs^ and then how glad I am to see my 
darkened warehouse oh the sabbath morning, 
that I may go to thardear place where my God 
meets his people." Though there is but one day 
in ^which we can -particularly serve God, yet it 
is. through the .strength of that day that we 'are 
properly kept all othei^days. 

We may shut an unregenerate man out from 
all carnal^eompany on the sabbath day ; we may 
keep him in the house of God as in a, place of 
confinement, but while the believer delights in 
such restraint, it will be a loathsome yoke to 
the;pther. He can have no pleasure in the 
presence of Grod, for there is nothing in hint 

^ Which he can anticipate it. We~ cannot en^ 
the. Lord's- day^jjut as we enjoy it in connec- 
tion with the Lord spiritually. To this endj we 
rinist first conceive of the "rest that remaineth 
for the people of God," and find a holy satis- 
faction in sitting under the shadow of his wings. 
" . i ' 

e sabbath day is a sacred rest with 
is impossible to enjoy it rightly, till we 
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find it to be a day of-rest in God. We want 
the Holy Spirit, whilst attending on the holy 
ordinances, to convince us of the awful: fact, 
that we can .never benefit by them, till .delivered 
from the evil effects of sin upon the mind. We. 
must have a principle implanted in us, that can-: 
not hear the slightest touch of sin, without infir 
nite pain and perplexity. When a man struggles 
with sin, and cries but, 'f how shall I ,he freed 
from the bondage of corruption?", though he 
appears to be propelled as in a storm, yet the 
effect is to dissipate the clouds that hang over 
him, and to create for him a bright and glorious 
day of rest in God. _/;> -,.- .] 

Some, who know nothing of God say, " O the 
burden of these sabbath duties ! " Certainly, if 
I carry a burden, I am not at rest, and cannot 
enjoy myself j but Gpffbe praised, the .burden 
I feel is sin, and not his blissful" service. My 
sorrow', is that when I^am in the Lord's temple, 
I cannot .serve him as I desire; I am grieved 
that any interruption should meet me in the 
midst of the privileges I would fain enjoy. - 

I am shocked when I look around this land ; 
it is grievous to behold the bright sun shining 
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on the sabbath, and to see thousands idling 
away their time in wrong pursuits,-tFalnsgressing 
against the 'Lord by their wanton breach of his 
cdmnprands. O that the great and wealthy did 
but understand the mischief they -doto society at 
large, by not attending to those laws: -whidh- are 
for its best interests; No, social compact can 
go on well, but as men live under -the influence 
p& the .Lord's presence. Let man be given up 
to his depraved lusts and .passions and we shall 
soorhfind what a wretched creature he will be- 
come. We never can be comfortable together 
as human beings, but as we are guided by divine 
grace. Leave people to themselves without 
religious restraint, and mischief and confusion 

*-7 " ,-- / -^.. ^ 

will speedily overflow the nation. 

-.'- ~s *-.' * _ y .. .'- . -. '.-'."" ~~ ' ' - . 

t ,. , 

Let me.be taught my way to heaven by my 
sabbath day's exercises, till at length, having 
done serving my God below, I am brought be- 
yond all that molests my mind and interferes 
with my rest in tirne^ to enjoy him -eternally in 
the everlasting rest above., 

"..-' , -.' .. . 
There is pne thing I feel perpetually, and I 
lament that I cannot feel it more the exceed- 
v in^importance to a minister of the sabbath day. 
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What should ferny state of mind, that my 
hearers may- value the sacred day? We can 
never make good music with an ill-tuned instru- 
ment. Ministers ought to pray for a 'heavenly 
frame, .that the minds ^ of the people may be 
kept m a heavenly frame also. .- .. . 



Some persons think to save themselves ^ 
coming to the Lord's table, conceiving that, the 
sacrament is a sort of char m.to bring salvation 
down to them, whereas it is interided as a seal 
to those who are saved. 

Let those who do not attendT;he sacrament, 
ask themselves why? and let that little word 
be answered by a contrary conduct. 

Those that dare not approach the altar dare 
still go >6n in sin ! 

The same state of mind which keeps a inari 
from the Lord's table will most assuredly keep 
him out of heaven. 
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CHRISTIAN CHARACTER AND- DEPORTMENT. ZEAL. 

'. : - ' s ' 

WHAT do I seef when I fix my eyes upon the 
man who is truly blest with the grace of God? 
He has the "same mind" that was also in Christ 
Jesus ; he is kept in ;heavenly serenity in this 
his earthly state ; he-partakes of those purifying 

influences in time,, which are foretasjfee& of per- 

. - rf* ' - 

feet holiD ess when time shaU, be no more j- an 
earnest of the glorious inheritance dweDs in him 
by the Holy Ghost, and he brings forth fruit in 
his life. Religions-would be the worst of idle 
tales, if it were:bnly a creedi in the head without 
affecting the heart and life. / %;;- 



If i' one Spirit" from God himself aettKtte my 
whole man, I shall not have my right hand at 
yariance with my left. ; 



Let a man live as a Christian ought to 
and he need not fear to trust his character to> 
^Lord's protection, _ - ^-,- a^j 
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I have often" observed that while the- chaff is 
being winnowed from the wheat, there is never 
more than a very little irregular movement in" 
the descent of the grain; Sometimes a child of 
God may be shaken by a strong temptation, 
but he soon returns to his steady course, and will 
keep up an undeviating consistency of character, 
that he may not appear to; go among I'thexnafi'." 

What wisdom and piety da rnen^need to be- 
come exemplary heads , of large famines ; ta be- 
have as if conscious of . God's presence in their 
homes, .and to walk before their children and 
-dependents like priests in -the midst of them. ' : '~ 

Is it really possible that persons without grace- 
may sometimes act with more propriety than 
those who have a knowledge, of the truth ! "Shall 
it be said, that men bf the "world have bfeen 
known to- show better tempers than some who 
,are "called to be saints!" Can this indeed be 
so \ O that the consistency of out live may 
prove that God is in us, and that Gin-religion 
is the finest reality that can be communicated 
to the heart. - - 

Will a majij who is careless of his character, 
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call himself a believer in the power of holiness, 
when he practically rejects it ! 

what madness for a man to dream of hea- 
ven, when every step he takes, is in the road 
which leads to hell. 

How do I use the outward faculties of speak- 
ing, hearing, seeing? Do I, according to the 
spirit created in me, take care that they are re- 
gulated, as they ought to be regulated, by the 
inind of God ? 

Whoever has a little more piety than com- 
mon, is certain to be branded with a nick-name ; 
but if we give practical evidence of tjie grandeur 
of holiness, it will soon appear that "wisdom is 
justified of all her children." If we avoid being 
a disgrace to religion, religion will never be a dis- 
grace to us. I often think of the command " by 
patient continuance in welldoing to put to silence 
the ignorance of foolish men"* let us so act 
that the world may be silenced by our conduct. 

1 have known few wiser men than good Mr. 
Newton. I once observed to him that I consi- 

*Pet. ii. 15. 

11 
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.!'. 
dered a certain individual to be a very good 

man. He made scarcely any reply, so I inquired 
if he had heard something wrong of him. He 
merely answered, "I never lived at home with 
him" Let a Christian's character be such that 
those cannot fail to admire it, who live with him 
in his home. 

True religion so bespeaks itself to be of God, 
that all the infidelity of the human heart can- 
not deny its divine origin. It manifests this by 
the power, dignity, and loveliness of the Chris- 
tian character. 

Every transaction should be conducted in the 
fear of God. In all our occupations we should 
touch nothing but with a holy hand. . 

* 

Though a Christian does not desire to exhi- 
bit what he is in an ostentatious manner, yet as 
the sun cannot help its brightness, and as the 
stars are unable to keep back their lustre, so 
likewise the child of God must shine.. 

It was a favourite prayer with good old Mr. 
Berridge, that he might be conducted "safely 
and honourably through the 



DEPORTMENTS , 123- 

^ " "'. * 

-'^ : "' 

We cannot be too careful to see that there 
are no flaws in our Christian character, for Satan 
is always watching an opportunity to thrust his 
wedge into the crevices of- our profession. 

The greatest enemies of Christianity, are those 
who make a blazing profession without a steady 
shining conduct. 

If I have not both internal and external 
evidence that I am right, my confidence is 
presumption. 

There is an authority in Christian consistency, 
which will be more or less reverenced wherever 
it is found. 

How many grievous wounds do we inflict on 
ourselves, by not properly carrying our arms ! 

The believer must be like Aaron's rod that 

V 

budded. What was this rod? only a poor dead 
stick; While the other withered rods were laid 
before the ark they continued withered still, 
but- his stood up, and budded and blossomed. 
So, if we would know whether the Lord's reviv- 
ing work proceeds in us, we must observe whe- 
ther we arise, and bud and blossom to his glory; 
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It is delightful to observe in the true Christian 
character, how wisdom and simplicity, courage 
and humility, go hand in hand and act together. 

No man can act wisely, till the Lord has made 
him good ; and no man can demean himself like 
a fool, if he is blest with that grace which deli- 
vers him from all folly. 

It is a great matter to have our religious conver- 
sation deserve the name of religious conversation. 

True piety is hot a morose, but a cheerful 
thing ; whilst it makes me joyful it delivers me 
from frivolity, yet it causes me to be pleasant 
and glad. 

While I am cheerfully holy, God. forbid that 
I should forget to pray that I may be spiritually 
holy. 

"V 

Every .true child of God would rather die in 
the road, than yield to temptation in the road. 

V 

I do not expect to find perfection, but I do 
expect to find that uprightness in the Christian, 
which will not let him live in a single known sjq. 
for a thousand worlds, 



I. consider that God graciously assumes 
the' direct-ion of my faculties, and by regenera- 
tion erects his throne in my soul that he puri- 
fies Tny appetites) enriches my understanding 1 , 
operates on my 'will,- and sways his sceptre over 
all my powers in a way becoming his own 
righteousness, may nothing prevail on me to- 
disgrace my high calling, for I am concerned for 
the reputation of a heavenly mind. 



A man who lacks zeal for God, must be with- 
out love to God, and lives as the devil would 
wish him to live. 

How can it be possible for God to live in me, 
and I not live to God ? 

When zeal comes forth, may meekness walk 
with it on one hand, and wisdom on the other, 
and then it will be well conducted. 

I remember asking an aged and infirm female, 
who had constantly to walk three or four miles 
on an errand of duty, how she could possibly 
go through such fatigue. Her reply was, "my 
heart goes before, and my body must follow 

11* 
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after." A zealous heart will surmount almost 
every obstacle. 

It is not the station that we fill which is of 
importance, so much as the light we sencl forth 
from it. Thanks be to God, we may glorify 
him in our several spheres more than we per- 
haps imagine. There is no condition, however 
humble, which precludes the zealous - Christian 
from doing something to the honour and praise 
of his God. 

How little do we feel the grandeur of that 
excellent zeal which so exalts the character of 
man, that "whether he eats or drinks or what- 
ever he does, he does all to the glory of God." 
All my exertions should be directed towards 
him. Isaac Andrews concluded all his writ- 
ings with the expression, ''glory to God alone? 
May I inscribe. the same upon my every action, 

I should be ashamed of haying li ved so long, 
if I had not laboured zealously for the Lord. 
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MERC Y SPIRITUAL POVEHTY DO UBTS. 

... ^: " 

I PLY as a sinner to my Saviour; I believe that 
he is able and willing to "^aveto the uttermost 73 
all that come to (jrod for mercy through him, 
and I therefore Jplace my ruined soul in his 
gracious hand. I recognize the voice of the 
gospel and realize its offers. I know that the 
Lord would never have blessed me with a con- 
trite sense of my need of his mercy, unless he 
had designed to make me an object of it. Hence 
I approach the " Lamb of God" as an humble 
penitent, convinced that his atonement haarecon 
ciled me to the Father, and enjoying the com 
fort ,of his promise, " whosoever cometh * unt< 
me, I will in no wise cast out." His precious 
death is my all-sufficient plea, and having fait! 
in him, I rejoice in the hope of mercy, " with joj 
unspeakable and full of glory." 

The instant a man longs for mercy, he ma; 
find it. 
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What can a God of mercy say more to 
than he has already promised to every returning 1 
penitent? 

, . '.;- 

'.;$*. 

I say to the sinner, "God be praised^ thou 
art yet on mercy's ground. Directly thou art 
enabled by grace to cast down the,, arms of thy 
rebellion j as soon as heartfelt repentance has 
duly visited thy- mind 5 and thou jieldest thyself 
up to the Lord) .his tender compassion will be 
exhibited before thee, and he who saves to the 
uttermost, will never reject any soul that cries 
for mercy through ' the redemption that is in 
Christ. Jesus,' " 

When the Lord says } " come unto me," 1 
leave a world of sin behind ; I spring into the. 
arms of infinite mercy and rejoice in it with 
supreme delight. 

i*- 

Unless my God have mercy upon my infirmi- 
ties," I shall undo myself in the very performance 
of my duties. 

Thanks be to God for the sweet word Mercy ; 
I would not part with it for innumerable worlds. 
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The door of mercy is closed to none but those 
who shut it against themselves. 



Hol||;poverty is heavenly riches. 

We look most effectually to the Lord, when 
we feel ourselves-helpless and empty. 

God enriches our hearts with countless bless- 
ings, and thus teaches us that inexhaustible trea-- 
sures are laid up for believers in Christ Jesus; 
but let me be ever so much enriched to-day, I 
shall still praise the Lord if I feel my poverty 
to-morrow. 

I can never give God all the glory, till I see 
that in myself dwelleth no good thing. 

Whatever pertains to true religion, comes to 
us while humbled under a sense of our spiritual 
poverty. 

There is no contradiction in the assertion, 
that we may fear and yet be bold ; that we may 
fight with holy apprehension of being vanquish- 
ed, and yet fight in the strength of him who has 
promised never to "leave nor forsake" us. 
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I do not doubt the design of God to save his 
people, but my doubt is sometimes, whether I 
am really of their number whether there is 
that genuine evidence 01 grace in iny heart, 
which enables me to say in full assurance of 

/ " : Tgr- 

faith, "my beloved is mine and I am his." 

I never knew a man of a brighter mind than 
the poet Cowper. Yet he had an idea, as con- 
trary to truth as. possible, that he was. rejected 
of God. No man ever possessed a more lovely, 
Christian spirit, or more earnestly desired to be 
like his Saviour. But he was overwhelmed by 
the notion, that though he would come to Christ, 
he could 'hot. O how great must have been 
his surprise when heaven opened to his departed 
spirit, when Jesus smiled his tears away, and 
when he heard the blessed words, " enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord." 

The evidence of Christians is generally cloud- 
ed by trifling. 

Could I but see more of the mind of God in 
me, it would remove all doubts as to his mind 
towards me. 
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SECTION XVI. 

.- : ^;_. - . -. - - - 

G OD. 

I CANNOT comprehend an infinite Qod, yet I. 
can form no idea of a God that is not infinite. 

As well might I stretch out my hand, and try 
to touch the heavens above; as well might I 
attempt to walk upon the sea, and measure its 
depths, as endeavour to fathom those deep 
things of God which pass all understanding. 
The highest angel in heaven would be over- 
blessed, if God were to bless him with all the 
knowledge of divine perfections which he could 
communicate. 

Before I can be happy in God, I must have 
that knowledge of his attributes brought home 
to my mind whereby I can so delight in his 
goodness and excellency, as to say with the 
psalmist, " Thou> O God, art the thing that I 
loBig for," * _ 
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Let us not inquire where God is in the re- 
gions above, but whether we can -recognize his 
presence in our families, in our churches, in our 
hestrts. 

-'\V< 

Millions of thoughts have I had in my mind, 
which I have forgotten ; but God never forgets 
one single thought of all the intelligent beings 
he ever created. 

There is but one, and there can be but one 
independently holy Being, and this is the infi- 
nitely holy God. All the angels -are, and will 
ever be holy;/rom God; no creature . has in 
himself essential holiness; it is all of divine 
communication. 

I desire to have (Lord keep me in it) that 
solemn thought, that God is here. I know that 
heaven cannot be the only place in which he 
dwells; wherever I am, there he surrounds me. 
I would fain be filled withja sense of the majesty 
of a present God I want to remember that I 
am compassed about by Thee, O king of saints ! 
Under this impression, how should I feel in 
prayer; how should I feel in reading the word 
of life ; how should I feel when I have immor* 
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tal souls to deal with I With what seriousness 
should I then perform every religious duty ! 

/ 

I have within, me a soul that is a spark of 
immortality ; though it has lost its holiness by 
sin, it "is I trust in a measure recovered "by my 
being made "a new creature" in Christ Jesus, 
whence I become the object of my God's delight, 
the thought of which makes me rejoice in the 
conviction of his omnipresence. " He withdraw- 
eth not his eyes from the righteous,"* and if his 
eyes are fixed upon me, all his other glorious 
attributes are engaged for me. He views me 
not by his omnipotence, but since he beholds' 
me, I am the object of omnipotent power for iny 
benefit. The All-seeing God is the Almighty 
God! Who can discover what is included in 
the word Almighty! -T could as easily embrace 
the universe,- as I could scan the incomprehen- 
sible might X)f God. Tf, then, he is omnipotent 
as well as omnipresent, I shall be made "mighty 
through God," by receiving a portion of eternal 
strength ! Here I am wafted into Deity God 
is the glorious element of my existence I feel 
the grandeur of the idea, "in him, we live and 
move and have our being." 

* Job xxxvi. 7. 
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Sin prevails against man, because he 
not God always before him." What a different 
world-would this be, if we were but desirous to 

'$*'!*"* 

experience that the great and glorious Being 
who fills the vast expanse above, blesses us with 
his presence in pur hearts, bringing home to 
us the truth of the expression, " the tabernacle 
of God is with men." 

How hateful to the divine- majesty must be 
that natural atheism of the human niind^which 
puts God out of sight, and makes many say 
with the fool, "tush, there is no God." What 
does St. Paul mean, when he speaks of those 
who are " without God in the world ? "- He 
means that they are practical atheists, a word 
which signifies without God and how awfully 
do such characters abound ! 

I want to bear in my mind, that although God 
is that infinitely majestic Being before- whom 
millions of worlds must tremble, he is at the 
same time so gently condescending, that the 
meanest believer in Christ may draw near to 
him. What a sweet illustration we have of 
this, in the first words of the Lord's prayer 
Our Father! 
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God takes pleasure in his angels, and in the 
"spirits of just men made perfect;" he also re- 
ioices in himself, on account of the infinite bless- 

' .'ifife^' 

edness belonging to his own eternal exisjEmce ; 
but he even delights in his saints on earth, for 
he has communicated the divine image to them. 
To the poorest and the feeblest of his servants, 
though bowed down by a sense of infirmities 
and failings, he will give^e gracious welcome, 
" enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

,_,..- - 

It is impossible- for our little minds to form 
any thing like a just idea of the infinity of God. 
Let centuries roll on after centuries, and ages 
after ages; let as many millions of years pass 
away as there are sands on the sea-shore j let 
us continue numbering till lost in calculation, 
and then we could approximate no nearer to 
the extent of an eternal existence ! Thus limit- 
ed are all our conceptions of the attributes of 
God ; we can form no comprehensive notion of 
them. . O what a solemn subject, the infinity of 
God ! My own existence, though but an atom, 
is beyond my conception, who then can " by 
searching find out God !" 

As a Christian, I am not to dread God as an 
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angry judge, nor to fear him as the avenger of 
sin, but to love him as my reconciled Father. 
Wli^ freed from the fear that .terrifies, I would 
fain live in the fear which causes me to regard 
God with reverential awe, though I love him! 
with holy. fervour. ^ ;; 

"y*4 ; . ' \-r 

There is not an interval of space unoccupied 
by God; the .universe is his glorious temple! ? 
O to find him ever near us, reigning in our 
hearts, and swaying his sovereign sceptre over 
all that pertains to us ! - 

I can conceive that Adam, rejoicing in con- 
verse with his God, thus spoke to himself in 
paradise "How glorious are all things before 
me! The beauteous flowers surround me with 
their exhilarating perfumes ! What grandeur 
and what loveliness meet together here ! What 
i; indulgence for my 'senses, what gratification for 
my taste! Now comes the little bird; without 
the least fear he perches by me. How brilliant 
his plumage, how elegant his form"! Whence 
came he to exist V Thus he saw, he wondered, 
he adored. He beheld the morning sun ascend- 
ing in its glory from the eastern world, and in " 
the evening was refreshed by fertilizing dews, 



>r- 
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the only rain that then watered -the blissful gar- 
den. He was surprised ! " What an a|iQjde of 

- . . 3^9P*f 

gfcry am I placed in ; what happiness is before 
me ! I hear the voice of animated nature; it 
gratefully salutes my ear ; 't is music from my 
Creator ! Lam a marvel to myself; I govern all 
around me, and my" hand supplies my every 
need. I am a blessed creature how bright, 
how invigorating the air I breathe; how vari- 
ous are my enjoyments j but lo! this is the 
chief of all my bliss, I have frequent visits from 
my God." 



-;*' 
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SECTION XVII. 

THE HOLY GHOST THE TRINITY. 

I PRAY that I may be enabled to look as .much 
to God the Holy Ghost for sanctification r asTdo 
through faith, to God the Son, my Redeemer, 
for pardon and justification. 

Some venture to call the Holy Spirit only an 
emanation; but I believe him to be God, be- 
cause he gives divine life to the "dead in tres- 
passes and sins ;" and believers are called in the 
bible"! " temples of the Holy Ghost." 

There is no holy breathing after -God in any, 
but those into whom there has been breathed 
the genuine inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

*' I believe that God the Holy Ghost can give 
me a holy spiritual mind, and stupid as I am by 
nature, can enable me to understand the dispen- 
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sation of -the gospel, by the power of his gracious 
teaching* 

& ' "^.^ 

I pray that it may be my work until death, 

to preach upon the influence of God the Holy 
Spirit on the Church of Christ. 

A ..aSi;. ' - - . ~~ 



I love to preach upon the doctrine of the 
Trinity, because it gives us a fine, simple con r 
ception of the gospel. It teaches us to set forth 
the excellence of the Father's love, the riches 
of the v Son's redemption, and the wondrous na- 
ture of the Holy Spirit's work in the Christian's 
heart. 

In speaking of the doctrine of the Trinity, 
our. language ought to be very guarded. We 
should keep close to scriptural expressions^ 

... - % - ; 

All the riches of divine grace- are treasured 

up in the mutual relations of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. 

By union with God in Christ Jesus, believers 

* - * ^#j;- 

become ".one" in God the Father respecting 
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his law in God the Son respectingHbd| redemp- 
tion^- in God the Holy Spirit respiting his 
sanctifying influence. 



This is what we call Trinity Sunday,* (May 
25th, 1823.) We are reminded hereby to con- 
sider with holy cautioriflts far as it is revealed 

. * . . . 

to us, the nature of His divine existence "in 

whom we live and move and have our being." 
This is a mystery which can never be under- 
stood. Here ;human reason fails, and revela- 
tion becomes out only guide. Proud man, 
when he attempts -to be wise above that which is 
written, is sure to have his wisdom turned into 
folly. Do you understand the nature of yBur 
own existence ? Can you tell me how body and 
spirit are most curiously united? I have somefF 
times asked if you can explain what ^life is ? 
This you may attempt to answer 6y "^r^i^ic^ 
to the^actions of life, but what life is in itself 

. -.,. - - "i--rf 

you cannot tell. If then I cannot comprehend:- 
myself, how r can I expect to comprehend Him? 
who is infinitely incomprehensible ! I therefoi 
only go as I am guided; and my prayer is that 

I may be guided into all truth by the (Sriirit of 

t.~ -. ':'' 

*The following paragraph was the substance of the opening 
of Mr. Hill's sermon on that day. His text was 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 
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truth. I say quite enough, when I assert that 
the doGtnrie>bf the Trinity is most decidedly 
staged icSfie word of God. We are initiated 
^the Christian dispensatioa by baptism";? and 
did our Lord command his disciples! 
They were to baptize in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Spirit. We are sure that we adore 
the Trinity when we truly adore the Unity 
and 

"Where reason fails with all her powers, 
There faith prevails and love adores." 

We believe this mystery because it is made 
known to us by God, and^Kave no doubt of 
whatsis so gloriously revealed. It struck me 
when the lesson* was read in the morning ser- 
vice,*how clearly this doctrine was contained in it, 
".Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan, 
unto John, to be baptized of him. But John 
-forjpad him, saying I have need to be baptized 
of thee,'and comest thou to me? And JTesus 
answering, said unto him, Suffer it to be sq,now; 
'for thus' it becometh us to fulfil all righteous- 
ness. Then he suffered him. And Jesus when 
"he was baptized, went up straightway out of 
the water, and lo, the heavens were opened 
unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God 

i.-v . *Matt.iiL 
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scendiog like a dove and abiding upon him* 
And lo, a voice from heaven saying, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well piealeq." Now 
what can we have more distinct than this? Je- 
sus was the person baptized' the Spirit de- 
scended upon him; and God the. Father spoke 
from his throne of glory 5 and said, " this is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased." Again, 
what a wonderfully striking passage is_this* "if 
the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes 
of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth 
to the purifying of the flesh," now mark how 
plainly three persons are mentioned in cove- 
nant with us " how much more shall the, blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit, of- 
fered himself without spot to God, purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God ?" Thus hath the triune Jehovah revealed 
himself to man. 

I am not to controvert this doctrine by ask- 
ing whether it is consistent with reason. What 
do poor worms mean by reason ? Reason may 8 
assist us to climb from one truth to another, 
but if wg > miss only a single step, all our after- 
reckonings are wrong. 

*Heb.ix. 13, 14. 
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Who can tell the high privilege of living 
under a; gospel dispensation? Who can describe 
what theveye of faith beholds, when it sees the 
glory of God the Father beaming through the 
Son, and manifested to the heart by the Holy 
Spirit? 
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SECTION XVIII. 

PROVIDENC E T I M E. 

No providence is a blank; whatever occurs, I 
may get some good from it. I would desire to 
understand every outward dispensation, and as 
far as possible to comprehend its meaning. 

I once saw the parent of a lovely family ap- 
proach his children with a basket of fine fruits, 
which he held up for them to reach. They 
were obliged to leap for them, but at length the 
indulgent father let down his hand and gave 
them the prize. Thus our heavenly Father 
holds his blessings at a distance to try us; but 
we need not fear the result, for if we look to 
him in earnest, he will in due time lower his 
hand, and give us "far more abundantly than 
we can eitner ask or think." 

/ I am to watch the leadings of God's provi- 
dence with a careful eye, and if I am brought 
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thrpughC / ^ ; -- "' 



-"ll'l't " - f- ' ' '--' '-', 

peopte, -he does npt;pecmit themjto ascend, and 

* ' .* * *. "... * - " * . *" ' . * ' - ."^ . ~ ^. 

pass over their summits,. butrfce/bids- the moun- 
tains>giye wayi> ;Hfe w$l;np^ffer^his saints to 
walk too -highJ -theirefore in. his providence he 

_. - , - ^> ,-.'~^ . _-. ^ - ^^ ',- - ~.s - - ^M> "-. '- -~ 

reduces/the Mils "to vales, '. whibh. are "pleasant 
and safe^to humble pilgrirfis, 



.. ,. - .. . 
graiiiously, the ^L(wdvsays to ^nae (I won- 
der at : hfe cjondescehsion as well as his wisdom) 
fthevirery-hair^ of tTiyJtead are ajls-numhered^ 
BJs-^^is..ii3fifiiteLy'-''ovei r ? itne.> He ,cares parti- 
cularly for rne! The children of the best earthly 
parent -may^be r in dange^r^because Ke cannot 
^ so the 

of , the orntiipresent (jodi-^his "eyes 

- ~ ""-* v- ; - - '- ; "' -' * ' ' ". ." "-"'..""- ' . ' " ' * - 

affejover the righteous " always, and his loving 
mercy raver tails; tli^ 



^ There! are , some;thi&gs-:in 

providence of Ood, the depths ofiiwnich we 

A~ ' N. ','"*--.- ; .JL . - v - -*- "t- : *^,.-'-'- ^^ '^f 1 -'' . 

cannot fathom, but they, are right nevertheless. 

to be content in the station which 
13 
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re Lord has assigned to me; I recollect meet 51 
ig with the shoot of a very pretty; ;.tree,%hiclv. 
thought to plant in a rich earth j but 1 was 
>Id it would only blbssonlm a barren soil, knd 
found upon trial that this was most suitable 
> its nature. Thus God " best knows where 
is people are most likely to: flourish, and places 

icm according to his own wisdom. - "; 

. &* . . - - - 



I want to feel myself an accountable creaiure 

. - ' -^4 . ' * 

3 God for every moment of my time, and 'He- 
ire not to have a word -or a ^thdughtj; which 
oes not more or less prove that I- am spendirig 
; to his praise. ; "" - : -- 

I have nothing to do with to-morrow; Let 
o-morrow's temptations come, and! wili fly to 
)hrist for strength to overcome them. Let ine 
ight my battles to-day. 

If any man deskes to see the benefit of reh*- 
pon, let him observe how those spend their pre? 
ious tune who have no religion. ' - 

i ' ._"'.- 

My time is the Lord's. I would always be 



f .TIME. - 

trying?4p put a stone into the -walls of God's 



The most dishonourable service in the world, 
is spending our time upon ourselves. 

^>f ---. /" "*-.> ;- /s '." - % ;,/-'< .~y-.v. - v -" 
, pelaysare.npt only d^angerous, but sometimes 
awfully damnable. ^ _ J 

There is hot an error moire blasphemous, than 
/the notion th^t a man can command repentance 
at-any future day he pleases. 

\ I shudder a| 4he thought of delaying one 
moment,; to: cpnimit my- soul to jthe gracious 
keeping of my Redeemer. 

We shbuM not so v much concern ourselves 
with inquiring what -we are to be r in^ the nexj 
world,*' as with the question, what ought we Ic 
lie in the^presesnt? i 

* ' ..." A 

Time may be recleemed as it %^:passing, buj 
never -when it is gone by. ' 

';--": ^ ' '' '- :; ."- --'"',. ' / '.-- -_>-." f'-'\r^''' 

Sometimes when I wake in a morning, I arr 
struck -with the uncertainty of ^What Jnay takt 
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dace during the " coining day; We know nb- 
hing beforehand; all fdture events-are shrouded 
a darkness, that we may live every instant so- 
emnly dependent upon God. : c 

The church of Christ in time is the school 
or heaven, and if we are not tutored in it npw, 
re shall not be fit for future happiness in - an- 
ther world. - j 



I this momeritlive may my life this moment 
>e dedicated to my God. ; , 

It seemed to me before I was born again, that 
ay time was my own, arid that I might fill it up 
,s I chose; but directly the divine change took 
lace in me, I saw that time was given for eter- 
ity, and that it was my duty to spen& it for my 
verlasting profit. ~ ; - 

" - 1 

It requires no slight degree of wisdom- and 
race, to know how much we should admire 
nd enjoy of the things of time. 

To look up to God to, mark the providence 
f God to meditate on the word of Ood, are 
l three chief duties in time. 
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y.^-> 

It w a gpod^rule nesver to occupy ourselves, ia 
thing, in^ time, which necessarily excludes 
serious thoughts of etei-nity* ; 

The little new-born infant iust ushered into 

" - - '-- *f ' - . ' 

.existence, will soon he hurried ; through time, 
and launched into, eternity. " Our fathers, 
where are they ?"^ ,1 know that "it is appointed 
junto/all rnen oncefto die, and -'.after, death .the 
judgment,*' Would to God~ e.very duty of flay 
life ; w.ere as wisely spent, as : I should wish my 
last day to be spent. O what awful procrasti- 
nation does .the arch-enemy jpreach to the souls 
of men "you -may leave serious matters a lit- 
tle -longer, and .indu]ge your own lusts for a 
while !" ~ What ! cari we persuade God to let 
us live one nioment beyond our appointed time? 
The language of the awful procrastination* of 
thousands^ is nothing less than this-r-" We 'will 
serve Satan as long as we can, and give the Lord 
as little as possible of our remaining strength." 

When. I consider the long life I have already 
spent upon earth, I think what a little time must 
be remaining to me ; and I grieve that I have 
not done more good. It should be our busi- 
ness to improve every minute as it flies. What 

13* 
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a good command (I am struck \vith its wisdom) 
to "redeem'the time because thV days are eviL" 
The only way to avoid evil, is to fill up every 
passing hour to the glory of God. 

How impressive is. the solemn progress of 
Lime ! I am rapidly%dvancing through it, and 
its course must continue till the instant %heh J I 
am hurled into eternity ! Owhat--af thought is 
this ! in a short period every hardened sinner 
must sink into the pit, whence he can escape 
no more! .. .- ; 

I heard of a very old taan like myself, who 
svas asked what his age was; he answered, "the 
right side of eighty." " I thought you were 
more than eighty f said the inquirer; "Yes, I 
am beyond it," "he replied, "and that is the 
right side, for I am the nearer to my eternal 
rest." ..--.--.'- 
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SE CTION XIX. 

. - ty ' 

DEA/TH. 



E rail Y -tmie I breathe^ I #rn brought nearer to 
that solemn; period when I must breathe out my 
soul into the presence of my God. -What a 
wise precaution, "prepare .to-meet thy GrbdJ" 
what-words ol excellent r direction, "be ye also 
ready." Is the way difficult? "Yes, but only 
because our corruptions make it so. In itself 
it is good and delightful ; its " ways are ways 
of: pleasantnessj" its "'paths; .are peace ;" .but 
we are crippled by our own sinfulness, and, not- 
withstanding the excellence of the road, we walk 
ilLinit. ^On the right,hand and on the left are 
innumerable - snares J and dangers*. O, : what a 
miracle of mercy shall I be, if I ' 4 die in the 
-Lord," saved by his grace. I love my God for 
his wise and loving admonitions" fight the 
good fight of i faith" ^-" give all diligence to 
make your calling and election sure" " strive 
to enter in at the strait gate " " so ran that ye 
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nay obtain;" All these counsels demand our 
ncessant attention, and prove that we need 
oaore than mortal strength to pass through a 
svorld of perils, with a prospect of realizing in 
leath "the end of our faith, even the salvation 
of our souls." 

Little sparks of existence as we are before 
Grod, what a mercy to have our -existence in 
God. I want to be surprised r -at. the vast in> 
portance of my own existence, because I live for 
eternity. This soul of mine, though my body 
must die, will never have a moment's suspension 
of its being. Let me then "Consider my latter 
end," and be wise for eternity. 

I seldom come to the conclusion of a: week, 
but my mind is struck with the rapidity with 
which it has flown. Quickly has it been told 
up, but it can never be told again. I am has- 
tening towards eternity as fast as time can carry 
me.. O how foolish to be engrossed by 'the 
world, when I have a precious soul so worthy 
of my (deep regard. If the thought of dying 
were^ftener before us, sinful things would 
their deceitful influence. 
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It is encouraging, when departing Christians 
can utter a few profitable words from their bed 
of sickness; but it is not so much what they 
say then, as what they formerly were, which 
makes the impression. Some persons whispered 
behind the curtains of the dying ^bed of; Mr. 
Walker, of Truco, " what an excellent Christian 

' ~ . ' - j ' ' ' . .^ -, ."""- 

he is." He heard them, and cried out, 1' I am 
still a sinner- hoping to be saved, wiiile I trust 
I^am saved |;l)Ut I- need to be watching and 
praying to the last moment." 

I desire always to be in that frame which dis- 
arms death, and makes me look upon it only as 
a flightinto the arms of my Redeemer. 

It is a privilege wbichvnone but true believers 
can ever enjoy, to die praying and praising at 
the same time. Though I should be thankful 
to God to let me die praying, yet at the same 
time I should greatly glorify his holy name if he 
would let me die praising also. 

Even a child of -God may tremble at the 
thought of dying, but; he looks by faith through 
the bible, as through a telescope, into the re- 
gions above, and is cheered by a^glimpse of the 
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"building of God, eternal in the heavens," which 
is preparing for his reception when the)" house 
of this tabernacle shall be dissolved." 

- *" ' " " \ 

O that I may be enabled to say with dignified 
calmness, " farewell time, hail eternity. Gome, 
welcome death, for I shall awake from .death to 
everlasting life." Blessed words are .those we 
read over the bodies of -departed friends they 
sounded well when they were living, and sweetly 
when they were dying- ^^O death where is thy 
sting ! O grave where is thy victory ! the sting 
of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the 
law, but thants be to God (I admire the -Word- 
ing) which- giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." He combatted the king of 
terrors, he entirely overcame him, and opened 
the door of everlasting life to all who die; in. the 
faith. What a fine blessing is pronounced In 
the expression, " Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord,- even so saith . the Spirit r for 
they rest from their labours." Farewell sin, 
farewell sorrow, farewell distress ; all hail, death, 
for it brings joy everlasting; all hail, the hour 
that will introduce me to the Saviour's presence, 
where I shall be crowned with eternal glory ! 
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, Instead of , being surprised that we die so 
soon,- the marvel should be, that, considering 
the wonderful frame ; we bear about with us, we 
endure so long. Dr. Watts says, 

' "Our heart contains a" thousand strings, 
, And fails if one be gone." 

It is amazing^uideed that a harp with a thou- 
sand strings should keep in tune so long^ Our 
breath k in our nostrib ; we are in momentary 
danger*- How- frequent are awful instances of 
sudden death. Somehow, I desire that this may 
not^be my lot ; and ,1 can fully enter into the 
prayer "from, sudden death good Lord deliyer 
u&." Certainly, if I am prepared, sudden death 
will be sudden glory ; yet J would be permitted 
to have some preparatory hours before my dis- 
solution takes place. It is awful to reflect on 
the appalling progress of time. No sooner does 
the sun reach its meridian than it begins to de- 
scend ; night follows night, andjday follows day, 
and every pulse we beat leaves one less to beat 
again. O that I could but adequately feel the 
danger of living in an unprepared state ! O for 
such a frame of mind as would enable me to say, 
" come Lord, even though thou comest quickly." 
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We cannot impede the progress of the hour 
of death, or of the "day -of judgment. "How 
soon these may arrive, is known alone to infinite 
wisdom. Should we not tremble in expectation" 
of the approach of some mighty chieftain, whose 
commission was to slay each foe he vanquished ? 
This is the province of the conqueror Death, 
and none shall escape ! He may not come to-day 
or to-morrow, hut as sure as we are horn, we 
are born to die. Death: will soon shut me out 
of the pulpitmay the Lord bear with me a 
little longer, that I may be the means of saving 
a few more sinners before I die; ; - - 



v 
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. 

IT fe the blessedness, knd not the brightness, of 
heaven which constitutes its happiness. 

s. 

What shall 1 have in^. heaven? Christ the ob- 
ject of niy faith and love; he who is now "within 
me the hopejof gloryy" blessing me with a fore- 
taste of heaven while on earth. Let ^Christ 
dwell in me, and I want no more. 

I know but of one heaven for God's people. 
Holiness is the 'region in which they are to 
dwell. The ' full enjoyment of holiness is the 
full enjoyment of heaven itself. 

The oculist -says to his recovering patient, 
"now we inay let you have the shutter a little 
open, and afterwards, when you can bear it, you 
may have the full light." So the Lord deals 
with the weak powers of his people ; he gives 
them daily increasing light, as a gradual prepa- 

14 
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ration for the time when they shall gaze upon 
the full splendour of his majesty, and "see as 
they are seen, and know as they are known." 

What a heaven will the true Christian have I 
Not only a heaven prepared for him, but a hea- 
ven within him, to meet the heaven above a 
heaven of purity within, to meet the heaven of 
holiness without, and all of God as a security 

for its eternal duration. 

? ' ' " 

How many myriads ofangels are now; praising 
God abovef glorifying his name and doing all,, 
his will, rinding it their perpetual heaven to be 
as God would have them to be ! To this hea- 
ven shall we be exalted, if by the grace of God 
we are brought to be in such union with him in 
time, as will make us meet for eternal happiness 
when time shall be no more. 

J believe that heaven will be a place of eternal 
surprise at the glory of God, ourselves, pur; 
salvation, our former ignorance. ""We shall also 
be surprised at the perfection of God's wisdom 
and contrivances, as well as at the wonderful 
expansion of our -once little understandings. 
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Undoubtedly God has given me an immortal 
spirit, and can if he pleases put grandeur there- 
in. He can dignify me 'amazingly. There is no 
doubt of what he can do ; and therefore I ought 
to remember, that though insignificant in my- 
self, I lose a great deal of my insignificance 
when dignified by his grace. He enlarges the 
mind exceedingly. If God then can so expand 
the mind of a^inner upon earth, what incon- 
ceivable enlargement shall we enjoy, when we 
come to be " filled with all the fulnegs of God" 
in heaven ! 

We cannot have the remotest idea of what 
heaven is, unless we know and feel what hea- 
venly-mindedness is. 

I dare not speculate upon that .which is be- 
yond my comprehension, namely, "what we 
shall be." It is enough for me to know " tfiat 

.-'-' " "I|f..' T .:' 

I^hall be like him, for I shall see him as h&is." 
I cannot understand what a spiritual body is, 
till "I have that spiritual body. After I have 
been in heaven ten thousand times ten thousand 
years, not, one wrinlde of age shall furrow my 
glorified brow. 
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SECTION XXI. 

-* - * ; " ' 

THE SCRIPTURES. 

"-. - _ . 

WE read our bibles well, if the holy language 
of them constrains us to pray to God to' fix his 
precepts in our hearts. 

It is impossible fully to believe a single truth 

revealed in the word of God, which will not be 

' ^- 

blessed and sanctified to^us, if we are enabled 
to receive it through the divine Spirit. 

" There are only two ways of knowing the 
Lord, and these are inseparable. First, by the 
letter of his word; secondly, by the Spirit's 
application of- the letter of the word; I have 
these two lights to guid& me ; the light of the 
book before my eyes', the light of the Holy 
Ghost in my heart. 

It is a great mercy, in reading the bible, to be 
prepared to take all the truths of the ^gospel as 
we find them. : 



THE SCRIPTURES. 161 



\ __ 

The waters of the sanctuary (Ezekiel xlvii.) 
flowed from the temple and formed a river that 
none could ford. Thus it stands with respect 
to divine revelation. There are some truths in 
which faith may walk with delight; _there are 
others. which are deep waters for? purification 
and sanctification ; hut there are others also, too 
deep for the most exalted understanding, being 
far beyond the reach of human comprehension. 
We must be content therefore to keep within 
our depth. 

Many of the prophecies of ancient times i, ap- 
peared quite dark when they were uttered, but 
they became light, afterwards. So it will be 
respecting the book of Revelation. I think 
the light which is to shine upon it is reserved 
for the miUenial days, when "the kingdoms of 
the earth shall become the kingdoms of the 
Lord, and of his Christ," at which period there 
shall be such a glorious display of almighty 
power, that earth shall nearly resemble heaven. 

* * ' ~* 

There are many that cannot understand the 
Scriptures, because they will not take them for 
their gujde. 
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11 

In my own existence there is a multitude ol 
things I do not understand. I do not know 
how my faculties lead me to act and think ; 01 
why there should be more thought in me thai] 
in a tree, or how it is contrived at all. If then 
I cannot comprehend my own self, shall I won- 
der because I cannot explain all the mysteries 
of the word of God ? 

Scripture is like the firmament in a fine star- 
light night; many bright orbs are set in the mids! 
of much obscurity. But thanks be to God, the 
parts necessary to be seen by me ane luminous, 
There is not in the bible a single essential truth 
that is not comparatively plain. 

If we have bible minds they will at once ex- 
plain what the bible means. I heard of a deisl 
who took a little time to consider the word oJ 
God, and his objection to it was a very; striking 
one r" it tells me of a state of mind which/ iic 
man can reach." He spake truly, for no mai] 
can tell what bible wisdom is, but as he is made 

wise by the Holy Ghost. 

: 

. It is comfortable to find, when we attempt tc 
expound the word of God, that we can give ii 
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an interpretation which bears the very stamp o1 
truth. 

Some truths do not influence the mind, bul 
<every scripture truth does when rightly received, 
It cannot be -otherwise, for it is nothing less 
than an eternal matter between God and oui 
souls. Qur knowledge will be only against us, 
if we know not how to put it to good account 
before God. 

1 ^ 

It is a good sign of spiritual life, when we se- 
lect and enjoy the spiritual parts of the bible. 

The word of God contains many a fine golden 
chain, the links 1 of which are truths inseparably 
united to each other. v 

-Instead of lowering the precepts of Scripture 
to the standard of the world, I would say, 
"Lord, bring my mind up to ihe spkit pf;^its 
wiseand holy instructions." ^ i 

- "- - '- ' ' - -^ ' -if 

I do not desire to judge of the bible by my 
experience, but to try my experience by the test 
of the bible. V . 
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The light of revelation is given " to guide me, 
but the Spirit of God must open mine eyes, that- 
I may see things as they are really intended to 
be revealed to me. , 

I greatly blame myself for not entering more 
into the marrow of Scripture ; alas, when I read 
my bible, the words often pass before- my eyes 
without entering into my heart. 

It is very profitable to read the bible ; still to 
read it with real advantage, we must catechize 
ourselves by it, and see whether we reach the 
high standard set before us in its pages. 

t . : . 

We make a_wrong use of the bible, when we 
cannot bless God for its practical commands as 
much as for its evangelical truths. 

I must be content to leave futurity to unfold 
the figurative language of Scripture; and I 
must be satisfied not to know what God con- 

s - 

ceals. There is 'a sort of virtue in humble ig- 
norance. 

' . -j- 

Simplicity, purity, f illness,- adaptation, preser- 
vation, and remarkable efficacy, are six proofs 
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of the divine origin of the gospel, but to a 
Christian the greatest is this "he that be- 
lieveth on the ^on of God hath the witness in 
himself." __ < 

- 

I cannot doubt that the bible is right, if it 
has set me right. 

God is only known to us by his Son, and 
therefore without a revelation of his Son, we 
must continue ignorant of him. This must ne- 
cessarily be made through the word of truth; 
for as the sun can only be seen by its own beams, 
so Christ can alone be made visible by the light 
of his gospel. 

My bible is before me; it contains only so 
many letters. Let me read it ; many do so, 
and are no wiser for it. But if I read the 
lovely oracles of truth with light in my heart, 
I shall ]>e struck with admiration of the divine 
energy of the language of God himself to my 
soul. I have been reading the New Testament 
over two or three times lately* in the original 
language, to refresh my memory ; and the more 

* This was in the Spring of 1830. 
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I look at the Scriptures and the interpretation 
that should be given to them, the more. I am 
convinced that though I may have a bible in 
my hand, yet unless I have the grace of God in 
my heart, I shall never know the worth of that 
sacred book. 

The bible is the only book which teaches us 
how infinite justice and infinite mercy can unite, 
to lift a ruined sinner from the dust. 

I have two important subjects to think of, my 
God and myself my God, what he is; myself, 
what I am before him. " Outward observation 
enables me to trace his almighty hand in the 
scenes around me, but I can only silently adore 
his wisdom and his power. I am not, however, 
left to guess at the attributes of God according 
to the dim conceptions of human reason. 'I 
have a glorious revelation which tells me all 
that is needful for me to know, in a manner 
which never could have been conceived by me 
without it-, 
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SECTION XXII. 

THE MINISTRY. 

Goi> has given different gifts to different .minis- 
-iers ; but that kind of preaching is the best, 
which aims at the great end of the gospel the 
plucking of poor sinners as brands from the 
burning. 

The seed sown will never spring up unless 
it is watered, by -prayer. I heard a man once 
say of his minister, " I love to hear him preach, 
because his preaching always causes me to 
pray." ' r ' 

. Ministers-are stars in the right hand of God.. 
Alas, -how much We lack steadiness and firmness ! 
Th& unnumbered stars of heaven continue their 
vast revolutions, without being upheld by any 
visible support ; they roll through infinite space, 
according to the direction which eternal wisdom 
has given them, and never err in their .courses, 
What an idea therefore have we of the charac- 
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ter of a ministeraof God, when he is described as 
a star in His right hand who sustains all things 
by the word of his power ! We are thus exalt- 
ed that we may manifest his grace ; but how 
much grace do we need, to be worthy of being 
represented as truly elevated to this dignity- 
as held in the right-hand of the Majesty of 
heayen ! How few of us give even the light 
of a glow-worm, much less of a star ! It is of 
very little consequence how high, we shine, the 
grand question is how bright we shine, and if 
we shed a light upon the sphere in which God 
has placed us. 

I would be as earnest, as if it w,ere my per- 
sonal business to leave the pulpit, and go into 
every pew and get into every heart. 

A minister who was brought to God in his 
,old age used to say, " forty years did I preach, 
and preached nothing." Till God converts us 
by his grace, we shall never convert others to 
his cause. 

The worst robbery of God, is to get into the 
pulpit and rob him there. 



THE MINISTRY. . 169 



I would rather resign my life; in the full work 
of the ministry, than finish it in a dead manner* 

- I believe if ministers did but honour God the 
Spirit more, they would have greater success. 



O c my God ! what manner of persons should 
we be, who, are tOL lead hy holy tribe to the 
celestial city of eternal glory ! 

I should rejoice to hear any one of my con- 
gregation saying "i forgot who preached, I felt 
so much the influence of the truths he preached. 
Blessed be God^ I was enabled to repent, and 
the silent tears trickled down my cheeks. My 
heart was affected, it began to relent, and now 
it relents again, when I consider by whose mercy 
it was that I was blessed with these feelings.?' 

Wherever we go, may we leave a. savour 
behind us ; an evidence that we live most de- 
votedly to God. 

It is an awful thing for ministers to be only 
as scaffolding, which will be pulled down, when 
the temple it has assisted to build is finished. 

' 
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'" " " i^r?' " ' ' - ."... 

Some people say to rne> "You are alwaysipB 
one subject.'* I answer, "if you are new crea 
tures, in Christ Jesus, this old subject will be 
new to you every, Sunday." It was a bad sign 
when the Israelites called the manna light food, 

I feel it a great matter to be a spiritual 
preacher, and I pray God that I may never de- 
liver a single sermon, that has not an immediate 
tendency to do good to the soul. 

Ministers will contend effectually with sin 7 in 
the people, when they fight-manfully against it 
in themselves. , 

We ought to preach the gospel faithfully, 
boldly, confidently, lovingly, and leave the event 
to God. I know that some preachers are so 
afraid of their congregations, that they dare not 
speak out. Such never will be blessed. 

We should always keep in God's way, that 
we may be prepared for God's work. 

If God favours us with success in our work, 
we should only be led by it to look more to him. 
I remember once turning giddy in climbing a 
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high building ; a man said tof^ie, " do not look 
downy hut look up." If- the heights of ^)ros^ 
perifcy make us giddy, let us look up. . 

J verily believe the reason why some ministers 
. see so little conversion take place under their 
ministry, is because they expect so little. 

Worldly men may hate us for righteousness' 
sake, but let us take care that they only hate 
us for that which has a tendency" to "do them 
good. 

Much of God's Spirit is needed in those who 
visit the bed-sides of sick men. 

I hope I know something of the unsearchable 
riches of Christ-; but if I had felt this better, I 
should have been able to have told my hearers 
more about it. 

The disciples dealt out to the multitude the 
bounteous feast that Christ had provided for 
them, but they could not eat as fast as the Lord 
increased it before their eyes. The ministers 
of the gospel may experience the same thing 
spiritually. 
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Some ministers of sudden and short-lived 
popularity, may be compared to sky-rockets, 
which when first lit up," rush into the air with 
greffr : brilliancy, but the sparks of their fiery 
zeal soon go -out", and they fall as mere dead 
sticks -to earth, and rise no. more. -. '. 

If I am conscious .of the Lord's approbation 
of rny work, I feel more joy than in ten thousand 
smiles of a deceitful world. 

.-"*-.: ' - - t 

We lose our characters with the world by a 
faithful style of preaching ; but Who would noi 
lose a thousand characters, for the sake of bring- 
ing lost sinners to the knowledge of Christ ? 

He that preaches the atonement of Christ, 
without enforcing the necessity of regeneration 
by the Spirit of Christ, does not preach the 
gospel. 

A 

I heard a minister once complained of in 
these terms : " he is a very judicious divine, but 
he does not bring the truth home to us ; i\ 
sounds more like speculation than reality."- 
let us aim at realities. This is a realiti/^-an 
assertion that has divine truth in it-^that the 
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Lord Jesus is the life of the semis of his people, 
and that by his living in themjSlhey have a life- 
which they will feeLto be a life even in death. 

Human oratory often clouds divine trutte* - 

W& must take care of strong expressions, 
when we cannot have the Scriptures to confirm 
them. 

* - ' . ...-*" 

What we want are gospeL tempers, ^ gospel 
dispensations, gospel feelings, and a .power to 
set forth- a gospel Christ. 

Legal preaching is ito tell men to obey the 
law by their own exertions. Evangelical 
preaching proclaims the same law, but instead 
of directing men to keep its commands by the 
depraved, ruined, and deceitful operations of 
their own hearts, it directs them to do it by the 
power of God. 

Surface preaching is useless preaching. 

It was an awful saying of an eminent ecclesi- 
astic when he came to die, that he would willing- 
ly forego all his honours, rank, station, learning, 

15* 
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wealth, and count them as nothing, could he 
but be well assured that he had been the means 

i i , 

of bringing one sinner to repentance. We may 
ranfc>liigh in the church, and be numbered with 
tHelearned and the great, but it requires the 
strength of grace to be made useful in conver- 
sions, and this can only be obtained from the 
Spirit of God. . 

It is impossible tor a preacher to do justice 
to a .spiritual subject without a spiritual mind. 

We cannot find a sinner out of hell, to whom 
we may not proclaim the message of salvation. 

When- earthly things engross a minister's at- 
tention, he will think more of this world, than of 
the next, and his preaching will savour more of 
the casket than of the jewels. If he is not. a 
spiritual man himself, he has no reason to sup- 
pose that God will bless him with a spiritual 
people. 

It is a sad blot in a minister's character when 
he hardly knows what to preach ; sometimes on 
one beat, and sometimes on another, varying his 
sentiments as often as the moon changes her 
aspect. 
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; It will be a great folessinipto have what we 
preach when living, for our consolation when : 
dying. 

If we really believe and. feel that we are^tBe 
servants of God in .delivering the truth, we shall 
much more fear treachery and dissimulation than 
we shall the wrath of man. 

' ' "' \ ' x. - " ' ' ' * - 

~The minister's greatest difficulty;, is to get the 
sinner Jo consent to God's way of^aving. 

Some persons .may: say of administer, " We 
like to hear him, he has : so much to say that 
was never said before !" Such people will never 
come to hear we, for I like the; old things best, 
They are the same though varied. The right 
mode of pleaching is to vary the same funda- 
mental truths, so as to bring them home fresh 
to the mind. 

I do not like trifling and irreverence. I want 
to be solemn, but I desire to have this holy solem- 
nity sweetened by love. 

It is a sort of sinful Sabbath-breaking, to go 
into God's house merely to exhibit fine words, 
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God grant that no day may pass, in which I 
do not endeavour to win some soul to Christ 



- invitation of the gospel is universal. 
We ought to make it so, when God 'has made 
it so " whosoever will, let him come." 

I do not complain of the want of more of this 
world's oratory, of whatever worth 1 it may' be. 
If we are madelnstruments of alarming sinners, 
.and they escape from the wrath to come, this is 
enough. I should not stand and speak or-atori- 
calty before the house of any one when it was 
in flames, ^but I should- strive all I could to 
awaken its inmates, that they might not perish 
in the conflagration. / 

* ' ' ' " -"., 

I often think how I have preached. I do not 
desire to retract my doctrines ; I am only griev- 
ed that I have not delivered them in a manner 
more consistent with their importance. 

O my God, I tremble at this cold heart of 
mine, lest those who hear me should grow cold 
also. 
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I hope I-am fpnd-of preaclbing mprality, but 
I know that in ordeE,,to*bring men to be truly 
moral, I must show them the need of spirituality; 
Mr.lBerridge used to say he had preached mp- 
rality in his. parish, till there was not a moral 
man in it. Nothing will purify the heart but 

the simple gospel of Christ Jesus. 

x 

Faithful preaching will be owned of God. I 
remember very many years ago, when in my 
younger days, I had; been preaching .out of 
doors in my plain manner, a man came to me 
weeping, and said, " I wanted to stone you as 
much as ever Saul wanted to stone Stephen, 
and I came with my pockets full of stones for 
that pdrpose. I .stood to hear you and my heart 
was touched ; I put my hand in one pocket, and 
cast away a stone gut of that, and then I put 
my hand into the other, and did the same, till- 1 
had dropped them all, for I trust the Lord was 
taking the stone out of my heart." May the 
Lord help us so to preach, that the stones may 
drop out of our hearers' hearts under the sound! 1 - 
of a faithful message from God. _ 

I_ want grace practically. I long to feel my 
love burning with holy zeal, and I desire at the 
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same time, to be led to a more entire dependence 
upon God, and to be'k^pt in trie dust, that I 
may be more in prayer, and that all good things 
may be~"so sweetly and powerfully operating on 
my heart, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
as to give an unction jto my -work. 

- J 

A minister should aim so to preach. the bible 
into his people's hearts, that the world may see 
that a sweet correspondence exists between 
their conduct and the bible. *> 

. ^ . 

I have served my congregation nearly fifty 
years, and have never quarrelled with any of 
them but on account of their sins. Thanks be 
to God, peace has reigned amongst us. 

When cleansing the Lord's garden, we must 
onl^r cast the weeds over the fence ; it is God's 
province to throw them into the fire. 

;v I have heard some persons, when leaving a 
^place of worship, admiring the minister, and 
exclaiming, " what splendid language !- what 
beautiful metaphors ! what original illustra- 
tions !" May they rather say, after hearing me, 



THE MINISTRY. 



C{ whatisinnerswe are ! what a glorious Chris 
we have ! -what a blessed salvation L" 



; duty does more than explain 
-ing it;"'- "'- : " ". :'; .-. ,. - : : " - .. : %'--> 

^ 

It is not the dress of the sermon, but its sun 
and substance which does good to the mind. 

Young ministers never begin well, except the] 
begin with a sense of the: necessity of total de 
pendence upon God. 

I have often thought of the following good ad 
vice from an old minister : " whenever you tak( 
a practical text, preach upon it evangelically 
and when you take an evangelical text, preact 
upon it practically." These two modes are nol 
opposed to each other, but beautifully harmonize 
together. 

Two things are to be particularly aimed at by 
every minister good conduct and sound truth. 

> 

A minister, who was awakened late in Iife 3 
uttered this exclamation of regret, " O what 
would I give for the recall of those souls who 
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may have perished tinder my ministry, before I 
learned to^preact i Christ.'? 

When I see my people indifferent, I always 
carefully examine myself to discover ; whether it 
is occasioned by my own dulness. 
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The soul desires not only to speak to God, but to make melody to 
God: the heart is the instrument, but the graces are the strings 
and prayer the touching them. CHAENOCK. 

The veteran gave us an incomparable prayer. 

HANNAH MOBS, OF ROWLAND HILL. ; 
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A PRAYER FOR THE GRACE OF DEDICATION TO THE 
GLORY OF GOD. 

WE desire to draw nigh unto thee, O God, rely- 
ing on thine own gracious promise, that " what- 
soever we shall ask in thy name, believing, we 
shall receive." Give us that faith which is of 
the operation of thy Spirit, that we may have 
freedom of access to thee with confidence. 
Blessed be thy name, Justice has received its 
full satisfaction, and now Mercy smiles. Come, 
gracious Lord, impart thy blessing, and grant 
that we may all feel that it is our high privilege 
to dedicate and devote body, soul, and spirit, 
all we have and are, as living sacrifices to a 
loving Saviour. Is there any idol that we have 
not parted with? Are there any secret abomina- 
tions working in our hearts ? Wilt thou not be 
jealous of thine own glory? Search us, try us, 
and see what is wrong in us ; nail every corrup- 
tion to thy cross, and let it die before thee. Not 
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only destroy every abomination, but do thou 
who art the God of all grace, and the giver o1 
all grace, the fountain whence the streamy oJ 
heavenly graces flow, cause them to find theii 
way into our hearts with their precious influence, 
from time to time. Prepare us for what is pre- 
paring for us, and as we are all soon to pass 
out of time into eternity, may we be daily dili- 
gent to live more abundantly to thy praise. 



A PRAYER FOR AN HUMBLE SENSE OF THE DIVINI 

PATIENCE. 

O THOU God of infinite holiness and purity, 
how can such sinful and polluted creatures as 
we are, stand in the presence of that Majestj 
that fills the throne of grace ! What are we as 
creatures in thy sight ! less than nothing 
worse than nothing, because of our sins. O the 
patience and forbearance of our God, that have 
caused thee gladly to lay aside the vengeanct 
so richly deserved, and to continue the mer- 
cies we forfeit every moment we enjoy them 
May the Lord make us sensible what a privi- 
lege it is, that we are still upon the ground 
where mercy is set before the children of men, 
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Lord ! we may escape, let our condition be whai 
it will ; to the vilest sinner in thy sight is re- 
deeming grace yet offered ! May thy sparing 
mercy lead us to repentance, remembering thai 
while we might justly be cut down by the hanc 
of vengeance, yet we have thy patience anc 
forbearance extended to us. Let us remember 
the time will soon come, when we must answei 
before thee, for the abuse of that patience whicr. 
thou art now manifesting. Give thy people 
good hope through grace, that all is ready wit! 
them. We beseech thefe that we may lo " pass 
Ithrough things temporal, that we lose not th< 
things which be eternal ; " that " amidst all th< 
changes and chances of this mortal life, oui 
hearts may surely there be fixed, where alom 
true joys are to be found." We beg everj 
mercy and blessing for a Saviour's sake. - 



PRAYER BEFORE THE SERMON, PREACHED ON TH1 
EVENING OP THE FUNERAL OF HER MAJESTY QTJEE1 
CHARLOTTE. WEDNESDAY, DEC. 2, 1818. 



O THOU that art infinitely glorious, and infinitely 
to be feared, it behoves us to come into th] 
presence with holy reverence,, to acknowledge 
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thy greatness and majesty, whilst at the same 
time, it becomes us to honour thee in the infinite 
purity of the divine existence. Thou never canst 
behold sin in thy creatures, without a supreme 
hatred against that which is rebellion against 
infinite goodness. Thou canst sooner cease to 
be, than cease to hate that which is sinful in 
thy sight. The Lord grant that we may be 
made wholly spiritual ; that we may feel sin to 
be detestably sinful before thee, and know that 
we can never be saved from its. curse, butras we 

' ;; i^K ' 

are delivered from its dominion and power. Oj 
Lord, convince us that we must thus be deliver^ 
ed from it. We glory in the characteristics of 
that divine mercy towards us, which thy gospel 
reveals, teaching us how we who are captives 
to sin and death, may be brought to partake of 
the power of that life from thee, whereby alone 
we are enabled to live unto thee. May the 
"light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in 
the face of Jesus Christ, shine into all our 
hearts." May we know what life spiritual is, 
by feeling what divine salvation does. O Lord? 
we know the solemn decree that all men must 
once die, and that after death comes judgment. 
We are as sure, as that we are now alive, that 
we must die; but alas, how supinely do we 
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live, notwithstanding the certainty of death ! 
Lord, what avails the long account of three- 
score i years and ten, when their sum is but as. 
a day .before thee ; and .of- -what real value are 
all the splendours and .majesty of .royalty, and 
all the good .and great things of this world, 
which is but a& a bubble, compared with eter- 
nity, and whose pride passeth away ! Prepare 
us to meet thee, by sending down the powerful 
influence of 4hy gracious Spirit into our hearts. 
Whenever thou art pleased jto% afflict i=ja-house 

- ._ - . :"'.' ~ ~ f 3iBS&*S ' ' 

with death, be pleased to visit the same* house 
^with love and zeal for thee. As it ha& now, 
within a short period, been thy will to cut off 
two branches of pur beloved Royal Family, 
grant, Lord, that the remainder may learn to 
live to thy praise and the best welfare of our 
nation. May they all follow thee, and may we 
follow in their path. May we never be elevated 
by earthly splendour ; but let us -remember that 
it is but a shadow, that we may be led to seek 
the true substance. We would bless thee for 
the various situations we are permitted to fill; 
in this life. Deliver us from the distressing^ 
circumstances of poverty, and from the danger- 
ous love of wealth, that we may not -be made 
vain by the one, nor driven to despair by the 
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other. Lord, help us each to adorn whatever 
situation we may fill. May we all hear thy 
word with holy solemnity of mind. Grant that 
those of us who are in our declining days, may 
find our souls to be specially .revived by thee, 
that we may be made ripe for heaven before the 
day of our death. Lord, hear our prayers for all 
the survivors of our Royal Family ; prepare our 
aged sovereign for a more glorious crown, and 
may his successors be. made meet for their throne 
by grace .upon their hearts. We entreat thee to 
hear and answer our prayers for the sake of our 
dear Redeemer. Our Father, $*c. ^ 



PRAYER BEFORE SERMON, JAN. 17, 1819. 

THOU, O Lord, art infinitely more exalted than 
the most glorious of created beings can ever be, 
yet thou needest not to be told of thy own 
greatness ; but O may we be humbled before 
thee, under a sense of the perfect purity and 
sublimity of thy divine Majesty. What are we 
in thy sight ! There is that in thy divine exist- 
ence, which should make us blush with shame 
when we think, though man was made in thy 
image, how that image is defaced, and how sin- 
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ful we are. But, glory be to thy name, thou 
hast provided a mode^f salvation, and that sal- 
vation is completed by the power of thy Holy 
Spirit isent;to; regenerate a race of fallen sinners, 
redeemed by Christ Jesus, and commanded to 
stand forth to the^glory of His grace who hath 
power to quicken the "dead in trespasses and 
sins." We wait upon our God for this power, 
and may we be enabled to experience , that no 
one waiteth on thee in vain, and that thou- wilt 
renew the strength of thy .people wl^ draw 
.near to thee for a revival of it.' Blessed for- 
ever be our God,- for all the mercies we possess. 
Quicken us by the power of thy Spirit, in the 
preaching of thy word. Let those who hear 
feel God's presence -in their hearts, and may 
light shine forth, and do abundance of good io 
the souls of men. Succour all that need thy 
succouring hand. Save the lives, of useful and 
valuable Christians, that their children may be 
brought up in the " nurture and admonition of 
the ~Lord:" May all alarms and trials be sanc- 
tified. _ May .those before thee feel the spiritual 
presence of the Lord; let thy word have a 
gracious influence on every mind, and may the 
gospel be a-blessing to us all, for Christ's sake. 
Our Father; 
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AN HUMBLE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE POWER AND 
GOODNESS OF GOD. ' 

O LORD GOD, .whilst thou art exalted in the 
majesty of thy throne, far above what any com- 
prehension of ours can reach ; whilst thine infinite 
glory is the wonder of celestial beings, and whilst 
their services are so far beyond ours, and more 
worthy of thee, yet thou condescendest to lend 
a gracious ear to the words of sinners, vile and 
worthless as we are. We come to thee through 
that living way which thou hast ordained, the 
sacrifice of God-our Saviour, the great atoning 
Redeemer, who "purged bur sins by his own 
blood." O may he destroy the dominion of sin 
in every one of our souls, that " grace may reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus 
Christ our Lord/' and that we may have our 
minds brought into holy conformity with thy 
divine mind and will. How frequently have we 
to mourn over the impertinent thoughts, which 
divert our minds from their sacred exercises in 
thy presence. Condescend, O God, to take the 
total management of us into thy hands, for we 
find it more than we can do, to control the evil 
of our own hearts. We are filled with holy 
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surprise in thinking of thine infinity, O gracious 
God! Thou canst manage all things at the 
same moment of time. If thou wert x to create 
ten thousand times more worlds than now exist, 
they would not surpass the power^of thy omni- 
presence to pervade them all! Thy greatness 
is too wonderful for us ; and yet what conde-r. 
scension hast thou shown to man, on bringing 
thy people to thyself by such mysterious ways 
of mercy and compassion ! If we are deprived 
of all besides, we feel that we have every thing 
in thee; - 



A THANKSGIVING FOR THE SAVIOUR'S INCARNATION. 

O GOD, our poor finite minds can have no just 
comprehension of thine infinite glory. It be- 
comes us to bow with humble reverence before 
thee, and to give that honour which is due to 
thine infinite name. Lord, we beseech thee, that 
while we feel, our dependence, and tremble, or 
ought to tremble before thy splendour, yet .still 
we may draw near with confidence; knowing that 
the same glorious Being, that is adored by all the 
celestial powers above, will accept our adoration 
also. "W;e desire to feel thy greatness, and yet 
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love thee for thy goodness. Whilst we tremble 
under a sense of thy Majesty, may we love thee, 
because thou art still our God in a Saviour's 
love. O that the " High and lofty One, that 
inhabiteth eternity," should condescend to take 
a body like ours, and that " all the fulness of 
the Godhead " should dwell in man's person - 
that the same glorious Lord, whom "the heaven 
of heavens cannot contain," should deign to 
enter our humble frame ! such knowledge is too 
wonderful for us, and while we cannot compre- 
hend it by our reason, we bless thee that thou 
hast revealed it, and what we cannot reach unto. 
We adore. 



A CONFESSION OF THE TTNWORTHINESS OF THE BEST 

OF MEN. ' 

O THOU God of infinite compassion, we are 
yet upheld through the riches of tky patience 
and forbearance towards us very unworthy crea- 
tures and rebels. If infinite patience did not 
possess thy mind, we should long-ago have 
been banished from thy presence ; for though, 
through mercy, many of us have been redeemed 
from those outward sins which offend the eyes 
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love thee for thy goodness. Whilst we tremble 
under a sense of thy Majesty, may we love thee, 
because thou art still our God in a Saviour's 
love. O that the "High and lofty One, that 
inhabiteth eternity," should condescend to take 
a body like ours, and that " all the fulness of 
the Godhead " should dwell in man's person 
that the same glorious Lord, whom "the heaven 
of heavens cannot contain," should deign to 
enter our humble frame ! such knowledge is too 
wonderful for us, and while we cannot compre- 
hend it by our reason, we bless thee that thou 
hast revealed it, and what we cannot reach unto, 
we adore. 



A CONFESSION OF THE TJNWOETHINESS OF THE BEST 

i 

OF MEN. 

O THOU God of infinite compassion, we are 
yet upheld through the riches of thy patience 
and forbearance towards us very unworthy crea- 
tures and rebels. If infinite patiende did not 
possess thy mind, we should long ago have 
been banished from thy presence ; for though, 
through mercy, many of us have been redeemed 
from those outward sins which offend the eyes 
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^ yet how niUGhihave wi^Iainent respect 

iiig what is:inwafd x and seen only by" the eye of 
God* Ent<er ^not into judgment i^ith the best 
o -^thjr vseppBtttSj v0 bur Crod^ for -lit- thy s%ht 
what flesh :lwing aia be justified? We are 
grieved,- O Xoid, that we ; can^ be as^ obedient 
a we would^-that our hearts r are so hard, and 
possessed of so ^ few" pf-thpse hc^y "feelings, whic3i 
we r ougKt-to have as "cehtrfte sinners before thee^ 
BIessed c be " God for ^he. : jfulness of grace we 
have ^ in^hnst ^jour :^edieiaier, who died for our 
sirisj and made^ that great satisiaction whereby, 
niost vile "jas ive are, we iiave C freedonj and" 
access mth confidence into tKat grace wherein 
we stand." ; ? 



BEEOIiE: SERMON, SUNDAY MOEN1NG, 



MJLY w'efeel a solemn revetence-.ttpon our minds) 
O Xord^^vfiilfi ^ we^attempt to^p^oach unto thy 
glorious Majesty. - O "save lis from the carnal 
mind, w which is ^enmitjr^agam^ 
sire ideeply ;to lament the ^Mward depravfty of our 
hearts-, aiid ta^grfeve thai we are not more holyi 
Blessed bb thy holy name, we shall have grace 

17 



194 DEVOTIONS. 

to avoid outward iniquity, if thou art pleased 
to keep us inwardly. ' Grant,; Lord, that we 
may have that lovely mmd^which was so beau- 
tifully exemplified in Christ, when he appeared 
in human form, though filled with .the perfection 
of the divine nature. We are in thy presence; 
keep us from spending an .unprofitable Sabbath. 
May we reckon^up our religious privileges with 
gratitude, and may the hearers, in -thy presence 
pray not to depart without that which shall be 
profitable to their hearts, and make them bless- 
ings to each other. As they pass through this 
world, may the Lord pass through the world 
with them. O God, we look up to thee, that 
by the manifestation of the power of thy grace 
we may partake of the spirit of holiness.. We 
believe that though thou art a God of nmnite 
majesty, yet thou wilt dwell in the hearts^of alT 
those whom thou bringest to partake of thy glory. 
O for Christ Jesus' sake come thou and make 
our hearts a habitation for thyselfthat habita- 
tion of holiness wherein a holy God condescends 
to dwell. Look upon any that request an inte- 
rest in our pirayers. Give patience and resigna- 
tion to parents that have lost a beloved child ; 
with submission to thy will enable them deeply 
and experimentally to say, "the Lord gave, and 
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the Lord hath taken away, blesse& be the name 
of the Lord." Let those give thanks that have 
been graciously preserved in the hour of child- 
birth, and are, brought to bless God. Whilst 
the .abundance of thy loving kindness is over us 
for good, may we praise thee for it. Help us 
in the great work before us. The Lord knows- 
the work to%e solemn and important; help us 
to feel it so, and may the power of the gospel be 
at hand tq do us good. Hear and answer us for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Owr Father, 



A PRAYER FOR SPIRITTTAL FERVOTTR. 

HE:EP us, O God, to offer thee all our hearts 

- ,?sj x -' ' - . - 

as living sacrifices to thy praise. Lord, What 
Jiaveiwe to give thee but thine own ? We have 
, wronged thee of thy glory, and done dishonour 
to thy name. O claim and take us for thyself, 
and let a holy fire from above be kindled in 
our hearts. Great God, what a miracle didst 
thou manifest, when the bush burned 'but was 
not consumed ! O Lordj let such a flame break 
forth in our hearts ; yea, may a heavenly flame 
be there kindled; that .shall rise higher and 
higher. Let us all-experience what a precious 



196 DEVOTIONS. . .4. 

influence is produced on the soul, when God 
himself, through Christ^ is in us of a truth; 



A PRAYER FOR UNION WITH CHRIST. 

O THOU infinitely holy and merciful God, we 
turn our guilty _ eyes unto thy throne of grace. 
We know that we are sinners, but we praise thy 
glorious name for that most adorable Saviour, 
who has "put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
self." ' Glory be to God, the work is done our 
debts are paid, and we now view with joy Jus- 
tice smiling on mankind, while Mercy descends 
through him who hath finished the work. This 
is our plea for the sending down of thy blessed 
Spirit to abide in our hearts. We plead for the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, through the gracious 
work the Saviour has finished on our behalf. 
Now, Lord, since thou art reconciled to us, and 
we have the ministry of reconciliation ^preached 
to us, let the spirit of reconciliation be felt in 
a union of our hearts by thy Spirit to the 
Redeemer, so that every believer may be enabled 
to say, " my beloved is mine and lam his." 
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A GRAYER FOR FILIAL RELIANCE UPON GOD. 

O LORD, help us to feel that we:, are members 
of thy celestial family r May we know' thee the 
God whom we approach, as a loving Father 
ready to give an answer to all his children. , O 
God', .may we never pray without an earnest, 
expectation that our prayers will be answered. 
While the sword .of thy justice is unsheathed, 
ready to bathe itself in our guilty blood, we-iaH 
down and beg for mercy. Let us all be looking 
up to thee, with solid expectation of good. 
Save us from a useless an r d barren spirit. Thou 
that art our light, be also our life, and in thy 
light may life be given. ~^Hear and answer 
pray erjbr the sake of the dear Redeemer. 



A PRAYER FOR HEAVENLY-MINDEDNESS. 

. . v 

O LORD our God," we know that we cannot 
serve thee acceptably, unless we serve thee spi- 
ritually \- and we feel that we can only be made 
spiritual, by the wise communication of thy mind 
to our minds. Let us then never dare to be proud 

.17*" 
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of any service we perform; for we can offer no 
sacrifice aright, but as the materials of it are 
bestowed on us from --heaven, itself. Do we offer 
thee a broken and contrite heart ? how- ca-me we 
to possess itj,so~as to give ourselves iip uttUrthe 
'Lord to be saved, but as>tnou wert pleased to 
create that heavenly frame within us? How; 
can we present" before the Lord a heavenly 
inind from an earthly bosonr?' If thou art hot 
pleased to give us a heavenly mind, we canno't 
draw near to the,e. - - 



A THANKSGIVING FOB. THE THRONE OF GEACE. 

MOST glorious God ! Thou hast before thee 
millions of seraphic beings who serve thee, yet 
still thou bendest thine ear to regard our un- 
worthy supplications. What infinite condescen- 
sion, O thou Majesty of heaven, to turn thy 
chariot wheels downward to this lower world, 
to bring peace and _ glad tidings to 'rebels re- 
bels whose rebellion against thee might :most 
righteously have excluded them from thy favour, 
and consigned them to eternal wo. We have 
eachxloiie enough to lose ten .thousand souls. 
Yet "blessed be God, sinners may. comejjirough 
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the Saviour to a throne of grace, and the case of 
no one,is hopeless if made;," willing in the day of 
thy power." O help us to throw down the arms 
of our rebellion, and save- us from an obstinate 

"- " *''-*.-' _ ': . ' ^ . 



A MINISTER.V GRAYER FOR HELP -'AND SUCCESS. 



our: God, what an honour it is to be 
permitted to pray, yet how many thousands are 
there who never .-think about this- solemn ser- 
vice! When we are enabled, to deal'with thee, 
we are divinely purified by thee. O that we 
may be taught by thy Spiiit how .to approach 
thee. Lord, what numbers do we still see revel- 
ling in their .corruptions;; give^ them; that rege- 
jrerating grace which can alone lift them out of 
their degraded state; Is not thy -gospel design- 
ed tp dignify our fallen nature ; and is it not by 
tiie same instrument that those wonders are ef- 
fected that 'are to ?thy gloryj and the comfort of 
the happy souls who are the blessed recipients 
of truth? Dear JLord,; thy poor unworthy ser- 
vant wants 'something that is more worthy of 
thine excellent Majesty ; he would desire to 
gain souls, and win them over to .the knowledge 



200 DEVOTIONS. 

of Christ. But what can his wishes do? .Even 
were his words the very language of his God, 
all would be in vain, if grape were not given that 
the people might receive theni to their eternal 
benefit.. Enable us *to look Yup to thee with 
humble reverence and godly fear, and be with 
us-forihy mercy's sake. Send us thy light, and 
vouchsafe to shine forth in the brightness of 
thine own glory,, and -by the manifestation of 
thine, own power. May the people's souls rise 
after God, and attend to the eternal good tlmt 
is -treasured up in Him, "in whom are \.liid- all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." Lord," 
let thy glorious light, and lifej and Spirit, be 
given through . him " who hath loved us and 
given himself for us." Keep us all by thine 
own hand ; help me, O my God ! Remove ig- 
norancefrom the mind, hardness from the heart, 
and alienation from the affections. May all 
that is within .us be ready to receive thy word. 
Hear us and answer us, O Lord God, for our / 
Saviour and Redeemer's sake. 



PRAYER BEFORE SERMON, MARCH 31, 1822. 

Q INFINITELY holy God, by thy providence we 
have lived to see another Sabbath j by thy kind 
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support we are brought again into thy house^ 
But, Lord, what avails our being %here thy 
people are, if thou art not present with us? 
Blessed Saviour, thpii didst manifest thy glori- 
ous Godhead, by, ascending up on high, and 
leaving this gracious promise that thou wouldest 
be with thy disciples "always, even to the end 
of the world." Be it according to the good 
word of thy grace. We now humbly beseech 
thee to fulnl thy fjromise* * O that God may be 
with us; We cannot come to thy house with 
our bodies-, without our souls while our bodies 
are before thee, condescend to be divinely pre* 
sent in our-souls. What is the I mere body of 
flesh and blood ! yet there is within it aninhar 
bitant of immortal duration ; and it should be 
our most solemn concern that -our spirits i>e 
made subject to that divine power, whereby thou 
mayest be seen to -deal with us, whije we deal 
with thee, ~ Now, O Lord, apply the preaching 
of thy word to the conscienees of the people, and 
so help the preacher that all may have reason 
to say, i! wjas good. for them to be-here. . Hear 
'our supplications for ^ any that may be near the 

solemn moment o$ their dissolution : and grant 

' * '.'. ' ' < : --- ''-.'-? ' ' i .-- ' 

xeitery one of us good evidence, that when this 
earthfy house shall >be dissolved^ we =shall have 
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. a spiritual rnansion, eternal in the heavens. Built 
up in thy holy faith below, may we eacrjubecome 
a holy temple to theiLord. We entreat thee to 
carry on thy glorious work throughout the 
world, and'raise up such instruments as shall be 
blessed in it. Prepare hearts to receive the 
glad tidings of salvation, and manifest the glori- 
ous power that can alone accomplish the miracu- 
lous change which takes place where thy gospel, 
the word of life, is dispensed. Wherever thou 
hast a church, may there be a lively minister in 
the midst of it; and may all with one heart 
glorify God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Accept the praises of. such as have received 
mercies, and while thy bountiful providences" 
are around us, may we live to thy praise. Our 
Father., 



A PRAYER FOR GRACE^TO. OFFER ACCEPTABLE SERVICE 
IN THE SANCTUARY. T ' 

O LORD, we beeech to let us come "into thy 
temple, offering up to thee -a : sacrifice; of thine 
own making, and by nre:-bf thfne own jBndlhig. 
May "we have that holy incense created in us 
by God the Holy Spirit; ^^vwhich will render our 
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services pleasant to ourselves, and acceptable in 
thy, sight, p help us to find our joy in .thy 
service '--; may we feel: J that to^serve thee is to 
imitate heaVen upon -earth. Give us more of 
thy blessed Spirit- that we may be enabled to 
approach thee with increasing purity and spirit- 
uality from time to time. 'Vouchsafe to us^ 
more wisdom, tenderness, and holy submission 
to thy, will, and memories more retentive of 

.' C.'- . ' . x > 

what is goo N d, with affections alive to thee. O 
that we may be able to serve thee " in the spirit, 
and not in the letter," seeking " praise, not 
of men but of God. ? ' Let the Holy Ghost 
descend on us while before thee. May the 
glory^Of the gospel of God oiir Saviour every 
wher6 blaze forth," and let its r powerful hifluence 
be displayed all over the world. Hasten the 
time when many shall come from far to seek 
thy name, and to rejoice in the salvation which 
thou hast revealed. Lord, thy ministers have 
an infinite task before them. How can we 
speak of those- things upon which our everlast- 
ing concerns depend, with the solemnity and 
wisdom they deserve !^ O let the " light of the 
knowledge Of th<e glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ " shine forth, that in his "light we 
may see light." Whilst- we have an opportunity 
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of engaging in thy service,. may we be eager to 
enjoy it, and may we feel thee near to our 
hearts, and experience thy presence, which is 
infinitely tjetter than life itself. We ask all fa- 
vours and mercies for God our Saviour's sake.. 



A MINISTER'S SABBATH MORNING FRAYEE. 

O MY God, I most humbly ask thee to give me 
grace and .wisdom to feed the people with that 
which shall be profitable. Make thine own 
word successful upon their consciences. .; Unless 
the Lord speak by us, we speak in vain. ; Great 
God, be also with the people; may they esteem 
their privileges, and hasten this morning to thy 
courts. As the bright sun of thy creation -fer- 
tilizes and exhilarates where it shines, so may the 
glorious light of thy gospel shine into all' our 
hearts. May we be enabled to "seethe King 
in his beauty." Lord, our minds will be wan- 
Bering, imless thou art pleased to keep them 
fixed ; we shall be indifferent iand careless, 
unless thou niakest us to ^weigh : the goal things 
of thy word. O may the people this morning 
not only "mark and learn," but "inwardly di- 
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gest" thy; glorious truth. May we commit our- 
selves to the care of our God this day, arid do 
thou vouchsafe to be with us all the day long, 
for Christ our Mediator's sake. 



A MINISTER'S DEDICATION OF HIMSELF AND FLOCK 
BEFOBE THE COMMUNION. 

O MERCIFUL Lord, now enable us most fully and 
completely to give ourselves away out of our 
own hands into thine. Claim its and take us. 
We are thine by creation ; we are thine by pre- * 
servation ; but abundantly more do we own our- 
selves to be -"thine,- because thOu hast redeemed 
us. Take us, dear Jesus, thou holy head of 
the church; in thee may we have our per- 
petual existence, and in thee alone. Lord, 
thy poor servant desires with affectionate ten- 
derness to commend this people of his charge 
to be under the guidance of omnipotence, and 
to beg that thou wilt keep them near to thee* 
Preserve them through time, that thou mayest 
bless them with" thy high glory in the eternal 
world. 

- ---- - 18 . ''.. 
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A' PEiYER ON MEETING HIS PEOPLE AFTER- A LONG 
; . ABSENCE." _ s . -V" 

O WHAT a mercy it is, that we may draw near to 
, Godthat we have not long since been banished 
into darkness, and shut up in everlasting de- 
spair. That thoti hast borne with such sinners, 
what an astonishing mercy ! - O that we may be 
enabled to reckon every moment a mercy, and 
every moment feel that :God alone can make 
our souls to be a blessing to ourselves, and us 
to be a blessing to all who know us. Lord, 
make us blessings to one another. Comedown 
and bless us abundantly, that thy church .on 
earj^h may have some semblance of thy church 
in glory. Nothing is too hard for the Lord. 
Be in the midst of us and bless us. What 
avail thy house and ordinances without thyself, 
or of what value is thy blessed book which 
thou hast given to make us wise unto salvation, 
but as thou art pleased to inspire into our minds 
thy glorious wisdom by the Holy Spirit? Lord, 
make bare "thine arm ; make^^owjoi^thy power. 
Thou hast preserved us to meet ;onc^. more in 
thy presence, and now thy poor aged servant 
humbly prays for thy remembrance in the last 
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days of his ministry. May he not grow cold in* 
the sacred work. Give us all to feel hov? .great 
and glorious the work is, arid with -what vholy 
expectation we should wait upon God for its 
acconiplishment upon our hearts. We need 
strength both of body. and- mind ; Lord supply 
these our needs. Be , pleased to impart to the 
people a praying frame of .mind, that, they may 
profit while, they .hear: ;Lord, pour down thy 
Spirit upon us, and rain down righteousness upon 
our souls.' Bless those who have ministered to 
the people during the , absence of thy servant, 
and may their word appear to be sown in 'good 
ground watered by the dew of heaven, that 
they may bring forth fruit to the glory of God. 
Raise up, O Lord, such ministers as shall exalt 
thy word, in a powerful manner. We need 
fresh awakenings in our camps. O God, death 
is thinning thy church daily. O remember it 
and let the cry of newborn souls be heard within 
its walls ; and whilst thou art removing thy 
saints to glory above, may it appear, that thou 
art, continuing : to recruit thy church below, 
^hese are the prtyers we offer up through the 
atonement .of our dear and Holy Redeemer. 
Our Father, "fyc. 
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v^.^v A PRAYER ,f OR NEARNESS TO GOD. _ '/[ 

QTHAT we may know what it is to draw.* near 
to God. O for a holy; happy frame of mind to 
live near to that glorious Being, with whom we 
expect to live to all eternity I But, O blessed 
God, we cannot indulge the vile corruptions of 
the human heart, and still live near to thee! O 
Lord, subdue all that separates between thee 
and us 5 and enable us with true hearts, unwea- 
ried zeal, and godly sincerity, to give -up our- 
selves as living sacrifices to thy glory and praise. 
We thank thee that thou hast given us a holy 
gospel; it is impossible to believe in it but by 
thy Spirit ; . yet if we believe in it by the influ- 
ence of thy Spirit, it is impossible but that we 
should be made spiritual thereby. Lord, give us 
to surrender ourselves as living sacrifices to thee, 
and grant that every thing which may prevent 
holy union and communion between thyself and 
us may be withdrawn. We are ashamedrthat 
we do not serve thee with- more>^ holy fervour: 

-' :;:-.- :^^^f^f-:^^^--\f J " ' 

that we are not more auxipj3^^4||v6- qurselves 
into thy hands, and mpretabuJMantMdeterm 

. '.'.''','> '.'--^ j^.~,-, - - ' - ' -',_ - r '^::'-~^~' s 

ed to yield ourselves up to^tneel W6 bless 
thee for the first and great command ; we pray 
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thee to write upon each of our hearts, 
shalt love the Lord thyr @ed ,with all 

-. - - | . - - - f .-^; -_> vjjs > - . 

with all thy mind, with airthy.sbul, and 
thy strength." Though we have lost th^e 
image by the fall, yet thoti hast graciously pro- 
mised to restore it again, by our reunion with 
thyself : through "the second. Adam, the Lord 
from 'heaven." May we find that .as He is the 
Lord from heaven, .so by his restoring grace 
we receive heaven Jrito our minds. keep 
but impertinent and" vain thoughts. /Command 
that thy Holy Spirit may dwell within us, that 
we may be made spiritual and holy in thy 
sight. ';., ; 



A PEAYER AFTER THE JDEATH OF 'SOME OF HIS 
; - CONGREGATION.' 

, - ' " , . -- ' * ' ' 

O LORD, thou hast: been pleased in thy- provi- 
dence, with regard to this dying world, to thin 
the ranks of the people in this^ place, by taking 
some of them^^^|lr)Qal state ! Efow sOon must 
our time Iciil^ptC^d, grant that during the 

1 -m "'-'". ^. "*-" ' -^^~f^'-'^Jf^^-^'f~'-'^j 'f-'r-r-' '' ^"^ ' - ^^ V 

little mgmS^;w^oa^^to spend in tune, we may 
be more seriously impressed with thoughts of the 
importance of eternity ; and while we are con- 

18* 
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viricejd. (and can we think lightly of conviction !) 
that we are undone by. sin, may we find grace 
reigning through righteousness unto everlast- 
ing life, by Jesus Christ our Lord. O that in 
divine mercy it may ^appear, that while our 
numbers are shortened by death, the Lord, by 
a fresh application of divine power, is command- 
ing the dead in trespasses and sins more than 
to fill up the vacancies. Thou hast preserved 
the" life of thy. aged servant, far beyond' his ex- 
pectation, to the present time. My God, remain 
with me; forsake me not in my old age. As by 
grace thy work was begun in me, so by grace 
may it be ended. And what a wonderful grace 
is thy grace ! Lord- help me. All my former 
help is gone. I need fresh, help from my God,, 
and desire with solemnity of mind to depend 
upon it alone. Of what value is the retention 
of memory- what avails the word of the lip, if 
God be not present with us? My God ! make 
me the instrument of calling sinners to thee. 
May I make full proof of my ministry, even to 
the very last. Though respited for awhile, 
may we know that " it is appointed to all men 
once to die." Lord enable us to Hve to thee. 
These supplications and prayers we ;hurhbly 
prefer, in the most; hoty name of our most holy 
Saviour. 



PRAISE FOE CBRIST, AND A PRAYER FOR GRACE-TO 
. , ; ." , SERVE fE!E LORD. : 'i K ' , 

O THOU that fillest; the throne of thy glory, 
and canst never be served, even by thy bright 
angels) according to the dignity and majesty 
of thy divine .existence, yet thou condeseend- 
est to permit such worms as we are to come 
into thy presence, and to cast ourselves down 
before thee. O God x " enter not into judg- 
ment with thy servants, for in thy sight shall 
no flesh living be justified." We have sinned 
against .thee to the ruin of our souls, and thou 
' couldst not have beheld us without abhorrence, 
had . it .-jQot been for a law-fulfilling Christ. 
We bless thee that thy infinite patience and 
forbearance preserve us from sinking down into 
eternal death. Praised be God for Him who 
hath " magnified the law" for us, by submitting 
to the penalty justly decreed against sin, and 
who hath condescended to " magnify the law" 
also in us, *by bringing us into holy conformity 
to the same. -O^that the will of our heavenly 

- .-'-- v:~i. .'.-.. -,^;.^''. .-. ; - - - 

' Father vmsty:i^e''-iyifSughtm,aUour minds, and 
may we deUghtan doing those things which are 
pleasing to him. V\That an honourable service, 
O Lord, is thine how it dignifies, while it 
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humbles how it exalts the soul, while it hows 
it down \, What an honour to- be. made ".like 
God to have his dear image in our minds, and 
his glorious likeness imparted to us ! Lord 
implant it in us all. 



A PEAYEB. FOR FEELINGS IN^UNISON WITH DUE.. 
EXPRESSIONS. 

MERCIFUL God, how faintly do our prayers 
ascend before thee, and how little felt is the 
genuine spirit of devotion! How many confess 
themselves to be sinners, and yet never really 
lament ! How many are constantly saying that 
they have been doing the things they should 
not have done, and left undone the things they 
should have done, and that there is " no health" 
in them ; and after all their confessions, feel no 
suitable desires ! Lord, .make us to fe^el the 
awful mockery of such mere words before an 
infinitely holy, heart-searching God.- And shall 
we thus mock|thee! Shall our supplications be 
mere language .of the lips, whilst nothing is 
duly felt within-? O God Almighty grant that 
the spirit of prayer may descend with a divine 
energy upon our mino% and be diffused through 
all^our hearts. for the pouring down of thy 



blessed Spirit. O -for -the appearance of the 
Son oi; God, with all his power upon our hearts,, 
making ;.us to know ihat there is a reality in re- 
ligion, which can ;only be brought home by Qod 
himself. _ Lord,- let us grasp after these things 
more "ardently ; . niay we enter into holy wrest- 
lings with thee. that we may apprehend those 
things for which also we are apprehended of 
Christ Jesus. Thou wilt not dwell in temples that 
are unholy-; thou must prepare the building that 
shall be inhabited by thyself. Come, dear Savi- 
our, and drive alhevii from our hearts; and make 

' - . ' - - -"- >- - ' 

them temples of 'prayer to thee, the living God. 



A CONFESSION OF SIN. 

GRACIOUS God, we are utterly unworthy of any 
blessing from thee, or even to lie at thy footstool 
and cry for mercy. :We have offended against 
laws calculated for our exceeding good, and 
commandments wise and benignant. Blessed 
be God, there is heaven in them : heaven in 
loving the6, and jhe'aven in loving one another, 
for thy. dear "name's sake. - Thou art the giver 
of all that, is goody and i^rbiddest nothing but 
what is evil \ .but ^e;'i^bel& : iiave transgressed 
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thy salutary laws, delightful in themselves, and 
have made ourselves abominable by our jtran&t' 
gressions. But" there is forgiveness with thee, 
that thou raayest be feared " and we come to 
thee, seeking pardon through 'the riches ,of .the 
great atonement. May sinners feel the : energy 
of that divine Spirit, which brings those that 
were bound for everlasting death to the mercy 
seat, crying, " Lord we would seek to her saved 
from ourselves." Q deliver us from that which 
is hateful in thy sight. -Humble us in -the dust, 
and then raise us up through the riches of thy 
grace, and for thy mercy's sake. 



A WHITSUNDAY PRAYER -BEFORE SERMON, 

, 1835. - ". -._ 



LORD help us, and give us to feel cur nearness 
to thee, that we may be blessed "with free- 
dom arid access with confidence into ,that grace 
wherein we stand." It is a miracle of mercy 
that thou periTiittest-such "poor sinners to cast 
themselves at thy feet, and to beg pardon, not- 
withstanding their .rebellion,. Be here^ Lord, 
we pray thee, by th^pwerjof thy Hol 
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make v us feel sin to be that abomination which 
is infinitely vile/- Whife; we carry about with us 
bodies bf :sin and "death, we would feel that no- 
thmg but a miracle jof grace can set us against 
our corrupted selves. We are still allured by the 
deceitfulness of our corruptions; but we bless 
(*od, when we' appeal to our heavenly Father, 
we appeal to one who is infinitely holy ter purify. 
We want .not a salvation that merely delivers, 
from the punishment of sin, but we pray, O God, 
that thou wouldst be pleased, by the manifesta- 
tion of thy peculiar power, to deliver us from 
the bondage of our natural corruptions, and to 
bring us into that bless,ed spirit of holy obedience 
which those; enjoy Who possess the glorious 
liberty: .thy gospel reveals to the heart. Do 
thou be pleased to make all evils vanish before 
the brightness of thy coming, and may the 
power of. our rGrod JDe omnipotently felt in the 
midst of us.; - What avails our assembling in 
thy -house, if thou art : not here ? What avails 
our listening" to the voice of truth, if the Lord 
sends it not home to our hearts ? What avails 
our pleading. the name of Jesus, if he be far 
froin us? And what avails it, that 'we sit at 
the footstool of his, mercy, if we do not, par take 
of his forgiving love? Q^fetod, we are always 
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in want, and always in 3angei*, and tbei-e is^not 
a moment in which w.^-do"noU^eed-tQif0era 
solemn dependence upon tliee. s ThisMayy X> 
Lord, we celebrate one ^of the greatesbmercies 
ever exhited to oiir fallen and ruined race* 

^ ** ------ ~ ' , - 

Praised be the dear Redeemer, :%ho appeared 
as the " man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief," ** to put away sin by the sacrifice trf him- 
self," sustainingj when he died upon the>ctdsi, 
all the agonies r of the divine wrath SLnd: ven- 
geaiice. But of what benefit will this glprjtpus 
work of our Saviour be to those in whom ite 
effects are 'not accomplished^ We therefore 
pray that what our -/Lord "procured,; when iie 
died in our stead, may-be abundantly poured 
down upon our hearts by the "influence 'Of rhis 
most Holy Spirit. O God, be. pleased ~to regu- 
late our minds, and give us. to .feel more of 
thy miad and image in us. Let us be thine, 
.Lord, let us be thine ! We feel ourselves most 
miserable, when we have the management of 
ourselves, but shall f<eel ourselves most hap- 
py, when brought under the management of 
our God. O thou who canst manage millions 
at the same ^ moment of time, and at the great 1 - 
est intervals of distance, descend and take the 
management of burfearts. We : plead thy 
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mise. dear Lord, thy last words left with us poor 
sinners, before thou ascendedst up on high, 
"Lo! I am with yx>u always, even to the end 
of the world." The world is not yet ended ; 
we are still walking in its devious paths ; lead 
us by the right hand of thy righteousness, and 
let us " lean upon our beloved." Keep us from 
stumbling in the celestial road, and grant that 
we may press on, singing the song of Moses and 
the Lamb. As we have but a little while in this 
world, may we live in the Spirit, and walk in the 
Spirit, till such time as we shall come to be for- 
ever with the Lord. Be this day, we humbly 
beseech thee, with preachers for the people's 
sake, and be with the people for thy mercy and 
compassion's sake. Let all thy churches abound 
in spirituality and holiness. Pity those that are 
in darkness respecting these things, and may 
we all rejoice in "the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God ia the face of Jesus Christ" 
our Lord, 



A PRAYER FOR THE GRACES OF THE SPIRIT. 

O THOU, God of all grace, visit our souls with 
those delightful graces of *thy Spirit, which will 
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mise. dear Lordf thy last words left with us poor 
sinners, before thou ascendedst up on high, 
"Lo! I am with you always, even to the end 
of the world." The world is not yet ended ; 
we are still walking in its devious paths; lead 
us by the right hand of thy righteousness, and 
let us "lean upon our beloved." Keep us from 
stumbling in the celestial road, and grant that 
we may press on, singing the song of Moses and 
the Lamb. As we have but a little while in this 
world, may we live in the Spirit, and walk in the 
Spirit, till such time as we shall come to be for- 
ever with the Lord. Be this day, we humbly 
beseech thee, with preachers for ithe people's 
sake, and be with the people for thy mercy and 
compassion's sake. Let aU thy churches abound 
in spirituality and holiness. Pity those that are 
in darkness respecting these things, and may 
we all rejoice in "the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ" 
our Lord. 



A PRAYER FOE THE GRACES OF THE SPIRIT. 

O THOU, God of all grace, visit our souls with 
those delightful graces dfShy Spirit^ which will 
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create a heaven within us upon earth, and make 
us meet for the heaven which thou hast prepar- 
ed for us in glory ! We want thy Spirit, that 
we may enjoy the grace of prayer; we want 
thy Spiritj that we may enjoy the grace of love ; 
we want thy Spirit, that we may enjoy the grace 
of humility; we want thy Spirit, that we may 
have grace to subdue all our vile arid evil tern* 
pers. We need grace to mortify every lust. 
We pray that we may be enabled, to 6ome 
"boldly to the throne of grace, that we may find 
mercy and grace to help in every time of need." 
Let these supplications be heard and answered, 
for the sake of Him who hath given us " abund- 
antly above all that we can ask and think." 



A MINISTER'S EARNEST SUPPLICATION FOR THE SOIITLS 

OF HIS FLOCK ASSEMBLED BEFORE HIM. ~~ 

THOU art seated in glory, thou most glorious 
God ! Holy is God the Father ; Holy is, God 
the Son; Holy is God the Spirit. Whal are 
we? Unholy in the sight of the infinite, triune 
Jehovah ! We would not come before thee in a 
presumptuous man^r, for it is fit that we ap- 
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proach thee with self-abasement and self-abhor- 
rence, and lie very low in the dust in thy sight. 
"We have sinned against heaven, and before 
thee," and are no longer worthy to be num- 
bered among thy children. But, O Lord! 
what grace and compassion, to send thine only 
Son, thy well-beloved Son, as an ambassador of 
love to this world of ours ; and to send out 
ministers. under the glorious power of that gto-- 
rious Redeemer, {{ to beseech people in ..-Christ's 
stead to -.be reconciled to God. ; ' O what a 
message is ours ! Would to God it might be 
blessed, arid that souls might feel the good of it. 
We feel our utter insufficiency and inability to 
attempt a work so very sacred and important. 
O let us not touch the sacred harp with unholy 
hands; but may we be prepared by, the grace of 
God to preach concerning the grace of God, 
and be enabled so to speak that souls may be 
won to God. .There are many before thee, O 
Lord, who have never been won, and we pray 
thee to grant thy winning grace and power. 
Thou hast grace and power enough to bring 
multitudes to thyself. Shall thy arm be short- 
ened that it cannot save,. and men's ears wax 
dull that they may not hear? O Lord, help us to 
bring ourselves near to -ffifee by prayer. We 
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know that 6ur prayers are unworthy, yet we 
are commanded lo pray. O God, send thy 
blessing down with all thy power. We are as- 
sembled* here to hear thy word, and we pray 
that we may hear it under the influence of thy 
Spirit. Lord, reveal thy power, which, can 
effect wonders on the heart, that thereby much 
good'may be done among the dead in trespasses 
andyshis. When shall the gospel trumpet 
awaken such to live to thee ? Kre the time 
comes when the last trump shall sound, may 
many dead sinners be roused by the voice of 
the gospel trumpet, and fly to wait on thee. 
Help me, O God, both in body and mind. The 
body needs it, but the mind much more. Lord, 
help both, and grant that thy blessing may be in 
the midst of us. There are some sick, weak, 
and distressed, who beg an interest in our pray- 
ers ; be pleased to grant their request. There 
are some here present who have brought their 
children and others to hear. O disappoint them 
not. Let all ministers be made very much alive 
tp thee. Quicken our spirits according tor thy 
word, and do good to the souls of all. Accept 
thanksgivings on behalf of those who have been 
mercifully delivered in the Jime of childbirth, 
and where life is spared and life given, may the 
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offspring be brought up in the fearlof the Lord. 
Look down -in great mercy and grace upon those 
who are in affliction of any sort, and give them 
" a happy issue " out of all for thy name's sake. 
O Lord,, I pray thee give me that which I shall 
feel to be profitable to my own 'soul, and make it 
useful to the souls of the people. According 
to the eourse of nature, thy poor creature is 
preaching some of his last sejrmons God grant 
that they may be his most useful ones. A\vake, 
awake, O arm of the Lord ! and let his glory be 
revealed. We sum up all these our supplications 
and prayers in "our dear Saviour's name and 
words. Our Father, fyc. 



ATRAYER FOR HIMSELF AND FELLOW MINISTERS. 

O LORD, ray work is an important one. I feel 
myself totally unequal to it. Let me find my 
sufficiency in thee. Who can preach of divine 
things as becomes the importance of the sub- 
ject^ God forbid that we should use lightness 
in preaching of them. We should preach as 
from the heart, r and to the heart. Let ministers 
of thy word act wortfai%tfhat men may know 

19* 
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what thou hast done in them,' and that they may 
be living examples to their flocks. Let not thy 
church be -corrupted by carnal men, but may 
they who bear the vessels of the Lord be holy, 
and live in love before thee, being adorned with 
all manner 'of holy conversation and godliness. 
May they preach those glorious truths, which 
by the power of thy Spirit, shall accomplish 
wonders on the souls of men. 



PRAYER AGAINST SINFUL AND DISTURBING 
THOUGHTS. 

O LORD, may every thought be dumb that 
would keep us away from thy throne of grace, 
that we may lay ourselves open before thee, 
and receive out of that fulness which flows 
from thy bounteous hand. "The preparation 
of the heart," O Lord, " is from thee." From 
thee alone flows the sweet spirit of supplication 
and prayer. It is by thee alone that our minds 
can be kept in a praying frame. O that we may 
be taught of God how to deal with God, that 
God himself may deal with us. We are in a very 
troublesome world, and we have hearts prone 
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to ten thousand evils, while milliotis of tempta- 
tions from without are al ways stirring up, those 
evilsHhat are within: O how much we need 
the active operation of our almighty God to 
keep us in a holy frame. Some may imagine 
that they can perform their devotions easily ; 
but Lord help us to remember our depraved 
state, and what solemn -work it is to get near to 
thee in prayer. May we be praying within 
ourselves, till we are delivered from that ;evil 
state. O thou keeper and director of all minds, 
we desire thee .to keep our minds. Take bad 
thoughts- away, and give us good ones in their 
placed Impertinent thoughts often intrude when 
"we would have nothing to interrupt between us 
and thee. Be thou the keeper of our immortal 
souls, and may our hearts be open to receive that 
whichls good. 



/ PRAYER ON THE LAST EVENING OF THE YEAR, 
DEC. 31, 1826. 

MAY we consider before whom we now stand, 
and to whom we address our supplications. 
Whilst the lips of the minister utter the words 
of prayer, how many are there in this congrega- 



224 - DEVOTIONS. 

*" 

tion, _who have none of ihe spirit of real pray- 
er; who will hear .prayer against- sin, and still 
have no incliuation, no strong desire to reform. 
Whilst we address a, God of holiness, thou- 
sands are indifferent and cannot pray, through 
the sad corruption of their degenerate ininds. 
How are sinners to be delivered from their sins, 
who from the vile appetites of their nature 
choose still to live in them? Lord have mercy 
iipon us. Give us to feel our nee'd of prayer. 
We are just come to the conclusion of another 
year; may the Lord grant- that those who 'dur- 
ing its course have lived a life of sin, may at 
the commencement of a new year, begin-a life 
of righteousness and devotedness to God. May 
we not be spared merely to increase our eternal 
damnation; may we not have more misspent time 
to answer for in eternity. O God, as time id 
rolling on at a most solemn rate, and is certain 
in its operations, grant that in time we may be 
preparing for eternity. Give to those before 
thee power to obey that solemn admonition, 
" prepare to > meet your God." Enable the 
preacher rightly to divide the word of truth. 
But Lord what does this alone avail ! The 
minister may use all fidelity to the souls of his 
wfcUe they only increase their cph- 



DEVOTIONS. 225 

demnation thereby ! With their ears they will 
hear the word, and yet be content to add sin to 
sin, unless the Lord ^prevent. O speak, and let 
this be accomplished let all alarm be created 
in dead-sinners' hearts. O Lord we lament the 
unfeeling state of mankind that the conscience 
is hardened, that it is both deaf and dumb, nei- 
ther ready to speak-ibr God. nor to hear from 
God. Muy sleeping consciences be awakened, 
and everlasting good be the result.- Give thine 
old servant strength" to perform his duty; He 
entreats thy pardon, that throughout the past 
year, he has served thee with so little devoted- 
ness; Let all the people be now, in a solemn 
frame before thee ; may we all be- concerned 
that we have not been more dedicated to thee. 
CT Lord help us to employ time properly for 
eternity. May the word of life be spoken as with 
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. We 
pray for all preachers of thy word, and ; for their 
abundant admission among those who are dead 
in trespasses and sin." May the kingdom of 
God, which is ." righteousness and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost," gloriously descend upon 
the hearts of thousands. Hear us while we 
address thee as Our Father y 
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A PRAYER AGAINST REBELLION OF 'THE- HEART. 

O LORD, help us to contend with the worst 
enemy we have a wicked and corrupt heart, 
which tempts us to be daring rebels against a 
God of infinite majesty, and of power to sweep 
us away with "the besom of destruction," while 
there is none to help. Instead of>madly dash- 
ing against the thick bosses of thy buckler; 
instead of thinking to shake thy eternal throne 
by our rebellion, may we be. ashamed of our- 
selves before thee. May we be brought down 
to the dust of humble submission, and be led 
to seek for grace and mercy in the riches of 
thy compassion and love, that are still trea- : 
sured up for us. How many thousands are now 
in the way to ruin through their own neglect 
and thoughtlessness!. Bless us, O God, with 
penitent hearts, that we may give glory to thy 
name, and that we may be in earnest to escape 
from the wrath to come. O Lord, cur time 
here below is short ; and how awful will it.be to 
stand before the judgment-seat of an incensed 
God! We would seek the mercy thou canst 
manifest and hast manifested in Christ. May 
we with humility ask for "redemption through 
his blood, even the. forgiveness of our sins, accord- 
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ing to the riches of his grace ; " and may we 
find that life and salvation which eternal love 
and mercy have purchased on our behalf. 



A- PRAYER FOE THE UNIVERSAL SPREAD OF THE 
. GOSPEL. 

LORD, have mercy upon the world for the -Sa- 
viour's sake, and be pleased to send down thy 
divine Spirit from above 1 , that the sons and 
daughters of Rebellion may be made to dread 
the consequences' of their own ways, and to fly 
to the arms of Him who "saves to the uttermost" 
all that are enabled to come to thee ttf be saved 
through him. O God, be pleased to givfe an: 
edge to thy word, that it may come with power 
to the heart. Make the hardened strong heart 
to give way, and let us know that thdu canst 
bless us with feeling and obedient hearty where- 
by we are enabled to give ourselves up to the r e'. 
No words of ours can be of any avail: \v& dnfy 
look unto the Lord to m^ke his word the "power 
of God unto salvation" to the soul] aridjwe pray 
for the manifestation* of that power. AH thy 
ministers need to be divinely aided by tfeefe; It 
is hot in- us to perform thy work well witfaotft 
thyselfthoii alone eanst giv^ force! .td- the 
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and make dead sinners to hear the voice of the 
Son of God that they may live. O when will 
our God break forth on the right hand and oa 
the left, and bring in "sinners far and wide? Thy 
bright sun arises with peculiar grandeur from 
the eastern world, bringing on in due course the 
delightful season we rejoice to see; Lord, send 
the sun of righteousness to shine upon our 
hearts, and let beams of light and life be 
communicated to sinners who are living "in 
darkness and the shadow of death." Drive 
ignorance from the mind, and hardness from the 
heart, and be pleased to prevent the dreadful 
consequences of unbelief from sealing us up 
in that miserable state,, wherein we all are by 
nature. Thy grace can perform wonders; we 
pray that those wojiders may take place. May 
we feel that thou art with us of a truth. " Make 
bare thine arm," and reveal thine almighty 
power. Thou alone canst raise up ministers 
well suited to thy work, and we beseech thee to 
speak that this may be done. Glorify thine 
own name in letting thy might be universally 
revealed. May we see the glorious tidings of 
salvation reaching many hearts, and bringing 
multitudes to thyself. These our supplications 
and prayers we offer in our Redeemer's name, 
addressing thee as Our Father, 
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and make dead sinners to hear the voice of the 
Son of God that they may live. O when will 
our God break forth on the right hand and on 
the left, and bring in sinners far and wide? Thy 
bright sun arises with peculiar grandeur from 
the eastern world, bringing on in due course the 
delightful season we rejoice to see; Lord, send 
the sun of righteousness to shine upon our 
hearts, and let beams of light and life be 
communicated to sinners who are living "in 
darkness and the shadow of death." Drive 
ignorance from the mind, and hardness from the 
heart, and be pleased to prevent the dreadful 
consequences of unbelief from sealing us up 
in that miserable state^ wherein we all are by 
nature. Thy grace can perform wonders; we 
pray that those wonders may take place. May 
we feel that thou art with us of a truth. " Make 
bare thine arm," and reveal thine almighty 
power. Thou alone canst raise up ministers 
well suited to thy work, and we beseech thee to 
speak that this may be done. Glorify thine 
own name in letting thy might be universally 
revealed. May we see the glorious tidings of 
salvation reaching many hearts, and bringing 
multitudes to thyself. These our supplications 
and prayers we offer in our Redeemer's name, 
addressing thee as Our Father, 
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SUNDAY ^ MOENING, NOy*, .23, -18J38. 



MAY our hearts^ be prepared for a very solemn- 

- ' .-- !-''"""'':---"-;:-"." "- -_-"-"'* ..-'>-.'." .''-!- ; -. '''_ -'-.' 

actj^hat ^calling ;pn the oain^f ^(wr infiniteljt 

holy :Xax^t..^, ^oiQ6 but ^ gresumptobus; j|)ols could 

Qomeiintbjt^^^ 

ately. :': It Deromes us to : .VhlusK*^td^'4b$meL-.biQr-- 

- "-"' '." '-~ r .-''< '' ' V^.:'""-' 1 -" --"'.-"- - ''"- ' v. r-; -,- vv'c "* -,. - ".-'--^^ .' '.-'"-'. 

fbre^thee that : wer?ir<B Jsiicli siittfli^ ; ia; thy^ sight,, 
We laraeiit ttie inwdrd depravity; of our hearts, 

..-.--- :-- ... -,.- .-.>-' -'' -',".'-;-'. .. A*V; - '- 4: - . .',. . -'- ' 

but we jbless ;thce ifvit is n^t ;per iiiitte^ tp prevail 
against us in outward actions. I O grant that as 

- CJ ; " - ;.-- " _'.."- . .. ^ ."-"'.'. ..'; ' '^ - ':, . ,' ,,'-'. ,-'''"'"' ' " ' ^^ " ', -,--.-. ^.' _ 

long; as, \v;|?elj^^n|ulnes, wi^nay bewail it; 
may- we: hate what thoii hatesty the wickedness of 

'- -' *""'*^ : ; >'..- ','"--' -... r" - " ,; -- j -.-O"- ' "--:>" . i ~'" " ,^r=; ". : v' - - .V---.- ", '"':>'" "-" i'/ " " : ;.- : ^ -. 

t^e hear^,: : j^l^^ 

mis^ure invusiiha^ we^ are^^ 

thanks- be to^thee- that .by ..grace "we ,ar6 what-We 

'-. - " -"~-^ _ ," ~ '^'.' "' '" " . " -"""-' * ' ^"'* ,- v."' ' '. - - - J " - ' 7- -^ .' ", - - - 

are^ ttt w-e ;-de^i|e to rise ! m^-a^highet ^giwi, 
tp f^slt- inrheaVenIy ; ^places" .m, jQhrist^Je^usI?' to 

- - jV " ' '-'- "- .-- "^ "--, ^ -"'" /'- '.,,--: *"','''- '. ." ' /-: '. .'-'-,'- ' " -' Vr'- &'*' ~ ' - - - '"-.'- 

be more ^ heayenly-mmded, 

eidi: r :^;We ^int ihpr^ of 

reading^ thyiwQr3i iri^ att^ndiing, , 

nioreV of tjry Spiritrtb; conduct ijs in a saie 

honourable itianiier thrdugh this%rorM's 

' ' -' ' '" 1, ' -* " -. ". \ ' ."" .'f- "--"J-" ~- <:-''.--''' " v ^^'~"i-- .**"""_.' '- ' "' .. ' i' .1^. . -, 

ness. v rethenifeeir ps for igobd. ^ ^in 
help Me. Look: upon t thy pbot ag^dr servant, 
who feels his inability' inoreithan everi. While 
my recollection begins to fail, wh}le bodily 

' " '' "" '" 
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strength dfminisftes i ,ferg ! et?inefieifi, 
old age, but enable me to preach thy word with 
spirituality and power to the heart. Suggest, Q 
suggest fresh matter to my mind*, antf let; the 
people come with, holy 1 expectation that ther 
Lord Witt rain, down righteousness upon them , 
and bless them with sweet visits frorir above; 
While thine outward sun shines brightly upon* 
our bodies even in the wintry day, so may the 
sun of righteousness shine powerfully into all 
our minds, that darkness may be made light be- 
fore it. May vivifying illumination from on high 
direct us how to live to thy glory, and unto 1 
thee shall be alt the praise through ther eount^ 
less ages of eternity. May we all five as before 
the living God 1 , and 1 die unto sm. May we 
rather dia than decline in the divine life. The 
nearer we approach to heaver*, the more prepar- 
ed may we be for it, and as the time of our 
departure from earth draws nigh, deliver us, & 
Lord; from an earthly mind. Help each of us 
to shake it off with care, and finely say, ^Othat 
I had wings. like a dove, then would 1 fly away 
and be at rest." Give us these wings, for thy 
mercy's sake. 
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AT* ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF JOtIR JFOEEELTnEE OF ; 

-. /'.-..' ^MERCIES;. ---'. : .- - ' 



, 'wbaft is prayer ibut .begging? Should 
'beggars be proud ; beggars that have lost every 
thing by -their own 'depravity and corruption, 
-and 4 wfeo 5 bave readei'ed Jtibemseives unworthy 
efifee f estoratron of the iea^t^of thy mercies! 
J Lord, 1'he food Ihat is before is : is- forfeited. 
^Sow -many me Bander thy ^carse, -.cursedin thelk 
basket, and cursed m daeir store;" Hiowido .tkey 
lead^ves of "luxury j^nd yet iive .perpetually un- 
der the ewse of Ctod{! may we ha^je a better 
portion. May we fee numbered witfo itbose who 
have the fear .of God, which -alone can create in 
us an abhorrence of that which is evil, and a de- 
sire for those things that are essentially good. 



A {PRAYER J?pR PB.QQ^S Of ANSWERS TO PRAYER. 

" 



God, grant that we may pray 
in the Holy Ghost," and ieel that the .Koty 
Ghost creates in us Uiose holy desires which a 
Holy God will answer. DXiord, grant that we 
may have a prooj^ a fjitt proof, that our prayers 
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-are heard by their being answered^ If we ;pfay 
against sin, the Lord help us to prevail -against 
it. If we pray against vile tempers, O Lord, 
:subdue them, and instil into us the feelings of 
love. May we pray against all the evils which 
abound in the .heart, and may we feel that we 
do not pray in vain, because we abhor them. 
Lord, what avail our prayers, if we are not the 
better for them ? O let us be the better JOT. our 
devotions. May we have a good sign that our 
prayers are heard by our hearts being purified 
thereby. May we never be contented with mere 
lip service, but" always look up. for an answer. 
These supplications we humbly prefer in our 
dear Saviours name. ~ 



A CONFESSION OP OUR NEED OF MERCY. 

WE 'bless thee, O God, that .we poor miserable 
sinners are permitted to approach a throne of 
grace, that we may "obtain mercy, and ^nd 
grace to help in time of need." How could_we 
dare to come upon any other plea but that of 
mercyJ ' 

Mercy, good Lord, mercy we ask, '. 

This is the total sum ; 
For mercy, Lord, is all our plea ; 
. O let thy mercy come. . 
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wefmay feel our need of .mercy, and he- 
seated .upon ,thy iinercy-seat, to receive 
ipetitions of poor sifxners who are bumbled 
by thy grace, and seek .thy face for pardon with 
humble .arid contrite hearts. Thanks be to God 
frr thy jtbrone x)f /gr-ape, that we .may come bold- 
ly to the same, and yet whe^t ;we come bojdtjy, 
may our holyholdaess beiemjpered wjth repent- 
ant sorrow and contrite iSelf-^bhorreBce, that we 
are still so vile. God be praised for the sceptre 
held in the Saviour's ..hand,, a sceptre of divine 
coinpassioa extended. to us poor miserable sin- 
nersj tliat we may be -pardoned and "accepted 
in the beloved." 



A PRAYER ALTER THE R.EWGJQPS MEETINGIS 



O I&RD, we have been passing the last week 
in attempting to propagate and plant the truths 
of the gospel far and wide. Lord, let it be 
spread more and more. Grant that we may 
not go about ityiog to heal others at a distance, 
find coptinus to he unhealed, and corrupt at 
out thj %ht and thy truth with 
ajidtnay the time draw near,- 
r 4j^ voice &i -tbe Son 
20* 



,/3S/ { T ;: : 



of God, and liv<j." IJpnour our nation by giving 
it I to be a nation- Holier than ever. Keep thy 
church at all times, and do thine own will, and 
let us be made "thy willing people an' the day 
of thy' power." In the midst of weakness may 
thy poor creature enjoy a share of strength, arid 
whilst bodily strength decreases and days seem 
soon about, to cease, L6rd prepare all of us both 
young and old to meet our God. How many 
of thy zealous servants hast thou of late taken 
to thyself; still we remain on this side Jordan. 
grant that when we come to those cold waters 
we may enter them with confidence in thee, and 
behold the dear Redeemer standing on the 
other side the flood, to welcome us in peace. 
We pray -for .ministers of the gospel all the 
world over, f We pray for our king, and the 
country to which we belong, and we beseech 
thee to bless us all for God our Saviour's sake. 
Amen. . 



A PRAYER AGAINST INDIFFERENCE. 

O GOD make us sensible what sinners we are, 
and what a mercy it is that ever salvation should 
be extended to such sinners. We are ashamed 
of ourselves. Our -very repentance proves the 
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"depra^dty of our^ hearts. .;We^ grieve so little 
for our crimesgreat as they are, we are but 
little concerned at a state so completely evil. 
Have mercy upon us, p Lord, and save us from 
dying under the lethargy- of indifference. O 
God, give us lo use our powers to strive for, the 
salvation of our souls ; yea, may we "strive to 
enter in at the strait gate" to " fight ths good 
fight of faith," and patiently to " run the race 
set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith."" 



A PRAYER TO BE KEPT FROM FALLING. 

O LORD, we have enough to do, to lament over 
our short comings. O save us from having to 
lament over dreadful falls. .Lord, thy promise 
is that thou wilt keep the feet of thy saints. O 
keep our feet,., we pray thee, .and enable us to 
pass through the world in a safe and honour- 
able manner, so as never to disgrace j.hy sacred 
cause. O Lord y take care of us and keep us. 



A PRAYER" FOR A LOVE OF THE DIVINE LAW. 

O LORD, inwardly graft in our hearts a delight 
in thy 7 holy l^w W-yea, Lord, we beseech thee, 
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send New Testament ;power and grace to write 
tfi;y law upon the very tables of > pur hearts and 
affections. May we never have them out of our 
memories and minds. Wherevei: we go, Lord, 
grant that a spirit of obedience may go with us, 
and that we may feel a sacred * gratification in 
keeping those commandments in which there is 
so vefy*great and present a reward. 



A PRAYER AGAINST SINFUL DESIEES. 

O LORD our God, save us from evil wants, and 
fill us with good wants. Lord, how awfully 
does the world long for that which will be their 
destruction if they receive it. Q may we each 
be enabled to say, " Thou, O -God, art the thing 
that I long for." Take away all base and vile 
longings from our hearts ; yea, give us, we be- 
seech thee, hearts that will resist them with de- 
testation and abhorrence. O that, we may be of 

' 'ist :: " :-' J 

the number of those who are'*?' pure in heart. J; 



A CHRISTMAS-DAY PRAYER. 

.> - x 

O THAT we may realize the birth of *)ur Saviour 
by being ourselves born again. "We ask ft>r a 
testimony of thy birth by feeling our 
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O. that we may be "regenerate and- born again," 
and daily (for we need i^^aily) " be renewed by~ 
thy Holy Spirit." Renewed! blessed be Hod, 
the grace of Christ is ever new in the gospel. 
O help us to pray for its renewal upon our 
minds. Be with us at thy table, we-pray thee. 
Though the bodily , pulse is weak, may the pulse 
of -the heart be strong ; and " when- -heart and 
flesh fail, may God be the strength of our hearts 
and portion for evermore." 



A PRAYER, ON NEW-.YEAIl's DAY, 1832. 

WHAT a, solemn idea is the progression x>f time ! 
Lord, we are entered, according to bur own cal- 
culation, upon a new period of time. Another 
year is turned' round, and is lost in the abyss ,of 
eternity. Though the thought of eternity is 
higher than we can reach, yet still we shall 
attain its end by having wjlhin us those infi- 
nitely precious souls tliat are to have an eternal 
existence with God in everlasting glory. O 
that God would be with us in our meditations 
on this solemn day. -Lord, lei every event have 
a good effect upon our minds to lead us to thy- 
self. .O my God, grant that I may 7 be more 
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useful to souls than ever 1 have been. Just 
about to bid an adilsi to this "world, prepare my 

V *^ifj,- , **?**. "*-*.-' ' - - -'"- :_ , -'",' 

heart, O Bord, .-fbrJitie \^bl[d to xome, and~then 
shall I be fit to ^eld : up-'iiijjr:jdciiSHt^ ; ;iB.nd'.t6-8a7,'' 
"Lord, now latest thou tfc^j servant Depart in 
peaces, ibr^ne y e)^|n^te ?ej?n t^ 



A -PRAYER UNDER THE .INFIRMITIES OF, OLD AGE. , 

LORD have mercy upon a poor agecl pilgrim, ; that 
finds his memory failing, his ej^esight growing 
dim, his faculties going downwards. .Lord, grant 
to the last moment of toy* life, if -every thing else 
leaves me, spirituality may never leave me, and 
as I get nearer to the grave, may L find myself 
'drawing nearer to heaven. Lord, lead us all out 
of our wretched selves to thyself, that Christ 
may be our all in all," - * ; 



v HIS PRAYER 'BEFORE H-IS LAST SERMON, . 

' ; . MARCH. 31/4 633.: 

LORD, we .are nothing:^ xve can do nothing ! 
Thou must do all ^6r else we shall find that we 
meet in yain in.-thy- house. But hast not thou 
promised to bev wjith us always, and wilt thou 
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forget thy pvomise ? Foi^etfulness never can 
affect the mind q^Sfe wfiose.* power and vsjas- 
dom are infinite* I Though we /deserve to be' 
put out of t^y sights yet thou magnifiest thy 
great meteey towards such; gpor urn-worthy crea- 
tures as we are. Here' ai?e the people ; here is 
thy precious word' before our eyes -; but without 
thy blessing, Q Lord, we assemble iix vain. The 
instrument feels~ himself very weak, but give 
him strength for thy mercy's sake. Grant/ we 
l|eseeeh thee, that the word spoken- to the ear 
may come wkh a divine influence to the heart, 
and do its wonders- in, our minds, so that we 
may be brought to thyself, and agonize* arid 
cry for those eternal and glorious riches that 
are treasured up in; the Lord Jesus Christ. O ' 
that thy light may drive away our ignpraace^ 
and that thy life may quicken us from; that dead 
frame of mind which naturally belongs to us all. 
Come-, Lord, and let every heart breathe out 
a. fervent prayer, that many souls may be inspir-" 
ed with holy zeal and prove thy power. O Gbd, 
let sin be rooted out of our hearts. Let oxir- 
petitions before thee be answered accordihg 
to the feelings of thy /grace, and according to 
the riches of thy .mercy in the Lord Jesus 

* A favourite word of Mr. Hill's, from the Greek Sty at i^oftcti . 
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Christ. Send out tlpr blessed lighjt to fqrieigh 
latMs. How many land^iSr0HthereJ that are 

- - - " * ^ . . -^:"^"V : ^..-r'- , " -.;' '- " .. ' -_ 

lands of darkness ! v^h^-^ifl/vihe-^pfd'^say-. 
to. each of them, 'Varise and sljin^^r thy light 
is come, and the glqr^^f the iMl; is^risen upcm 
thee? J ' Be pleaseH; to make som^tliankftil 
svho have received mercieMV at thy hand. in the 
Lime of nature's sorrow, and from one who;, has 
been near to death, bu|r instill preserved. May 
iheif^ families be preservecl with them. Lord, 
keep them all. Make -its grateful for thy good- 
aess, and let us remember thM- we-are.pn-ly^.spaf^"' 
3d to live to thy glory alSd praile. Hear ws and 
ihsuer -us in these our petitions. TPhanks be to 
Grod for an interceding Christ ; thanks be to God, 
ihat while we could not intercede for ourselves, 
{ he ever liyeth," and will ever live " to make in- 
tercession for us, 1 ' for his church, which " he has 
purchased with his own blood^" till he brings it 
eternally to.himseif. These our supplications and 
prayers, together .-with our praises for all thy 
mercies, we sum up in our Lord's own words, 
addresssing thee as Our Father, 

THE END, 
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